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egislative Assembly

Tucsday, 14 April 1981

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

HEALTH: NURSES
Accommodalion:; Petition

MR BARNETT (Rockingham) [4.3} p.m.]: |
present a petition which carries 367 signatures
and conforms with the Standing Ordcers of 1he
Lcgislative Assembly, and | have centified
accordingly.

The SPEAKER: | kindly ask the member 1o
state the subject Lo which that petition relates.

Mr BARNETT: It is a petition in respect of
young nurscs accommodated in hospital
accommodation. They rcfuse to accept the fact
that the Government wants them moved out.

The SPEAKER: | direct that the petition be
broughi to the Table of the House.

(Sce petition No. 25.)

TRAFFIC
Reduction of Road Carnage: Petition

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren—Depuly Leader
of the Opposition) [4.32 p.m.): | present a petition
in the following terms—

TO—THE HONORABLE. THE
SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AT THE
PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA IN PARLIAMENT
ASSEMBLED:

We, the undersigned residents in the State
of Western Australia do herewith pray that
Her Majesty's Government of Western
Australia shall continue 10 support the
effective measures being used by the Road
Traffic Authority 10 reduce the carnage on
our roads.

Further that they will introduce neccssary
legislation to reduce the legal blood alcohol
limit from 0.08 10 0.05 as now applying in
Victoria and New South Wales, and require
compulsory alcohol tests for all traffic
victims admitted 1o hospital.

Your petitioners thereforc humbly pray
that your Honorable House will give this
matter carnest consideration and your
petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray.
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The petition carries 36 signatures and conforms
with the Stianding Orders of the Legislative
Assembly, and | have certified accordingly.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought 10 the Table of the House.

{See petition No. 26.)

TRAFFIC
Reduction of Road Carnage: Petition

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) {4.33 p.m.]: | have for
presentation a petition in similar terms to that
submitted by the member lor Warren. It carries
29 signatures and | certily it conforms with
Standing Orders.

The SPEAKER: | direct that the petition be
brought 1o the Table of the House.

{See petition No. 27.)

EDUCATION: BENTLEY AND
TUART HILL HIGH SCHOOLS

Closure: Notice of Motion

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [4.34 p.m.): [ give
notice that at the next sitting of the House 1 shall
move—

That this House—

Call on the Government to reverse its
decision to close Benticy Senior High Schaol
and Tuart Hill Senior High School while
both have a significant student enrolment;

Declare its opinion that 1his decision was
reached withoul proper consullation with
those concerned in the decision, particularly
students, parents and teachers, or sufficient
regard for the educational disruption caused
by it;

Express its beliel that the Scnior College
concept, as described by the Minister for
Education, is an cffort to avoid building
much needed technical and adult education
facilities in lacal areas convenient to those
who need thcm.

I might say that by telegram | have given the
Minister an undertaking that the Opposition will
not seek to debate this motion tomerrow evening
so that he will be frec Lo attend the public
meeting at the Tuart HiJl Senior High School.

SETTLEMENT AGENTS BILL
Second Reading

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe—Chiel Secrelary)
[4.36 p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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The purpose of ihe Bill is to establish a settlement
agenls supervisory board 1o control and supervise
the activities of persons engaged in effecting
scttlements  of rcal cstate transactions and
scitlements of sale of business transactions.

Although sctilement agents have operated in
Western Australia for up to 15 years, the major
growth in their operations has occurred since
1970. In that year changes look place in the
operations of the Land Titles Office which placed
greater responsibility for settlement of property
transactions oulside the titles office.

In addition public demand has expandced the
business of setilement apents in  Western
Australia.

The agenis’ role is basically w0 carry oul for
clicnts, details of property transactions which they
arc legally centitled 10 do for themsclves.

It has been suggesied by the Association of
Sctilement Agents that scttiement agents eflfect
approximately 75 per cent of the annual volume
of setilements in this State. The figure has not
been confirmed, but it is clear that settlement
agents cffect a substantial proportion of house
propertly settlements.

The majority of the balance would be handled
by solicitors and banks. However, il is important
to realise that in sctilements conducted by
sctilements agents, solicitors could in many cases
be involved for advice and legal services,

In 1976, the association of scltlement agents
conducted a survey of its members which
indicated that funds totalling over $300 million
were  involved in transactions  handled by
scttlement  agents.  The  ligure  would be
considerably higher today.

Obviously, settlement agents have access (o a
significant amount of trust funds belonging to the
public and it is pertinenl t0 mention that there
was a recent defalcation by a settlement agent
which was dealt with in the Supreme Court.

There is legislative control over trust fund
operations rclated to the activity of solicitors, real
cstate agents and finance brokers, and a Bill is
now belore the House for similar control over
insurance brokers.

Clearly, in the public interest, there is a need
for legislation 10 determine and control the
activities of settlement agents. The Government is
not keen to regulate unnccessarily, but it must
respond 10 a situation which docs exist, in which
professionalty ungualified persons arc  doing
skilied work without any control, or specific
protection of large sums of trust moneys.

[ASSEMBLY]

In June 1980 the Government decided to adopt
a draft Bill on the understanding that it would be
circulated to inlerested parties for consideration
and comment.

The draft Bill was distributed widcly, resulling
in numerous submissions being received, inctuding
those lrom—

. The Law Society of Western Australia,

The Sctilements Agents Association

The Rcal Estate Institute of WA, -

The Associated Banks in Western Australia,
The Real Estate and Business Agents
Supervisory Beard, and

The Finance Brokers Supervisory Board.

In addition, many privale submissions wcre

received.

To examine submissions, a working party was
cstablished and asked Lo report its lindings (o Lhe
Governmenl. The working parly compriscd—

The Chairman of the Real Estaie and
Business Agenls Supervisory Beard,

a reprcsentative of the Sctilement Agents
Association,

a solicitor,

a licensed rcat estate agent, and

a representalive of the Chiel Seccretary's
Dcpartment.

The Bill now belore the House represents the
result of consideration of all submissions by the
working party which have becn endarsed by the
Government.

| wish to place on record my appreciation of the
work of and contribution made by the members of
the working party towards Lhe production of the
Bill.

For some time, the Law Socicty of Weslern
Australia has expressed concern over what s
regarded by it as infiltration by settlement agents
into an area of work which, traditionally, has been
undertaken by the legal profession.

ILis important to stress Lthat the functions of a
seitlement agent, as detailed in the schedules Lo
the Bill, arc those actually being carried out now,
und which have for some years been carried out,
by settlement agents. In a sense, the Bill is a
recognition of Lhe reality thal a new 1ype of
business operation has grown up in this State, and
far the reasons siated il is necessary to impose a
limited form of regulation upon it, particularly
when it is realised that no prerequisite academic
qualifications arc specified, and a great deal of
trust moncy is involved,

The Bill defines the rolc of a setilement agent
and will ensurc that there will be no erosion of



[Tuesday,

functions which are properly the prerogative of
the legal profession.

In general, it can be said that a settlement
agent will be limited to the seutlement of sale
transactions and the preparation and submission
of documents in conneclion with the transaction.

Although it may be maintained that some of
the work which will be permitied should be
regarded as work requiring the skills or
supervision of a legal practitioner, it is my view
and that of the Government that the Bill strikes a
rcasonable balance between those areas where, for
the sake of public protection, the iraining of a
qualificd legal praciitioner is necessary, and those
areas which have been established in praciice as
capable of being handled by settlement agents.

The Bill will establish a settlement agents
supcrvisory board—composed of five members,
appointed by the Governor, as follows—

One not a licensed seillement agent, as

chairman;

one, not a licensed settlement agent, who is a
solicitor;

one, not a licensed seltlement agent,

expericnced in commercial practice: and
two who are licensed seltlement agents
elected by lellow seutlement agents.

The board when first constituted will include 1wo
scitlement agents nominated by the Minister.

Persons, firms, or bodies corporate engaged in
the activity of setilement of real ecstate
transaclions or business transaclions will be
required to be licensed by the board.

A real estate transaction is defined as—

(a) the disposal by sale or exchange, and the
acquisition by purchase or exchange of
real estate; and

(b) includes any disposal by sale or
exchange, or any acquisition by
purchase or exchange of goods, chattels
or other property relating to a real estate
transaction of a kind specified in
paragraph (a).

A business transaction is defined as—

(a) the disposal by sale or exchange, and the
acquisition by purchase or exchange of a
business and any share or interest in a
business or the goodwill thereol within
the siate; and

includes any disposal by sale or
exchange, and any acquisition by
purchase or exchange of goods, chattels,
or other property within the Siate
relaling 10 a business transaction of the
kind specified in paragraph (a),

(b}
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But it does not include the sale, exchange, or
other dispocal or a purchase, exchange, or other
acquisition of a share in the capital of a body
corporate, or an option in respect thereof.

A real estate settlement agent is defined as—

any person who arranges ar effecis the
setilement of a real estate transaction for
reward or who, whether for reward or
otherwise, carries on business arranging or
effecting  sctilements of real estate
transactions and whether or not that business
is carried on in conjunction with or as part of
or associated wilh any other profession,
trade, occupation, or employment, but docs
not include the exceptions specified in the
Bill.

A business settlement agent is defined as—

a person who arranges or effects a
settlement of a business transaction for
reward, or who, whether for reward or
otherwise, carries on business transactions
and whether or nrot that business is carried on
in conjunction with or as part of or
associated with any ather profession, trade,
occupation, or employment, but dees not
include the exceptions specified in the Bill.

Clause 4 of the Bill exempts legal practitioners
and stock brokers from the meaning of settlement
agents and they will not be required 10 be licensed
under the provisions of the Bill.

A bank, building society or truslee company
engaged in settlements will need te be licensed,
but will be exempted from the parts of the Bill
dealing with monetary controls.

Separate licences will be issued to persons
engaged in setilements of real estate transactions
and persons engaged in the settlement of business
transactions.

The functions allowed to be carried out by a
real estale agent and a business setilement agent
are detailed in schedules 2 and 3 to the Bill.

The board will have powers of investigation and
inquiry into the aciivities of settlement agents and
the Bill vests in the board both administrative and
judicial functions, including power of licensing,
disciplinary matters, hearing of complaints, and
the establishment of a code of conduct.

The Bill provides for the proclamation of an
appointed day, by which date all persons engaged
in real estate or business setttements must be
licensed,

Before the board may issue a licence it must be
satisfied that the applicant is a person who—

(a) is over the age of 18 years:
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{(b) is a person of good character and repute
and a fit and proper person 1o hold a
licence: :

(c) has sufficient material and [linancial
resources available 10 him 10 enable him
to comply with the requirements of the
Bill:

(d) is ordinarily resident in the Siate: and

(e} understands  fully the dutics and
obligations imposed by the Bill on
selllement agents.

In paragraph (b) a *fit and proper person”
includes being qualified in accordance with
schedule 1 10 the Bill, which provides that a
persan must  have passed the  prescribed
cxamination and have had at least (wo years'
cxpericnee in arranging and cflecting real estate
transactions, immediatcly prior to his application.

The schedule provides also that until a dale
three years after the appointed day, a person who
has had at least two years’ conlinuous expcericnce
in effecting real estate settlements and who passcs
a writlen and oral examinalion set by the board,
or is a person who has had at lcast five yecars'
continuous cxpericnce immediately prior to the
appointed day, may be granted a licence.

Similar provisions exist in relation to a person
applying for a licence as a business setilement
agenl.

Firms and bodics corporalc are subject to
similar provisions in respect of licensing, but in
addition, where a firm or body corporate is
constituted by no morc than three persons, at
least one of them must be licensed and the person
in bana fide control of the business must be
licensed and hold a currenl tricnnial certificate.

Where a lirm or body corporate is constituted
by morc (han thrce persons at least (wo of them
must be licensed and the person in bona lide
control must be licensed and hald a current
triennial certificate.

A riennial certificale confers on the licensee
the righl Lo carry on business for a period of three
years.

Settlement agents must carry professional
indemnity and fidelity guarantee insurance. The
Bill cnables the board to cnler into a master
policy agreement with an insurance company or
companies to provide a maximum cover of
$250 000 in respect of cach claim.

Each licensece who is the holder of a current
tricnnial certificate must at all times rcmain
insured undcr the master policy agreement under
the Bill. The State Government Insurance Office
is uuthorised 10 undertake liability under a policy
of this nature.

[ASSEMBLY]

For reasons of ecconomy, a tenlative
arrangemenl has been made with Lhe State
Government Insurance Office 10 obtain the cover
required under the master policy agreement
which indicates thal the cost to each sctilement
agent would approximate $500 per annum,

However, there will be no obligation on the part
of the board to ¢flect that master policy with the
State Government Insurance Office if olher
salislactory arrangements ¢an be made.

A seltlement agent has the right te take out
additional insurance cover for professional
indemnily and fidelity guarantee, over and above
the master policy agreemenl.

Scitlement agents who conduct branch offices
will be required to have as manager of that office,
another licensee.

The board shall, with the approval of the
Minister, fix by notice in the Government
Gazette, maximum amounts of rcmuncration for
services rendered by licensees.

Clause 46 of the Bill provides that a licensee
shall not cffect a scutlement of any real cstate
transaction if the land—

(a) is not a lot or lots within the meaning of
the Town Planning and Development
Act 1928,

(b} is lcaschold—other than land under the
Land Act 1933—;

(c) is composed in whole or part of a
busincss other than a business which is
wholly lor farming—whcther or not the
land is conveyed separately—; or

(d) comprises any mining tlenemenl or
mining licence.

Clause 47 provides that a licensec shall not cfiect
a scttlement of any business transaction if the
business—

(a} is composed in whole or part of real
¢state  not  being  an  interest  in
lcasehold—except  an interest  in
leasehold from the Crown—whether or
nol the business is conveyed separately,
or

(b) comprises any mining
mining licence.

A scttlement agent may act for cither the vendor
or the purchaser in a scttlement, but may net acl
for moare than onc parly to a scttlement cxcepl
with the prior consent and knowledge of all
persons invalved.

fenement  or

Provision exists for scttlement agents 1o
maintain at lcast one trust account and the Bill
specifics the manner in which deposits and
withdrawals may be made. Trust accounts are
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subject (o annual avudit provisions which a
gualified auditor must underiake and he must
deliver to the board a statement verified by
statutory declaration.

A person aggrieved by any decision of the
board has the right of appeal to the District
Court.

The Bill provides for the cstablishment of a
fund called the sctilement agents  fidelity
guaranice fund to which licensed agents will be
required 10 contribuie. The board will administer
the fund and deposits may be made with a bank,
building socicty or on loan to the Treasurer. The
purposc of the fund is to rcimburse persons who
suffer peccuniary loss or loss of property by reason
of any defalcation by 2 licensce during any period
he was the holder of a curremt tricnnial
certificate. .

Provision is made for the establishment of a
scitlement agents deposit trust administered by
the board. Settlement agents will be required to
deposii to the credit of the deposit trust a
prescribed percentage of the lowest balance of
their trust account during the previous financial
year. Pending the withdrawal or application of
moncy 10 the credit of the deposit trust the board
shall invest money with a bank. building socicty
or on loan to the Treasurer.

Profits from investments on deposit trust money
arc 10 be direcied firstly, in payment of cosis and
expenscs of administering the trust, and sccondly,
the balance thereof to the fidelity guarantec fund.

The board is required to publish an annual list
of persons holding licences and current tricnnial
cerlificates. In addition. the board is required 1o
publish an annual report to the Minister for the
year ending 30 June by 31 October.

The Government belicves that in the public
intcrest, legislative action is cssential to formalise
and control the activitics of agents cngaged in
scitlements  of recal estate and  business
transactions.

1 commend the Bill 10 the House.

Dcbate adjourned, on motion by Mr Jamieson.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: ELEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 9 April.

MR BERTRAM (M1. Hawihorn) [4.52 p.m.]:
Al the outset, | think | should claim some (orm of
record, this being the third time I have spoken in
this debate. | commenced speaking at 12.42 p.m.
on Thursday, 9 April and here | am, siill going.
That seems to call for some recognition.
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Mr Skidmore: that the debaie be

adjourncd.

Mr BERTRAM: Because so much time has
elapsed since | commenced my remarks, | am sure
members would fike me to recapitulate briefly on
some of the ground 1 have already covered.

Members will recall that the member for
Murray made some remarks to do with the State
Exccutive of the Australian Labor Party. When |
sought to get him 1o clarify those rcmarks he
cither refused or neglected to do so. | then found
it appropriate to remind him and this House that
there is a considerable amount of public unrest
about a body in the Liberal Party which is the

Move

equivalent of the State Exccutive of the
Australian  Labor Pariy—of course, | am
speaking only in the administrative

sense—because the public does nol know when,
where or cven why that body meets.

The Minister for Heallh was helplul by way of
interjection last Thursday and it has occurred 1o
me he may be good enough to supply me with a
list of the members of that body. | certainly would
not hesitate to reciprocate by giving him a list of
thosc people who are members of the State
Executive of the ALP. [ just pause for a moment;
perhaps the Minister for Health may be good
enough 1o give me an indication whether he will
be preparcd to supply me with that list.

Mt Young: | do not think it would be a fair
exchange.

Mr BERTRAM: We arc entitled to trcat thal
as a clear example of cvasion on the part of the
Minister for Health; however, 1 think | will put it
down to an atiempt at humour. To give him an
opportunity Lo improve on that effort, 1 ask him
again whether he would be goed enough to supply
the House with the requested list of names.

Mr Young: No, it is not my province to do so.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister for Health
refuses 1o supply us with that fist of names.

It is only a few short years ago that a
considerable amount of capital was made about
“faceless men’ in various organisations and in onc
organisation in particular; namely, the Australian
Labor Party. Pechaps, therefore, it is worth noting
and acknawledging there arc faceless men and
perhaps same faceless women in this exceutive of
the Liberal Party. That is a thoroughly
unsatisfactary situation; we are entitled 10 know
who are those pcople who lorm the policies of the
Government.

In a sense, it is difficult to imagine why the

executive meets because the public are ofien
told—and scem prepared Lo believe—thatl 1he
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parliamentary wing of the Liberal Parly is an
independent organisation and is under no real
direction or control from the party. If that
happens 1o be 50, one wonders why the Liberal
Party executive meets at all.

The other aspect which should be mentioned is
that when the Australian Labor Party State
Executive mecels, provision is made for the Press
1o be present; facilities are provided lor them, and
they are encouraged to lake advantage of those
facilities and 1o report the proceedings.

However, there appears to be some
arrangement—the operalive word 18
“conspiracy"—between the media and the Liberal
Party nol 1o report that party's meetings. Either
thcre is a conspiracy, or the media has
unilaterally determined that the people of this
State will be censored in that they will not be
given information as to the decisions and activities
of the Liberal Party administration. 1 believe that
is thoroughly bad, and something should be done
about the matter.

This practice reflects no credit on the Liberal
Party or on the media. I indicates a clear
disinclination 10 allow the public 1o have a
recasonable idea of what goes on within the
Liberal Party. The public clearly are entitled 1o
have that knowledge.

Mr Shalders: The next thing you will be
supgesting is that the Press should also be invited
to Caucus meetings.

Mr BERTRAM: The member for Murray is
rather like the member for Karrinyup when we
are discussing voling matters: He tries 1o
introduce a mauer which is completely irrelevant
to the subject under discussion.

Mr Clarko: You are the world’s expert on
irrelevancy.

Mr BERTRAM: When we are discussing an
obvious and—to most people—understandable
proposition about fair and reasonable voting in
Woestern Austratia, the member for Karrinyup
starts talking about voling in companies or
political partics which, of course, has nothing 1o
do wilh the subject under discussion. Anybody
who knows anything knows that—except, of
course, the member for Karrinyup.

The member for Murray should know
proceedings in Liberal Party Caucus are very
diffcrent Trom proceedings in  Liberal Party
meelings.

During an carlier part of the debate the
member for Murchison-Eyre—

Mr Clarko: You are the member for hot air.

[ASSEMBLY)

Mr BERTRAM: As far as | am concerned, if
the member for Karrinyup's performance is any
indication, he does not represent anyone. However
I think it was the member for Murchison-Eyre. |
remind the member for Karrinyup that he
represents an electorate and with a thorough
knowledge of what he is about he is stealing his
clectors votes, and in a democracy, to steal a vole
from one’s fellow man is about the lowest thing on
the calendar. For far less reprehensible offences a
person can be placed in gaol.

Mr Clarko: At one stage the member for Perth
represented 13 000 people and the member for
Canning represented 26 000 people. Did they have
twice the vote in Perth?

Mr BERTRAM: | apologise for my carlier
error, as [ meant to refer to the member for Roe
not Murchison-Eyre. In his contribution he listed
a number of things which were wrong in the
community, in gencral what was wrong with the
people and particularly the young people. He
pointed out things they do which they should not
do and things they do not do which they should
do, and so on. He used the word “we”, which
would mean all of us in this Parliament. I remind
him that except lor a space of aboul three years
when the Labor Party was temporarily in office
the Liberal Party, apart from that aberration, has
been in power since 1959 and in a real sense long
before that. In my view it is grossly unfair and
misleading to saddle the Opposition with the
wrongs which have occurred as the result of this
Government’s activities.

If the member for Roe wants a betler
performance  from the communily, and
particularly young people, he and members of his
parly, both in this State and federally, should
behave at a better level and they should set an
example. 1 believe example-setting is the best way
10 achieve results. Example-setting does not mean
the sort of conduct and conspiracy which occurred
between the Prime Minister and Sir John Kerr a
few years ago. Thai matter has nol been
forgotien, and in the interests of Australia it
should never be forgotten. It was a disgraceful
alfair. The sad thing aboul it is that whilst poor
old ex-Governor General Kerr at  every
opportunity is rubbished because of his
participation in that shoddy deal his co-
conspirator—lhere was at least one other: there
were certainly two—the Prime Minister rarely
draws any odium because of his participation in
that deal, which is very wrong. The extraordinary
paradox of the Governor General misbehaving in
the way he did is that he has been sent to the
other end of the globe whilst his co-conspiralor,
who had he acted criminally would have received
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the same¢ discipline, has become the Prime
Minister. The young people of Australia | fecl
surc—those capable of undersianding—ifind that
extraordinarily difficul to comprehend.

I also find it ecxtraordinarily difficult to
understand how it is that this Government should
sit idly by and do nothing about the maiter of
cigarctte advertising, a matter | first raised in this
Parliament in 1969. The Minister for Health has
admitied that as a direct consequence of having
smoked cigarcttes, an estimated | 300 Wesiern
Australians  di¢ cach year. That is not my
statistic: it was produced by the Minister himself.
By way of rather simple calculation that means
since the first time | spoke on this matter in 1969
something like 17 000 Western Australians have
died and, for all practical purposes, this
Government has done nothing about il.

Mr Young: That is not true. We are doing
more than any other State.

Mr BERTRAM: Recently 1 was speaking with
a doctor who had been to England. He said that
people in England are dying tike flies as a resuit
of the enterprise of  these  t1obacco-pushing
companics. Most. if. not all of them, are
multinationals or transnationals who have their
cves on the dollar and could not care two hoots
about the health and welfare of the people they
cxploit. | remind members that 17 000 people is
very closc to the number of people in some State
clectorates. 1f members store that point in their
minds they may come Lo realise the immensity of
the problem T am speaking of. No member
blushes, no person in this place seems to get
cxcited about this matier: what an extraordinary
forum. what a wonderful example for the young
people of Western Australia who the member for
Roe. amongst others, manages to condemn! He
should be condemning himself and other members
in this Chumber who just sit idly by whilst this
slaughter continues.

I shall refer now 1o something which occurred
in this Chamber last Thursday. Late on that
alternoon a debate ook place touching on the
question of the wpping of wclephones. It was a
most unenlighiening debate in the sense that the
Minister for Police and Traflfic came out of it very
poorly indeed.

Mr Blaikic: Rubbish!

Mr BERTRAM: It is not rubbish at all. The
Premier backed up the Minister with his usual
spate of verbiage. tautology, and verbosity. Over
the weekend people have expressed grave concern
1o me about what they call—not what | call—the
emergence of a police State. This is simply
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another manifestation of a trend as they sce
it—incidentally, as [ also happen to sce it

The refusal ol the Minister 1o answer a
question was an extraordinary act on his part.
Members will recall we were reminded that under
the provisions of the Listening Devices Act of this
State the Minister administering the Act has the
right 10 secek and be supplied with, as of right,
information in relation to bugging. That is how
imporlant these types of operations are viewed by
this Parliament. That provision is expressly
written into the Act in the case of bugging, bui
not with tclephone tapping. However, it is thay
spirit which should be applied in respect of the
tapping of telephones.

It is very important that the public should be
satisfied that the Government is acting properly
in respect of listening devices and telephone
tapping operations. | am informed—and | belicve
it to be true—the Opposition has adequate
evidence to show that as a malter of fact the
Police Force in this State is tapping telephones. If
that is so | believe the Minister should be
prepared (o satisfy the people not just that the
tapping is occurring but also that it is being
exercised and instituled in a proper manner. |
thercfore propose to move an amendmeni o the
Address-In-Reply.

I would like to say—it should not be
necessary—that this amendment is not designed
as any sort of attack on the Police Force.

Mr Blaikic: Rubbish! That is precisely what
you are doing.

Mr BERTRAM: | say this explicitly 10 counter
any other accusation which might turn this debate
into a shambles. 1 have received splendid co-
operation from the Police Force and | will do 50 in
the Tuture. | have no desire Lo attack the police
and | am not doing that. Members should get that
point perfectly clear. Further, | do not sharc the
views that there should bc no bupging devices
used or no tapping of Lelephones, il it is in the
public interest and in a carefully administered
fashion 10 have those things Lo protect the public
from the mischiel-makers and criminals.

Amendment to Motion

Mr BERTRAM: There is very real call for
further debate and consideration on this matter.
In arder that this can be done and 10 manifest the
Opposition’s concern on this question | move an
amendment—

That the following words be added 10 the
molion—

but we beg 1o inform Your Excellency
that your Government has failed o
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fulfill its responsibility through its
refusal 10 assure the public of Western
Australia that:

1. State Police arc not cngaged in
the illegal  recording  of
telephone conversations;

2. proper, scitled and appropriaic
safcguards are being lollowed

by Statc Police whenever
telephone  conversations  arc
recorded.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balcatta) [5.13 p.m.]: |
second the amendment.

Point of Order

Mr BL.AIKIE: | have the impression thal when
amendments such as this are maved some
courtesy is extended 1o members of the ather side
of the House by way of a copy of the amendment
being supplied before the amendment is in fact
debated.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
ordcer. There is mo requircment under Standing
Ordecrs for that to occur. The only requirement is
for any such amendment 1o be handed to the
Speaker in writing. That has been complied wilh
and [ have causcd copics 10 be madc available for
distribution to members. It is helpful if such
copies arc made in advance so that members can
be informed at the outset of what the amendment
contains. | think it is & courtesy which perhaps
should be followed.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed

Mr B. T. BURKE: On behalf of the Opposition
I apologise for nol making copics available for
distribution. It was simply an oversight.

In its editorial on Thursday, 9 April, The West
Australian newspaper had this 1o say—

We cannot afford to become careless in the
protection of civil liberties ... the danger to
freedom lies in its piecemeal crosion, not in
its sudden disappcarance.

It is not inevitable that | will agree with editorials
published in The West Australian newspaper. but
I think there are very few members of this
Chamber who would 1ake issue with the
sentiments expressed in that cditorial.

Onc of the prime safcguards against the abusc
of power by officers of the Police Force or by
other people who are responsible to a Government
Minister is that the Minisier in turn should be
responsible to Parliament. That responsibility on
the part of (he Minister presupposes an
clementary acceplance by the Minister of his need
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to inform himseif of the activities in which his
depariment is engaged and of his nced to assure
himself also that, firstly, those activities arc lcgal
and lawful and, secondly, they are in the public
interest—that they are for the good of the people.

By questioning the Minister lor Police and
Traffic on Thursday last, the Opposition
demonstrated conclusively the present Minister in
that porifolio was unwilling or unable to make
sure that he was aware ol what was happening in
the Palice Force in this Statec. The Minister
indicated this inilially by his statement when he
said he would not inquire whether members of the
Policc Force werc  recording  telephone
conversations and then by his refusal to rise from
his place in an action which was the first of its
kind in the memory of most members of this
place. The Minister failed even to respond 1o a
legitimate and proper question posed by the
member for Ascot which touched upon the matler
af t¢lephone 1apping.

Throughout this entire debale the Opposition
has been at pains to cxpress that its prime concern
is that if the recording of telephone conversations
is 1o be carried out in the Government’s name,
then the Minister responsible for the actions of
those implementing the policy should be familiar
with and assured of the legality of those actions.
We have been at pains also to point oul our prime
preoccupation has been to obtain a guaranice to
this Chamber and to 1he people of this State that
any such activities on the part of police officers in
Woeslern Australia have been carried ouwt in a
manner  which complies with accepted and
appropriate safeguards.

1 have said alrcady that in the first and possibly
prc-eminent safcguard available—that is, the
knowledge of the Minister and his responsibility
to Parliament and to the public—this Minister
has failed to mcet the test. What other Minister
in this placc—what other member from cither
side of the Housc—would rise in this Chamber
and say, “[ am not going to ask those people for
whom | am responsible what they are doing™?

I can accept a siluation in which a Minister
might make Lhe inquiries and then refuse Lo
divulge the information he obtained, but | cannot
concede a situation in which the Minister will
simply nol inquire of the police officers of Lhis
Suate,  firstly, whether they arc tapping
telephones, and, secondly, il they are tapping
telephones whether they are doing 50 in a manner
and according 10 procedures which will proiect
the public interest.

| want to draw to the atiention of the House a
specific instance that has been brought to the
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attention of the Opposition following the publicity
this matter has reccived. | remind members of
this place thai, by Thursday of last week, there
was very little doubt that the question of
telephone surveillance was about Lo die a natural
death in terms of publicity. The Minister had dug
in his hecls and was refusing to talk. He had
turned back the fundamental obligation of a
person who holds a position similar to the one he
holds. And yet it was the Minister himsell who
cnsured thai this issuc would continue to flourish
and would continue 1o be important in the minds
of the public.

It was the Minister’'s action, in refusing 10
answer legitimate questions, that prompted a
Mood of information to members of the
Opposition. | want to tell the Government aboul
one such picce of information and | want 1o test
the bona fides of this Minister. | will give him as
much information as he needs o examine in
dctail, or have examined, this particular instance
and then | will say to the Mimster that it is his
responsibility 1o undertake the inquiries. 1 will ask
him also for an assurance that he will tell the
Parliament what hc has found when he has
completed his inquiries.

W the Minister finds that the information given
1o the Oppaosition is correct, the Opposition will
expect him either 1o revise his stance in respect of
not inquiring into the activitics of the Police
Force, or, if the Minister maintains thal stance,
the Opposition will cxpect him to resign.

About 18 months ago a business propriclor in
Mt. Lawley discovered two recording devices
attached to the two lines of his 1elephone. He rang
a fricnd of his who was a member of the Police
Force and told that friend of his discovery. The
member of the Police Force first contacted
indicated to the chap who was iclephoning him
that he was aware of the situation and referred
him 1o a second police officer who the first police
officer said had placed the recording devices on
these two telephones.

If that sort of claim is not sufficient, the
Minister should bear this in mind: The person
who discovered these devices on his telephone
then approached the second policeman 10 whom
he was relerred and that policeman conlirmed
what had happened and asked for the “bugs™
back!

Mr Davics: Well. they don’t come cheap, you
know,

Mr B. T. BURKE: The dutiful citizen rcturned
the recording devices o the policeman.

Mr Bryce: The austerity campaign has even
reached the Police Force.
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Mr B. T. BURKE: | want now, with the
assistance of an attendant, 10 pass over Lo the
Minister, on a confidential basis, a circuit
diagram of the listening devices attached 1o the
phones, together with the details of the tetephone
numbers affected and the address of the
establishment in which the devices were found. If
the attendant would pass that to the Minister he
will have all the information he requires, bearing
in mind only this: | understand the proprictor of
the establishment has since moved on, and the
establishment now is in other hands., but the
original proprictor will certainly be available if
even the most superficial inquirics are made.

| want 10 make one or two other points belore
concluding and the first is this; 1 am informed
that the person who discovered the recording
devices on his telcphone at no time allawed
anybody onto his properly to place such devices in
position. That begs the supposition Lhat, if the
devices were in fact placed in position by a
policeman as this man says, then that policeman
broke and entered to ensure that the recarding
devices were put in position.

Mr Coyne: Were Lhe devices
building?

Mr B. T. BURKE: The devices were inside the
building, attached Lo the 1wo telephones operated
by this man.

Mr McPharlin: What were the rcasons for the
devices?

Mr B. T. BURKE: 1 shall turn 10 that matter in
a moment.

I am informed that at no time did the man give
permission for this to occur and, if that is the
case, the Minister has a responsibility to explain
how Lhis came about.

The second point is the one touched upon by
the member for M. Marshall who quile rightly
asked thc reasons for the devices. As the member
for M1. Hawthorn has said, and as we on this side
have said previously, we do not have any objection
10 entertaining the notion ol the tapping of
tclephones and the recording of conversations in
the pursuit of certain classes of criminals. The
Minister said, and everyone will remember his
words. that members of the Opposition. when
confronted by a kidnapper, would certainly wam
the police to take cvery avenue open 10 them in an
endeavour 10 catch the criminal. Members heard
the way in which the Minister used such cmotive
examples 10 try 1o cover up the possibilities to
which we were referring.

| understand from this man that he was wold by

the police he was under investigatien for a crime
that has as s maximum penally for a first

inside the
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offence a finc of $250 or ihrec months’
imprisonment, That hardly lines up alongside the
Minister’s  examples of drug  traffickers,
kidnappers, or murderers.

The other point | want to make is it is my
information the person concerned in this matier
was not charged, not convicted, indeed, not
impugned in any matter whatsocver. And the
Minister wonders why we are aghast at his refusal
cven to inquirc into whether the police are
recording teiephone conversations and, if they are,
whether they arc observing minimal safeguards Lo
protect the public from any abuse!

We have cvery right to ask that this Minister
assurc himself that the safeguards being followed
arc appropriate and are in fact adopted. This
Minister has said, when he bothers to rise to his
fcet, that he is not going 1o ask the police what
they arc doing.

Mr Bryce: And the Premicer supports him.

Sir Charles Court: 1 do support him 100 per
cent. We have always said “Give us a case and il
will be investigated thoroughly.”

Mr H. D, Evans: You have it now!

Sir Charles Court: Give us a complaint and i
will be investigated thoroughly.

Mr Davics: Why do we have to go around
making investigations?

Mr B. T. BURKE: Before | resume my seat |
want 10 mitke onc lurther point and that is that
my Federal collcagues inform me—and this will
be a matter of record—

Mr Hassell: Senator Walsh no doubt—a great
authority!

Mr Davies: He would eat you in one bite!

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Minister secemed just 1o
pop up!

Mr Bryce: Hle did not pop up on Thursday.

Mr B. T. BURKE: My Federal colicagucs
inform me-—and | hasten 1o assure the Minisler
and go on the parliamentary record as having said
that Scnator Walsh is not one of them-—

Mr Hassell: You wanted a reliable source. did
you?

Mre B. T. BURKE: | supgest that, at this stage,
the obligation is on that side of the House and not
on this side.

Mr Coyne: 1 would not bet on it!

Mr B. T. BURKE: My Federal colleagues
inform me that Telecom in this State has revealed
that, of the inquiries it receives from people who
suspect their telephone calls are being monitored,
tapped. or interfered with, a big majority come
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from pcople about whom the State Police have
made inquirics also.

1 say that and I say this: 1t will be a matier of
record as 1o the truth of that situation and it will
bc incumbent upon the Minister not enly 1o
cxplain the circumstances touching on the first
example | have given Lo him, but also 1o Lest the
truth of that statement. As [ said previously, if
the Minister is able Lo determine the truth of
these incidents or statements and if he persists in
maintaining, in the face of that truth, that it is
nol his responsibility to inquire into and assure
himself that the State Police are acling quile
legally, then the Minister should resign.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe—Minister for Police
and Traffic) 15.2% p.m.}: | just wonder whether
the member for Balcatta would like to tefl me
whether the piece of paper he has had delivered o
me is Lhe substance of the complaint he wanls
investigated. Is that all the information he has for
me?

Mr B. T. Burke: 1 am prepared 10 say Lo you—

Mr O'Connor: Is that it or not?

Mr B. T. Burke: With your lorcbearance, Sir,
my complaint is that that recording device was
placed al that address and that it monitored these
telephone numbers. That is my complaint, added
1o the other matters to which | have referred.

Mr O'Connor: Is that the total substance of the
Press report today?

Mr HASSELL: 1 should
member for Balcatta the date an which
occurred.

Mr B, T. Burkc: 1 told you that in my speech.

Mr Young: You said “Aboul 18 months ago™.

Mr HASSELL: That is not a datc. What was
the name of the complainant?

Mr B. T. Burke: You have it there.

Mr HASSELL: | have not got it here on the
paper.

Mr B. T. Burke: Have you the name of the
trade cstablishment or not?

Mr HASSELL: What was the name ol the
complainant? Why does nol the member tell me
the name of the compluinant, the name of the 1wo
police officers, and the dute?

like to ask the
this

Mr Bryce: You would love to get your hands on
the names of the two police officers.

Mr B. T. Burke: What are you frightenced of?

The SPEAKER: Ordert The member for
Balcatta made his speech white the House was in
almost total silence. There were one or two
interjections during the course of his speech but |
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believe they were quite helpful. In the short time
the Minister has been on his feet there have been
many interjections which have not assisted the
debate.  Members  will  desist  from  such
interjections.

Mr HASSELL: The member flor Balcatia,
supplied with a great build-up in the media 1oday
about some dramatic disclosure, sent a sealed
cnevelope to me which contained this piece of
paper | am holding in my hand. | assumed this
piece of paper would supply me with the name of
the complainant, dates and the names of the
policemen concerned. 1 inform the House that this
picce of paper, this great secret, stales as
follows—

Shown below is a circuit diagram of a
recording device found attached 1o two
telephones at Curbside Molors, 77 Walcou
Strect, Mt. Lawley. 3286355, 3286478,

Imported American design, approximate
cost $2.

Then there is a squiggle at the bottom of the page
which is a circuit diagram.

If the member for Balcaua is serious, then |
suggest that he should give me the information on
which an investigation could be carried out:
namely, the namc of the complainant, the date,
and the names of the police officers concerned.

Several members interjecied.

Mr HASSELL: He should inform mc of the
date on which the actions concerned are alleged to
have taken place.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will
resume his seat. The interjections will cecasc.

Mr HASSELL: The member for Balcaua
should inform me of the date on which the alleged
actions took place. the names of the policemen
spoken to and the name of the complainant. How
clse could anyone carry out an investigation?

Mr B. T. Burke: Ring them up. Ring the two
numbers 1 have given to you.

Mr HASSELL: Good grief, there is no
complaint in this letter. This is not a leter of
complaint. 1 think this is the greatest farce we
have ever seen in this House. It is ridiculous and
absurd to see such a larce and the member for
Balcatia ought o be ashamed of himself for
having put up such a stunt. It has aiways been a
fact that when a complaint is made 10 the police.
il is properly investigated.

Mr B. T. Burke: Well investigalc it!

Mr HASSELL: The first thing done by the
solice when a complaint is made is for a scnior
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officer 10 interview the complainant and 1ake a
proper statement from that person so that if
subsequent officers are involved, there is a written
record of evidence which has been verilied by the
complainant, which can be used.

Mr Davies: You know where 10 start.

Mr HASSELL: I am sure | heard the member
for Balcatia say that the ownership of this molor
firm had changed. Now, which complainam do
we 1alk to—the present owner, the former owner,
or the nexl owner?

Mr B. T. Burke: All | said to you was thai if
you inquirc as to the previous ownership of the
firm you can assure yoursell of the person to be
involved. Why don’t you want to do that? If [ am
wrong, you will make hay of it.

Mr HASSELL: If the member for Balcatta
wishes 10 make a complaint on bchalf of a
member of the public, it will be received and
investigated. 1 am not acting on a stunt, a pure
stunt put up for media purposes. The member for
Balcauta knows that that is the case.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

‘Mr HASSELL: If a complaint is made against
the police in this State, in a propec form, it is
properly investigated. The actions of the member
for Balcatia are a complete farce and he knows iL.

Several members interjected.
Mr HASSELL: The member for Balcalta

knows he should provide the names, the dates, and
the details.

Mr B. T. Burke: You have the names written
down in [ront of you. [ think you may be worried.
Why don™t you ask the members of the Police
Force whether they placed any bugs there?

Several members interjecled.

The SPEAKER: Order! [ am worried about the
number of interjections. The interjections will
ccase; il they do not 1 will warn members and
then name them.

Mr HASSELL: We may have thought that as a
result of the carry-on which has occurred today.
the great build-up in the media and all the chit
chat about it, we were about to hear something
interesting from the Opposition.

The Commissioner of Police said, in a one-line
statement last week, that members of the Police
Force in Western Australia do not tap telephones.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is tapping iclephones. not
using rccording devices. You have made that
distinction yourscl[.

Mr HASSELL: If the member for Balcatla has
a complaint as distinct from his media posiuring
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which occurred 1oday, why does he not tell me the
dates of the cvents, the names of the police
officers  concerned, and the name of 1he
complainant?

Mr B. T. Burke: What arc you frightened of?

Mr FIASSELL: If thc member is so worricd
about the issuc why will he not give me that
information s0 that an investigation can take
place?

Mr Laurance: He threw a dart at the telephone
book.

Mr HASSELL: Let us refer bricfly to the
terms of the motion which states—

but we beg to inform Your Excellency that
his Goverament has failed 10 fulfill s
responsibility through its refusal Lo assure
the public of Wesicrn Australia that:

1. State Police are not engaged in the
illcgal recording of (elcphone
conversalions,

Is it not amazing? The weck before last, the
Opposition had nothing ta say about the subject. |
issucd a statcment supporting the combined and
unanimous view of the Australian Commissioners
of Policc that the powcers of telephone tapping
conferred on the Federal Police Foree should be
conferred on the Statc police with appropriatce
sufeguards. In my original statement, I said it was
a4 policy which did not rclate 1o past or present
practice. Since then, we have heard a barrage of
nonsense [rom Opposition members; we have
heiard wild and unsupported allegations about the
illegal activities of the police in this Stale. We
challenged  Opposition  members 1o produce
evidence, and today, we have received it. We have
received it and here it is in my band; this is the
cvidence and the best the Opposition could de.

Mr B. T. Burke: If you don’t follow it up | am
sure the Press will and you will look mighty silly.

Mr HASSELL: If the Press wishes to Tollow it
up, 1 am surc it will. IT the members of the Press
have nothing better to do than run around with
these litde diagrams—

Mr B. T. Burke: You are pretly weak.

Mr HASSELL: | have said that if the member
for Balcatta cares 10 tell me the name of the
complainant, the dates of the events, and the
names of the police officers, the complaint will be
investigated.

Mr Parker: You have said that before.

Mr B. T. Burke: | know thc name of Lhe
complainant and | know the approximate dale,

but | do not know the names of the police officers
concerned.
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Mr HASSELL: Does not the complainan
know the namces?

Mr B. T. Burke: 1 am not sure; he has not tok
me but it is a completely stupid proposition tha
just because | cannot name a police officer th
Minister won't look at anything.

Mr Young: Absolutely embarrassing.
Scveral members interjecied.

The SPEAKER: Order! | have called (h
House to order several times and members havs
interjecled from bolh sides. Interjections am
unacceptable 10 me and | will warn the ncx
person who interjects.

Mr HASSELL: In the debate over the pas
week and a half, the real issues have not bee
dcalt with by thc Opposition members at am
stage. They have not deall with the issues of lav
enlercement in this State; the prevention of crime
which is wha1 the Police Force is all about—

Mr Shalders: Hear, hear!

Mr HASSELL: —and the integrity and qualiv
of our Police Force.

The effective enforcement of the law is ver
imporiant to the people of this State. The right
of individual citizens and their privacy, as well a
their right to go about their lawful business i
important to this Siate and to the people of thi
State. It was on that basis that the stalement wa
made on behall of the Government that w
supported the combined and unanimous views o
the Commissioners of Police of Australia tha
subjcct Lo proper safeguards the same powers o
telephone tapping as applied to the Federal Polic
Force should be extended to State police. Thi
State police have the essential and primary 1ask o
law enforcement.

In addition to that, 1 am concerned with ou
Policc Force in this State and that it has th
highest integrity and highest capacity and level o
ability—

Mr B. T. Burke: And the worst Minister!

Mr HASSELL: —lo dcal with crime in 1hi
State. They should deal with crime after it ha
occurred and should prevent it from occurring.

Mr Pcarce: Before it occurs.

Mr HASSELL: On many occasions in ou
history in this country we have witnessed th
experiences of other countries. One cxample i
that of the United Slates which has had man
unfortenate phases and South America also. Wi
have seen civil disturbance and terrorism and wi
have not learnt the Iesson until it has occurred it
our country.
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I am concerned 10 ensure that our Police Force
is ahead and not behind in its cfforts 10 prevent
crime. | have supported our Police Force in its
cndcavours to be a force of the highest integrity.
When the former Commissioner of Police had
occasion 1o say 1o me that certain officers should
be dismissed -1 am not surc of the number of
occasions—because qucstions had been raised
about the inmegrity of such officers, V did not
hesitate 10 accept his recommendation,

That is how thc position ought to be. It is
essential that our officers be of the highest
integrity and standard. There is no question that
in a force of mcn drawn from all walks of life.
some 2 700 people, there should be some occasion
when some stray from the rules and do the wrong
thing.

However, that is an entirely different matter
from the suggestions made by members of the
Opposition during the last week. It has been
implied that our Police Force has been involved in
illcgal  interference  relating  to  eclectronic
surveillance. It is the cssence of the protection of
the liberty of the people in this pation that all
people arc subject to the law. The police, the
trade unions and their members are subject to the
law. Of course, we have heard, quite often, from
the members of the Opposition, the proposition
that the trade unions should be above the law and
not subject 1o the rules of the community.
According o members of the Opposition trade
unionists who pursue campaigns of industrial
action which involve the deliberate destruction of
praperty, should not be subject to any penalty.
We are talking about millions of dollars worth of
damage.

Several members interjected.

Mr Pcarce: Tap their phones then.

Mr HASSELL: It has been sugpgesied that
these people should not be subject to any action.

Scveral members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for
Gosnells that if he continues to interjecs | shall
name him.

Mr HASSELL: As far as | am concerned, and
as far as our Police Force is concerned, trade
unions and trade union members are and will
remain subject Lo the law.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: While this Government is in
office the Police Force in our State will continue
to be free of political direction. | cannot imagine
anyone who would make more fuss than the
member for Balcatta il it were suggested, or
established, that the police should be subjected 10

97

the direction of the Government as 1o how they
should enforce the law or as 1o what action they
should 1ake in rcgard to any case.

The member would object, other members of
the Opposition would object, and all the members
of the Government would object because it has
taken 1 000 years of history and ! Q00 years of
conflict within the society which preceded Lhe
present sociely in Great  Britain 1o csiablish the
fundamcntal principles upon which we operate.
The fundamental principle so lar as the police are
concerned is that we do not interfere in the
judicial process, and the judicial process begins at
the stage of prosecution. We do not 1ell the police
when 10 prosccute, how 1o prosccute, who to
prosccule, or who not to prosccutce,

Furthermore, we do not tell the police who to
investigate, when 10 investigate, or how to
investigate, because to do so would amount to
political interference and we will not do that.

Mr Jumicson: That was not the case with
Noonkanbah.

Mr HASSELL: It is the bounden duty of every
police officer 1o uphold the law. Each police
officer swears an oath to do Lhat, and has an
obligation 10 do it. However, that is not 1o say
there arc no communications between the police
and the Government and  belween  the
commissioner and the Minister. It is nol Lo say
the Government is not concerned about Lhe level
of police activity or the number of policemen
because, of course, the Government must provide
for that in the Budget and account for it to the
Parliament. On the other hand, it is 1o say that we
will not conccrn ourselves in the details of police
operations and we will not involve ourselves in
asking the Commissioner of Policc—which is
what the member for Balcatia wanted me to do
last weck—"*Mr Commissioner, have you or your
afficers been breaking the law?” What an absurd
question.

Mr Bryce: That was not the question at all. It
was “Are you tapping 1clephones?”

Mr HASSELL: It was the Question indeed. We
know that the tapping of telephoncs may well be
considered illegal and the member is asking me to
ask the Commissioner of Police “Are you
breaking the law by tapping lelephones?” and |
do not intend to ask him that.

Mr Bryce: All of your front bench collecagues
would.

Mr HASSELL: | repeat and make it clear that
if any complainant lodges complaints against the
policc in respect of their alleged activity and
provides the details necessary to cnable an
investigation to be made, that investigation will be
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made: and it will be made by a senior officer of
the Police Force—a commissioned officer—under
a system which has worked ecffectively and
strongly over a very long time. [t is a system
under which police officers who are subject to
investigation know full well they are being
investigated by people who have the competence
and capacily Lo ensure they give the answers; Lhey
know full well they are being investigated by men
who arc fearless in dealing with crrant police
officers.

Short of that we will pot interfere. However, |
go further: If complaints are not dealt with
properly it becomes a matier of concern to the
Government and the Minister. However, until
that point they are not the concern of the
Government and the Minister.

Dcbate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting, on motion by Mr Bryce.

QUESTIONS

Questions were taken at Lhis stage.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: ELEVENTH DAY
Amendment to Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
siting.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [7.30 p.m.]: L support the
amendment moved by the member for Mt.
Hawthorn and seconded by the member for
Balcatia. 1 should like to say at the outset that, by
his performance this evening and in respect of his
performance over the last few days. the Minister
for Police and Traffic has all the hallmarks of
someone who is concealing the truth.

Sir Charles Court: Oh, oh!

Mr BRYCE: It would have been very casy lor
the Minister to answer simply the questions which
have been asked in this place. In that way he
would have allayed the concern and anxiety some
people have that indiscriminate telephone lapping
could be occurring in our city.

The Minister could quite easily have said to the
member for Balcatla or mysel{ in answer to
questions in this place “No, the State Police Force
is not tapping telephones.” That is all he needed
Lo say Lo have set this question o one side.

The Minisier has refused repeatedly 10 answer
that simple guestion, bui, more importantly as a
matter which should concern this House, he has
rcfused repeatedly 1o follow up with  his
depariment these questions of concern which have
been raised by members of the Opposition.

[ASSEMBLY]

| ask you, Sir, to reflect by locking along th
front bench and asking yourself which othe
Government Minister in this Cabinet would dar
to turn his back on this sort of allegatio
concerning the function and operation of hj
department?

Mr Hassell: What allegations?

Mr BRYCE: The allegation to which 1 refer |
that the police are tapping telephones in thi
State. '

Mr Hassell: On what evidence?

Mr BRYCE: Let me demonstrate the point o
the benefit of this “keystone corporal” who ha
been unable to follow up the information whic
has been given to him by the member [o
Balcatta. During (he tea  suspension
journalist—not a police officer—from The Wes
Australian has been able to identify, locale, an
speak o the individual who was referred to by th
member for Balcatla.

Mr Young: Big deal'

Mr BRYCE: And yet we saw the Minister [g
Police and Traffic—

Mr Old: How clever!

Mr Young: Do you mean the member [o
Balcatta could net do it?

Mr BRYCE: —declare that he needed mor
names, mare details, and more information beflor
his department could follow up that sort o
information,

By virtue of his performance here this evening
the Minister reflected very badly on the Polic
Force over which he presides as the number on
law officer in this State. He stood here and sai
he did not have sufficient information and yet .
journalist has done the work—presumably onl
the first part of the work—

Mr Hassell: We knew that was going
happen. That was the big sltatement you hav
been organising all day.

Mr BRYCE. The Minister for Police an
Traffic has demonstrated his incompetence. |
astonishcd members on Lhis side of the House t
hear, during the course of remarks on Thursday
the Premier interject 1o the effect that he woul
not have c¢xpecled his Minister for Police ami
Traffic to ask the Police Force whether it wa
tapping lelephones. If 1 remember correctly, h
said *. . . and no more he should” when we on thi
side of the House were insisting that a Ministc
had a ministerial responsibility 1o follow up th
query.

Mr Hassell: What query?
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Mr BRYCE: Can you, Sir. imagine the
Minisier for Healih sugpgesting wo this place that
he was not going 1o lollow up a query in respect of
his department—a  perfectly legitimate query
based on lcgitimate anxicty cxpressed by
members of the Opposition?

We have seen countless examples of Ministers
who have, at question 1im¢ or during the course of
debate, noted concern expressed by members on
this side of the House and who have given an
undertaking by way of interjection that they will
follow uwp. investigate, and follow through the
qucry or source of anxicly expressed by the
member. There is nothing new in this lechnique.
The Minister has behaved for nearly two wecks as
if he has somcthing to hide. because he has
refused numerous invitations to make a simple
cheek.

It concerns me (o hear the argument put
forward by the Minister for Police and Traffic
and  supporied by his  Premicr that this
Government, when it is in trouble or under some
sort of pressure—

Mr Hasscll: Who is in trouble?
~ Mr B. T. Burke: Who is in trouble!

Mr BRYCE: —secks to distance itself from the
Police Force and the Commissience of Police and
suggests the Minister for Police and Trafflic is
quite a scparate person and not really responsible
for the performance of that particular pari of the
system of government in this State. That occurs
only when the Government is under pressure.

Could [ suggest 1o you. Sir, in all scriousness,
that if this is the Government’s attitude, it ought
1o dispense with the position of Minister for
Paolice and Trafflic. We ought simply to have a
commissar of police and leave it at that. Why
bother 10 have a Minister of the Crown seated in
this House who is allegedly responsible for the
portfolio of Police and Traffic il. when he is
questioned, by virtue of our right 10 question him
under the Westminster system of government, he
refuses 10 answer those questions?

| deplore the actions of the Minisier for Police
and Traffic in this Chamber this evening. He did
a dastardly thing when he revealed information
which was handed to him in confidence by the
member for Balcatta.

Sir Charles Couri: Oh dor’t come at that!

Mr Young: The member for Balcalta had
alrcady given that information 1o Channel 7. It
wis (oo late to retract it. That is what appeured
on Channel 7 news.,

Mr  BRYCE: That information  was
subscquently given accuraicly 10 the media, The

29

member for Balcalta in Lhis place Lhis evening
offered information 10 the Minister for Police and
Traffic on a confidential basis, requesting him—

Mr Young: Tell Channel 7 that!

Mr BRYCE: —to investigaie that query. You,
Sir, might well ask why members of the
Opposition are not prepared at every turn to
reveal the names of people who come forward Lo
express their anxiclics about this Government’s
performance and the secrecy within Government
departments.

Mr Parker: And particularly this Minisier.

Mr BRYCE: Freguently members opposile
challenge us and say “Give us the names of the
individuals.”” The Minisler said “Give us the
name of the persen.” Can you, Sir, understand
that members on 1his side of the House have very
good rcason nol 1o accepl the word of a Minister
like this?

Mr Young: You have 10 be kidding. You pcople
use accusations and will not even give the
information to us in conflidence when we ask for it
in writing.

Mr Hasscll: That is a stunt! Il he was vagucly
cancerned about the issuc. he would have sent me
a letier aboul it weeks ago.

Mr BRYCE: | should like to draw 1o the
attention of the Minister for Police and Traffic a
matter 1 should like him to investigate. It was
mentioned (0 me by a sentor law officer in this
Sate.

Mr B. T. Burke:
clothes docs he wear?

Mr BRYCE: This officer has expressed concern
as a result of this Minister's cvasion and
meandering when he has been asked o answer the
simple question “Are the police officers of this
State tapping tclephone conversations?” As a
result of this Minister’'s  performance, this
message has been conveyed to me by a concerned
law officer. He has drawn my attention 1o the fact
that in the CIB hcadquarters there is a sccret
room—a room to which Lhere are only two keys: a
room which is used for the precise purpose of
monitoring and recording tclephone conversations.
He informed me also that cvery senior sectional
head of the Police Force of this Stiate is aware of
the existence of that room and knows its purposc.

[ ask the Minister to accepl his responsibilitics
and 1o investigaie that as an assertion from a
member of Parliament. passed on from somebody
who is very concerned indeed as a result of this
Minister’s mecandering and evasive conduct on
this subject.

Mr Hassell: What is his complaint?

Name him' What colour
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Mr B. T. Burke: What is his complaint! What
is his wifc’s name?

Mr Blaikic: What is his complaint?

Mr BRYCE: In cssence, his complaint Lo me is
that this Minister has treated this Parliament and
the public of Western Australia with complete
contempt; that the Minister has sought to convey
the impression to Western Australians in all
walks of life that there is no tapping of 1elephone
conversations. This law officer has suggested in
his message to me that there is a secret room at
the CIB headquarters lor this very purposc. 1 ask
the Minister—

Mr Blaikie: What is the complain1?
Opposition members interjected.

Mr Hassell: The police have no scerets—is that
what your complaint is?

Mr BRYCE: Let me return to the theme of the
Minister’s comments this evening. He suggesied
everybody in this community—and he named the
tradc unions and 1ihe Police Force and |
interjected and named the owners of capital—has
a responsibility to uphold the law and the Statutes
of this State and of Australia as a whole. This is
the nub of the question. We are concerned that

there is a possibility the law of this nation is not.

being upheld.

Mr Sibson: Well, make a complaint 10 the
proper place and i1 will be dealt with.

Mr Parker: This is the proper place.

Mr BRYCE: The Minister must know that the
law rclating to this malter is a Federal faw. It is
the Teleccommunications {Interception) Act of
1979. Under that particular Statute not only is
powcer nol given Lo any member of this House or
any member of the State Police Force or any
other individual 10 1ap people’s tclephone
conversations, but also that Statute explicitly
prohibits anybody, other than designated afficers
of the Federal Police Force and the security
service, from cngaging in the practice of Lapping
telephone conversations.

Mr Hasscll: Arc you now saying the police are
tapping telephones?

Mr BRYCE: Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Watt)—

Mr Hassell: Is that what you are saying?

Mr BRYCE: —I am asking the Minister 1o
cnsurc that the very high-blown principles and
philosophies that he is quick o cxpound to the
public—

Mr Hassell: Is that what you are saying?

Mr BRYCE: —that everybody must uphold the
law, are followed in preciscly the same way by his
departmental officers.
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Mr Hassell: Arc you now saying the police ar
tapping tclephones?

Mr BRYCE: 1" ask the Minister whether h
wants to change places with me so that | ca
answer the question. Il so, 1 will accommodau
him and take over his portfolio immediately.
would be very happy to do that.

Mr Hassell: What is the complaint?

Mr BRYCE: The only person in this Hous:
who can uncquivocally say one way or the othe
whether the Police Force of this Staie is 1appin)
telephones is the Minister for Police and Traffic
He now has the hide to ask me whether | an
saying the police Lap telephones. | do not happel
10 be the Minister for Police and Traffic.

Mr Hassell: I am asking: What is the complain
you want investigated? Why can™t you tell uw
that? What is the complaint you wan
investigated?

Mr BRYCE: Mr Acting Speaker, 1 anticipat
you will be in polilics for a long time before you
see another example of a Minister sceking t
squirm out of a situation for which he has ni
answer. The member for Balcatta gave thi
Minister information this evening. 1 suggest, witl
tespect, that any other Minister of the Crow:
would have followed up such information witl
very greal speed indeed.

Mr Bertram: That is for sure.

Mr BRYCE: We saw the prescnt Minisicr fo
Education when he was the Minister fo
Immigration instigate a few years ago a CIL
inquiry in respect of the affairs of the Departmen
of Immigration before the break of dawn the da
after he was informed of a situation. He did s¢
because he fett that some of the things said in thi:
State  Parliament warranted urgent CIL
investigation. Yet this Minister was confrontec
with concrete evidence from the member fo
Balcatta—

Mr Blaikie: You have bcen out in the sun 1o
long.

Mr BRYCE: —which, 1 might say, a journalis
used to put the Minister for Police and Traffic
shame.

Mr Blaikie: Rubbish!

Mr BRYCE: The Minister for Police anc
Tralfic has acted like a Keystone Cop. It &
regrettable that by his behaviour he secks to bring
a sense of disgrace and shame upon the Polic
Force. Let me say that | feel very sorry indeed fo)
his new commissioncr who has inherited a set o
practices and form of standards which hi:
predecessor bequeathed 10 him, a character whe
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many of us on this side of the House were very
pleased indecd to sce retirc.

Governmenl members interjected.

Mr BRYCE: The present commissioner has the
complcte  confidence of my parliamentary
colleagues. | assume he has the complete
confidence of cverybody throughout Western
Australia. He has the best wishes from us 1o do a
very successful job. The situation would be
satisfactory if only he had a Minister prepared Lo
stund and defend him.

When any question concerning the Police Force
is raised in this place this Minister runs lor cover
and  sccks Lo distance  himself  from  his
commissioner and the Police Force. What | would
like to do in the two minutes remaining to me is Lo
outline what thc Opposition belicves ought 10
happen in respeet of the use of telephone tapping,
reccording or monitoring for the detection of
crime.

Mr Hassell: Is this your view or the view of the
Opposition?

Mr BRYCE: Our position has been distorted
by the Minister. | imagined he would seek 10
conflusc the issuc. We hope any phone tapping is
justificd by the pursuit of hardencd criminals.

Mr Blaikie: You are running for cover!

Mr BRYCE: We believe the use of phenc
tapping should be controlled siringently and
deflined narrowly. The offences involved should be
serious and specifically identified. We are of the
view that members of the Police Foree should
scek approval from a superior court to be able to
carry out phone Lapping. Phone tapping should be
justified.

Mr Hassell: Arc you speaking on behalf of the
Oppasition?

Mr BRYCE: | am outlining what our policy
happens 1o be.

Mr Hassell: What happencd to the Opposition
police spokesman?

Mr  BRYCE: The Opposition’s police
spokesman has also outlined our position. He does
not want 1o see the extension of indiscriminate
phone tapping. The spokesman for police on our
side of the House was ill when this mauer arose,
and the Minister for Police and Traffic has
attempted to gain political capital oul of thai—it
is a cheap stunt. We are firmly ol the view that
whilst tclephone sapping is in progress it ought to
be monitored. The people doing the tapping ought
10 receive permission Lo do so on a temporary
basis, and they ought 10 justify any exiension of
time that is necessary or required to do the job.

Mr Hassell: Did we say anything different?
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Mr BRYCE: Is the Minister doing anything
different?

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [7.31 p.m.]: This maiter has
gone completely beyond the realms of the pail.

Government members interjected.

Mr H. D. EVANS: It has reached that cxtem
because of Lhe actions af one Minister of this
Government. He asked by way of interjection.
“What is the complaint of the Opposition?” We
now have three areas of complaini. What could
have been resolved by a simple and honest one-
syllable word has become something of a mess
which has brought into this debaie the question of
the whole range of responsibilitics of
Governments—nol just the Minister but the
entirc Government and the system under which
we operate.

First and foremost if we look at these three
arcas we  scc  the concept ol  ministerial
responsibility. At the outsel | say we arc dealing
with somebody who is not a2 Minister’'s boot Jace.
The role of a Minister is 10 accept the tolal
responsibility of the department wilh which he is
entrusted and of which he holds the stewardship
during his period of office. If there is 10 be
responsibility he is accountable 1o somebody, and
that is the Governmcent of the day. Through his
position he also is accountable Lo the Parliament:
albeit this Government tries to play down that
aspect of responsibility and all the time wants to
work in secrecy. Howcver, thal aspect of
responsibility is part and parcel of Lhe system no
matier how much it is disregarded at present.

If we further consider the responsibility of a
Minister we see that he is not only accountable
for the financial aspects of his department and the
responsibility to ensure his department receives
the proper priorities and atientions it merits at
Budget time, but also charged with the propriety
of the actions of his department and, furthermore,
its operation.

These matters come back to the responsibility
ol onc¢ individual, a Minister. It is his role. He
cannol pass it to his subordinates; he cannot Lry to
hide when the going gets tough and say his
administration should not be brought into the
arcna of government.

A Minister cannaol dissociate himself from his
department. This Minister has abrogaled his true
responsibility in ministerial office. In doing what
he has hec has brought discredit to the
Government of which he is an integral part. We
cannot have a Minister not fulfil his proper role
and pull his weight when i1 comes to running the
Government of a Siate. Under the traditions of
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the Westminster system a Minister of this kind
involved in the sorts of actions outlined would be
cxpected Lo resign.

Sir Charles Court: Don’t talk rol.
Government gives dircctions to its police?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Members of Governments
under the Westminster system who have resigned
because of their behaviour or of giving false
information are in a Sunday school class
compared with this Minister. That is the first
point  with which wc  now  become
cmbroilecd—ministerial  responsibility and  the
otal system of Westminster democracy as we
knew it before the advemt of this Governmenl.

The third point within this entirc question, and
the third area of complaint, is the alleged conduct
of the police on this occasion. Reasonable grounds
1o ask a question were brought to the Opposition.
Il a question or action cannot be initiated in the
Parliament on reasonable grounds, where then
can it be initated? The Opposition would
abrogate its role if it did not press Lhis matter and
seck a full explanation from the Minister for
Police and Traflfic. He had his chance; he had the
opportunily 1o usc a onc-syllable word as 1o
whether at this time tapping or recording of
iclephones is carried out by the Police Force. If
we look at the grounds for this question we can
scc the member for Balcatta furnished some
reasunable information.

Mr Coyne: Fair go!

Mr H. D. EVANS: Docs the Government
beilieve that the degree of information which the
member for Balcatta gave is not acted upon by
the police on any day ol any week, whether it be
in regard o a kidnapping or car stealing? The
Government cannot expect the public of this State
to beiieve that the member for Balcatia did not
provide sulfTicient information for action to be
taken. In addition, the allegation—it cannot be
called a greal deal more than that—was given in
good (aith 10 the member for Ascot. He knows a
little about such matters because he has flelt the
full weight of ministerial responsibility in the
course of his Lime in this Parliament. I was on
less information than provided by the member for
Balcatta that a CID investigation was ordered
against the member for Ascot—against a member
of Parliament. 1t was on more {limsy informaticon
than the Minister has before him at this moment.

The information was given in sincerity and on
the basis of the bona fides of this Minister.
Information was given in good faith 10 a member
of Parliament and there is no way at this stage in
which he can be expected to divuige the source of

Whal
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his information, even in confidence, in the light ¢
the Minister's actions earlier this cvening.

We of course realise that at CID headquarter
lacilities for tapping and recording Lelephon
conversations are available. With that in mind
believe the Opposition was more than reasonabl
in secking he informalion it sought. What doe
the Minister have to hide? If he docs not com
forward to make a clear statement in his interest
1o satisfy the responsible inquiry of th
Opposition, the Press, and the people of the Stau
he ought to do it for the sake of the Police Forc
for which he is responsible. 1l the Minister is
act like this he is leaving his entire Police Forc
vulnerable to attack from the Press and justifie
suspicion on the part of the public, the public tha
it is the task of the Police Force to look afier. Th
relationship between the police and the public |
mosl at risk. Great pains are taken—

Mr Hassell: You are doing your best to destro
it as you and your collcapues always try to dc
You never give up.

Mr H. D. EVANS: | was waiting for tha

interjection.  What a  miserable weak-knee
Minister the Police Farce has here.
Mr B. T. Burke: The Minister o

irresponsibility!

Mr H. D. EVANS: He could have cleared thi
malter up in the interests of the Police Force wil
one word, but he chase 1o posture and create a
image, but he has come badly unsiuck.

Threc areas are brought into full focus. Th
Minister has asked lor complainis and he ha
them. Firstly, the Opposition has asked whethe
the Police Force is acting llegally at the preser
time, and there are rcasonable grounds to ask thi
guestion. Sccondly, the Minister’s action, attitudt
and conduct as a Minister are something less tha
desirable and satisfactory. Thirdly, there has bee
the denigration of this Parliament and the role |
should play in the democratic processes of th
Westminster system. For those three things th
Minister stands condemned, and | suggest |
would be quite reasonable 1o ask for hi
resignation.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—Premicr
[8.01 p.m.]: The amendment moved by th
Opposition 1¢ the Address-in-Reply has two part
wit.

Mr E. T. Evans: We all know that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Well, | am glad th
honourable member knows something.

M: E. T. Evans: We don't have 1o be told b
you.
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Mr Sibson: Last weck he did not even know
wherc the Kalgoorlic Regional Hospital was.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The amendment
commences—

but we beg to inform Your Excellency thai
your Government has [lailed to fulfill its
responsibility through its refusal to assure
the public of Western Australia that:

I. State Police are not engaged in the
illegal recording of telephone
conversations.

Of course that immediately raises the questions:
Are they? Who said they are? And what evidence
is there?

Mr H. D. Evans: Quite reasonable cvidence.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Tonight we had the
greatest balloon of all times pricked with a great
big pin and it went pop. This followed the big
build-up today. They do this sort of thing on
television day after day. Viewers are told “If you
listen tonight you will see great sensational news.”
More often than not, when onc¢ turns on the
television after such a message, the result is a
fizzog.

On the front page of tonight’s edition of the
Daily News we saw a great build-up. There was
supposed to be a great disclosure; names, etc
would be given. We were supposed to hear of a
rcal complaint—the first complaint we had ever
had. What did we have? A piece of paper passed
across the Chamber with great secrccy. The
Opposition hoped that thec Minister would leave it
scaled in ils envelope overnight and that the Press
would be able to come out with big headlines 1o
the effect that the member for Balcatta disclosed
a big secrel; some particular person made a
complaint that had to be investigated.

I must remind the Opposition that it is
completely out of touch with this matter. The
Opposition tried 1o create an emotive atmosphere,
bul it has become a larce. The member for Ascot
talked about public concern and anxiety, as
though everyone siays up at might, afraid to put
the light out and to go to bed because somebody is
lapping a teclephone. It has been all very
mysterious and quite theatrical.

Mr Davies: So is your performance.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The sell-righieous
and hypocritical autitude of the member for
Balcaita takes the bun. It is the best | have ever
heard in this place. Mcmbers of the Opposition
say that al¥ the Minister had Lo do was Lo say one
word—"No"; thal is, “no phone 1apping”. The
Minister was not entitled to say “No” and he
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should not have said “No" ‘because he should not
know enough 10 be able 10 say “No™,

Mr Parker: He should know enough about the
law and how it is being served in Western
Australia.

Sir CHARLES COURT: | must remind
members—I know members are sick of hearing it
but I have 10 tell them again—hal the
Government of this State does not direct the
Police Force. We do nol go around asking the
commissioner how he is doing his work, and we do
not ask the police officers how they are doing
their work. We assume they are operaling within
the law; they arc sworn to operate within the law.
Apart from the odd exception that we have

experienced over the wyears, 1 think it is
acknowledged generally—although | question
whether the Opposition would agree with

me—that the Police Farce of this State has served
us well and honourably over a long period of Llime
and {requently in difficult circumstances. If the
Minister went around asking the commissioner
what he was doing aboul this or that crime, he
would immediately place the commissioner in the
situation that he felt he was being directed, being
queried as to his compeience, or that the Minister
was attempting to interfere and influence the
work of the commissioner.

The Minister has my complete support in the
attitude he has adopted; his predecessor adopted
the same attitude, and very rightly so.

Mr Davies: You surprise me.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Minister
questions the commissioner or his officers aboul
the way they are doing their particular work, he is
starting to direct and influence their work, and
that would be a disastrous thing.

Let us go back to the origin of the melodrama
we have seen develop over the last Tew days, and |
emphasise the prefix “melo”—this is a phony
drama. The Minister came oul in support of all
the Commissioners of Police in Australia with my
complete support and concurrence before he made
this stalement—to say that the Western
Australian Government would support legislation
1o give the police of the several States—not only
our Stale—the power to indulge in telephone
lapping with the required safeguard. From the
point of view al the Federal Police Force, the
required saleguard is 1that the force has to have
the approval of a Federal Court judge to altow
tclephone tapping. In the case of Western
Ausltralia, we soughl to have the approval of a
Supreme Court judge. We did not seek to have
the approval of a magistrale or e¢ven the approval
ol a District Court judge; we sought the approval
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of a judge of the Supreme Courlt of Western
Australia as we felt this was more than Lhe
cquivalent of a Federa) Court judge and that this
course was desirable. The story is as simple as
that.

The Ministier said that the Government wanted
the Police Force 10 have this authority because of
the nature of crime that is developing in the
present social order. No doubt one day this sort of
crime will increase in our own State, although
heaven forbid that that happens. However, we
want our police officers Lo have the same power as
their Federal counterparts, with the saleguard 1
have referred 1o, so that the rights of individuals
are fully protecied.

All of a sudden we scem o have lost sighl of
that principle. The media has referred to
telephone tapping as though many people's
phones are being tapped. Probably hardly a
member of this place has nol received a call from
a constituent claiming that his phone is being
tapped. This happens when a person hears his
phone go “tick tick™ or if it does nol go “buzz
buzz” when he picks up the receiver. People arc
very concerned about this mauter, and rightly so,
but it has been blown out of proportion because of
all the drama surrounding the subject. In most
cascs when a member receives a complaint such
as | have referred 1o, he refers the matter to
Telecom Australia and he receives a very quick
and scnsible answer. My experience has been that
Telccom has given a very prompt and very
positive answer to people who have made such
complaints. | cannot recall one occasion aver my
period as a member of Parhament when 1 have
submitted such a complaint to Telecom and there
has not been a technical reason for the peculiar
noise in the telephone.

Pcopic hear about telephone tapping in films
and through the media, and they belicve that evil
people resort 10 telephone tapping. The police
officers do not resort to it for an  evil
purposc—they resort 1o it to overcome evil. For
the first time the Opposition has now admitted
that they believe there should be tclephone
tapping with the required precautions—

Mr Parker: We said it fast weck.

Sir CHARLES COURT: —so that a decision
is nol made by one person alone; approval must be
sought from someone in the community who is
trusted.

I come back to this famous word “*No™ referred
10 by the Opposition. It is nonsense 10 say that all
we needed a few days ago was the Minister 10 say
this one word. The Minister was not entitled Lo
say “No” and he would have been very foolish to
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have said it. 1 remind members opposite that las
week, in the clearest possible terms, the Actin
Commissioner of Police said that the police i
Western Australia are not tapping telephones an
do not. Certainly he was entitled 10 say it a
distinct from the Minister. For some reason o
other the Opposition just dismissed that statemen
lightly as though it was of no consequence.

[ supgest that if the Minister had sai
“No"——even though he was not entitled 10 sa
it—we would have had another motion tonigh
with Lhat uddly-fiddly piece of paper a
“misevidence”—il there 8 such
thing—produced in an effort 1o say that th
Minister had not told the truth, or that he wa
incompelent and did not know what was going o
in his department.

I wani to rcmind members opposile, and
would like 1o remind those listening in the Publi
Gallery, that this is ane of those phaney balloon
which has been blown up uniil it bursts.

Mr Davies: | think you are giving us baloncy.

Sir  CHARLES COURT: 1 wamt
congratulate the Minister on the way he handle
the matter, in a calm, deliberatc profcssiona
style.

Mr Davies: Shaking like a leaf and white as .
ghost—that is how he was.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Davies: He needed a brandy o bring hin
around.

Sir CHARLES COURT: [t was onc of Lh
most straightforward, most cffective—

Mr E. T. Evans: Precise.

Mr Bertram: Succinct.

Sir CHARLES COURT: No, thase arc not th
appropriate words.

Mr Davics: Tremendous.

Sir CHARLES COURT: [t was thc mos
cflective destruction of an argument 1 have hear
in this place, and the simplicity of the responsc
from the Minister—

Mt Parker: What responses?

Sir CHARLES COURT: ~—and the fact h
was so precise aboul it was the telling feature
The member for Balcatia and his mates must b
fecling rather sick at the present time.

Mr B. T. Burke: | am feeling perfectly well.

Mr Young: No reason to.

Mr Bryce: He wouldn’t like to finish up 0
hospital.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: We then come back
10 the melodrama, A humble journalist from The
West Australian goes off into the dark of night
and does what the Opposition says should have
been done by the Minister. Of course the Minister
should not do that sort of thing: that is the job of
the Police Force. Let somebody come out and lay
a complaimi—that is what we are asking for. Lel
someone say, “This i my complaint: this is when
it happened. These are the people involved” and
just as the Minister has assured members, |
promisc that the matier will be investigated very
thoroughly and reporied upon. Bul we must have
somc basis from which Lo siart.

For instance, the picce of paper handed over
has the name ol a trade firm en i1, but it does not
give the name of the person making the complaint
or the police officer concerned. Then we arc told
that the proprictors there now arc not the
proprictors who were there when the incident
happened. The member for Ascot, the Leader of
the Opposition, and members on the other side
have a responsibility, if they belicve that phone
tapping is occurring, to produce onc of these
people who has the courage to come forward and
lay a complaint.

Mr Davics: Are you suggesting he would need
courage?

Sir CHARLES COURT: From that point
onwards Lhe police officers would do the work in a
professional way. Unless somcone is prepared 1o
make a complaint, the whole thing is a farce and
phoncy, and, 1 beclieve, the Opposition’s
amendment is exposed for what it is.

This question of the Minister’s use of the word
“No™ is an old trick in the intelligence world. IT
onc can get someone ¢lse 10 deny the presence of
something, onc has achicved a breakthrough and
onc can start 10 work on it from there. The
Minister would have been failing in his duty, and
not half as bright as | think he is—and | believe
he is a very competent Minister—if he had fallen
for the three-card irick.

Members opposite have been trying to get the
Minister to fall for that trick, just 1o get them off
“the hook™. However, that would only be the
start—mcembers opposite would piliory him and
the Police Farce. How would the Minister know?
There was no basis for him o say “No”.

Mr Davics: You have 10 do better than that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The amendment docs
no credit 1o the Opposition. The Opposition has
been building the matter up for days. It has
picked on an issuc. hoping 10 get headlines for a
whilc. and it is hoping like fury that this matter
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will take everyone's mind off the event of last
night.
Mr Brycc: What was that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: What an
cmbarrassment it must be for members opposite
to sit here as a parliamentary party aflter what
their lay organisation did a1 a stacked mecting
last night on the jarrah class action matter.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come
o order! | suggest the Premier adhere o the
amendment before the Chair.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, | will
gladly adherc to the amendmeni—having got my
point across that there were a lot of very solid old
Labor blokes who saw delegales last night they
have never seen befare and whom they do not
wanl to sec again!

The Governmenl dismisses item (1) ol the
amendment. | have made the point Lhat it secks 1o
fish for information, hoping someone will fall for
the three card trick. We¢ have no intention of
doing that.

The amendment goes on 1o call for proper
safeguards 1o be followed by Siatc police
whenever telephone conversations are recorded. |
remind members opposite that this whole matier
is about a Minister, who quiie properly, and with
the full knowledge and approval of the
Governmenl of the day, said that we wanted the
Police Force in Western Australia and in all other
States to have the same powers to tap telephones
as arc granted to the Federal police, because of
somgc of the heinous, far-reaching and devastating
crimes which are being commilted, and with all
the drug trafficking which is going on. We simply
wanl ¢ altempt 1o come lo grips with these
crimes and in this, we are sceking only the same
powers as arc granted to the Federal police.

Mr B. T. Burke: Appoint a Select Commitlee
or a Royal Commission to investigate the matter.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is no need for
a Sclect Commiltee or a Royal Commission; what
we need is something which has been approved
and accepted at the Federal level, namely, to
obtain the approval of a judge to instigale
tclephone tapping. In the case of 1the Federal
police, it would be a Fedcral court judge and in
the case of the Staie police, it would be a State
Supreme Court judge.

We opposc the amendment.

MR PARKER (Frcmanue) [8.17 pm.j: |
support the amendment moved by the member for
Mt. Hawthorn and supported so ably by the
member for Balcatta and the member lor Ascot.
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Mr Blaikie: Do you suppert the jarrah class
action?

Mr PARKER: | am speaking to an amendment
before the Chair. 1 would be completely out of
order discussing anything clse.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! | call upon those who
sit on my right to desist from interjecting. The
debate has been conducted in a fairly orderly
manner to this point, and | wish 10 see tha
continue.

Mr PARKER: My views on that question were
clearly outlined for over an hour yesterday on
ABC radio.

The Premicr seems to have taken the view that
to provide information to the Parliament; io
accept the forms of the Parliament; to accept that
the Opposition in a Parliament or any other
member of a Parliament has a right to obtain
information about the aclivities of Government; Lo
accepl that the Press has the right to inform the
public and to inquire from the Governmenl as Lo
ils activitics—including the activities of its agents
and servants—for that purpose in some way is
falling for a trick.

The Premier often refers to the Westminster
parliamentary system which he claims cxists in
this State. | have very grave doubis as to whether
it does exist in true form in this State. However,
the Premicr appears to  believe  Lhat
system—however inadequate it may be—has been
created for the sole purposc of providing traps
into which Governments such as his own arc
determined not 1o fall.

! would have thought the reverse was the case,
and that the role of this Parliament, the
Government, the Premier, and his
Ministers—who in themselves are accountable 1o
the Parliament—is 1o provide the information
sought by members of the Parliament on behalf of
the people they represent.

No-one here is engaging in aclivities simply for
the purpose of exercising their vocal chords. We
are here because we have been clected by a large
proportion of the people of Western Australia 1o
represent Lheir point of view and to protect them
from the sorts of things which can happen in any
Government. The recason the Premier, the
Minister for Police and Traffic, and all other
Cabinct Ministers should be prepared to provide
information sought by the Opposition or members
ol the public is that that is the way this system
has developed. We arc not supposed 1o have a
systiem such as exists in a banana republic, which
provides that these sorts of things can be
withheld.
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That is not 1o say we belicve every single Lhir
the Government undertakes. Every aspect of the:
maltters should be divulged in their cntirety Lo tl
Parliament.

As Lthe member lor Balcatta said, we would §
along with the Minister for Police and Traflic
he stood and said “l have made inquiries into th
matter and, for various reasons to do with t}
security of the State and the various crime-solvir
activities in which the Police Force is involved,
am not prepared Lo divulpe this information 1o 1l
House.” That is one thing, and it is a procedu
frequently followed by Ministers in 2
Westminsier systems.

However, simply to refuse 10 answer questio
at all or Lo refuse to have anything to do wil
genuine inquiries from the Opposition or membe
of the Press is evidence that this Minister and tl
Gavernment do  not  believe members
Parliament, and the public have the right |
receive general information about the activities (
the Government of which they are a part.

To say thatl is to say that what we are doir
when we are elected 10 this Parliament once ever
three years is not creating a Parliament b
simply determining the numbers. When tho
numbers go up on the board and it is decidc
which party has the majority, that is the end of i
Parliament counts for nothing.

That appears to be the atlitude adopted by it

‘Premier and the Minister for Police and TrafTi

They are cflectively saying “We will have a for
of democratic process—albeit a  bowdlerizc
ane—once every three years bui between tho
three years we will have a virtual dictatorship i
this State in which our Ministcrs are nol prepare
to advise the people as to what is going on.”

In this case, it is not simply a question that
Government is not prepared to advise the publi
it has also said it is not prepared to ascertaj
whether the laws of this Parliament arc bein
enforced.

There are only two ways in which this sort ¢
information can be obtained: One is for samcboc
actually to instigate proseculion procecding
under cither the laws of this State or the laws «
the Commonwealth against the Police Force «
Woestern Australia. The difficulty in this sort «
activity is that obtaining the nccessary proof
almost an insurmountable tas
because—abviously due 1o the technology of th
operation, where telephone tapping is carried ol
from the tclephone exchange—the private citize
who feels his telephone has been tapped does ne
have the frecdom of information which woul
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cnable him to launch a proesccution with any
SUCCCSS.

In the case of the Federal Pariiament and the
Federal Government, the responsible
Ministers—the Minister for Home Affairs, who is
responsible for the Federal Police Force. and the
Auttorney General, who is  responsible  for
ASIO—are required to provide to the Federal
Parliament information of a general character
relating to the number of applications made 1o
both those organisations to have tclephones
iapped. the number of such applications approved,
the duration of 1he taps and whether ceriain of
the taps were still in ¢xistence. That is the
information which a cursory glance at Federal
Hansard reveals is provided 10 that House.

All we are saying is thal we belicve the same
sort of information should be provided 10 this
House. If no taps are being conducted in the State
ol Wesiern Australia by the Police Force here,
that information should be provided o the House.
As has been pointed out carlier in this debate, the
answer would be a very simple and quick one, and
would not even cost a great deal of moncy to
rescarch.

However, what we have heard 1onight are very
serious allegations concerning the conduct of—Io
be charitable—some members of the Police Force
in this Siate. | have a great deal of respect for the
Police Force of Western Australia and for the
vast majority of its members. | have a great deal
of conlidence in and respect for the senior police
officers | come across in my arca, and | support
their activities.

I have the same feclings about the newly-
appointed Commissioner of Police (Mr Porter).
On the occasions | have metl him, he has appeared
10 mc to be a very fair and able man. However, he
has inherited a situation created by the previous
Commissioner of Police, who was so paranoid
about anything and everything that he used to
make ridiculous statements such as “The reds arc
in the beds.” They may be in his bed but they are
certainly not in anybody clse’s! The previous
Commissioner of Police was prepared 10 make the
statement that we were in danger of invasion by
the forces of the Fretilin army in East Timor—a
group of people who could not defend themselves
cven against the massive might of the invading
Indonesian army, let alone Western Australia!

Mr Jamieson: Even the Parliamentary Liberal
Party could have defeated them.

Mr PARKER: That is guite correct; in fact,
probably we could have manned the defences
juite adequately had the situation arosc. Thal is
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the situation inherited by the new Commissioner
of Palice; 1 do not envy him his Lask.

How did this situation develop? The Premicr
gave his version of how it developed, although [
believe that version was nal Leo accurate. Whalt in
fact happened was that the Commissioners of
Paolice in cach State met with the Commissioner
of Fedcral Police and decided Lhey would like
extended 10 their Sate Police Forces the powers
currently available to the Federal Police Forec.

The way in which this current dispule arosc
was that the Labor Party and other interested and
concerned members of the public sought 1o obtain
from the Government assurances that if those
powers were extended to the Staie Police Force,
they would be exercised with the same sort of
discretion and judicial and ministerial review
currently  exercised  within the  Federal
jurisdiction. Wc wanted those matlers to have the
same considerable precedence. That is the genesis
of this matter.

It was because the Minister for Police and
Traffic refused time and time again to give those
assurances 1o Lhis Chamber—to the elected
representatives  of the people of Western
Australia—that the Opposition continued to
pursue the matter.

Now, we find ourselves in a situation where,
after sceing the Minister last weck acting in a
contemptuous way towards this House, refusing
cven to risc 10 his feel to answer a question rom a
senior member of the Opposition and on previous
occasions having repcatedly refused to provide the
information sought, we have the ludicrous
situation in which a represcnlative of the Western
Maii 1clephoned the Assistant Commissioner of
Police over the weekend and asked him whether in
fact the police were tapping tclephones. As the
Premier said, his answer was an unequivocal
“No".

1 am not saying il is necessarily the case hat
the answer was incorrect. However, the Premier
scems (o feel it is quite appropriate that the
answer Lo the question should be provided by 1he
Aciing Commissioncr of Police to a journalisi, Lo
be printed in a weckend newspaper, rather than
being provided by the Minister for Police and
Traffic 10 this Chamber, based upon guestions
from the Opposition.

| find it 10 be an extraordinary state ol affairs
that the Premier should say it is quite appropriate
the Acting Commissioner of Police should provide
this answer to a journalist, to be printed in 2
weckend newspaper; the Premier seemed 1o
belicve il was quite a legitimate question to ask of
the Acting Commissioner of Police. However,
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upparently the Premicr does not belicve it is
appropriate that the duly clected Opposition in
this placc should ask the same question of the
Minister—the man responsible administratively
for the Police Force in this Staie and 10 the people
of Western Australia—and receive the same
answer. The Minister for  Police, who s
accountable 1o this Parliament and 10 the people
of Western Australia for the actions which he and
the Police Foree undertake refused to provide that
very same answer to the Parliament.

That is what we are complaining about;
namcly, the contempt which is shown to this
Chamber, the Parliament of Weslern Australia,
and in  particular the Opposition by the
Government,

Mr Hasscll: 1t was always said by me that there
was no evidence that the police were breaking the
law. That was the answer.

Mr PARKER: That was not the answer
because the question the Minister for Police and
Trallic was asked was whether the police were
tapping telephones and, at various other times and
in other ways, monitoring telephone calls.

That was thc question asked of the assistant
commissioner. 1t was a question he chose to
answer. | applaud him for answering it—at least
someone had the decency Lo say something about
the situation. But that very same question was not
answered in this Chamber at any stage by the
Minister for Police and Traffic. The answer the
Minister is seeking to give is one which is based,
one could say, on the situation where I imagine
his coming back here at some Llime when a
successful prosecution had been launched and
saying that his advice from the Crown Law
Department was that there was no breach of the
law involved. That may be the casc; there may be
no breach of the law involved. But the Minister
refused 1o provide the information to this
Chamber.

The Premier made the extracrdinary stalcment
that the Minister for Police and Traffic should
not know anything about the way in which the
Palice Force operates in this State to be able o
answer the question put to him by the Opposition.
I find that an absolutely extraordinary state of
affairs. When qucstions on notice are asked the
Ministcr obtains the mformation sought. For
example, there were questions on notice asked last
year and the Minisiter obtained the mformation
concerning illegal brothel activities in Western
Australia, something with which he said he did
not keep in constant contact. But on being asked
about the matter he was ablc 10 obtain the
information. He had amplc opportunity to obtain
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the information in this case. These questions hawe
gone on for some days—as (he Premie
said—even if he did not know ab initio.

He was not prepared 1o make the informatior
available to the House in this instance. | do no
belicve the Minister for Police and Traflic doe:
aat know what the police are doing in this area.
belicve he does know, but is refusing 1o tell the
House and the people of Western Australia.

The Premier referred also to the question o
interference with police work. ! think we would al
agree that interference with the day-to-da
wark—the ordinary cveryday, hard-slugging
work—ol the police is something abhorrent to al
of us. It would be abhorrent if the Minister wer
deciding  which  brothel owners  would b
prosccuted on onc day and cven  mor
inappropriate il hc werc informing them of thi
fact. It would be abhorrent also il this wen
happening in regard to gambling institutions. Bu
we are not falking about that sort of day-to-da:
operation; we are talking about an issue o
principle; an issue where the police have said the:
need greater power. That is something which it
very much within the province of the Minister lo
Police and Traffic. It is something about which h
ought to be able to tell this House. Thi
Parliament passed the Police Act in 1892 and i
has becen amended on a number of occasions.
point out that scction 5 of the Act makes it ven
clear that the commissioner is responsible Lo the
Government of the day, and that is as it shoulc
be.

In the few remaining minutes left to me let me
deal with a couple of other matters. In the firs
place, the Premier says that a complaint has no
been made and when onc is made, th
Government will deal wilh it. If what was said by
the member for Balcatta and the member fol
Ascot tonight by way of statements as 1«
allegations do not amount to serious complaints
all 1 can say is that the Minister has a ven
narrow definition of a complaint which does no
conform with the popular parlance used. | regarc
them as complaints and there is no question tha
in both cases the Minister has more than enougl
information to find out what is going on. There it
no question about that whatsoever.

The lacl that the Minister refuses to find ou
that information indicates to me that he is no
intercsted at all in the welfare of Wesienn
Australians and in 'hc welfarc of legislatior
passed by this Parliament. 1 am authorised to sa
on behall of the Opposition that il the Ministc
and the Premier will only undertake to investigals
these matters and report back 10 the House, wi
would be prepared 1o withdraw this amendment.
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Mr B. T. Burke: They are not even listening.

Mr PARKER: If they were preparcd 1o provide
us with the answers (0 the very serious complaints
put forward by the members on this side of the
Hause we would be prepared to withdraw the
amendment because we would be prepared Lo wait
for the investigation which we believe 10 be the
proper role of the Minister and the Government.
The Minister and the Premier do not seem Lo be
interested in that possibility.

One needs to ask what it is the Minister is
rightened of revealing. Why is it that the
Minister will not answer these questions? There
are plenty of other questions which he has been
prepared (o answer, and properly so. There are
plenty of questions on similarly delicate matters
which other Ministers have chosen to answer, We
are not asking Lthe Minister for Police and Tralfic
Lo reveal the nitty-gritty of the way in which the
Police Force in this State conducts its affairs. We
arc  asking him to detail 1o us broad
generalisations of the way the force conducts its
affairs.

I point out to members that the regulation-
making powers of the Commissioner of Palice as
10 the conduct of his pelice officers are subject
specifically under the Act 1o the approval of the
Minister for Police and Traffic; the Minister
needs 1o approve the regulalions before they come
into force. Surcly that on its own indicates ihe
role the commissioner has in liaising on this
matter. Why is it that the Minisler attiempted
outside this Chamber Lo persuade the member lor
Balcatta to desist with this line ol questioning?
Why did he attempt to do that? Why did he ask
him whal sori of assurance he was after for him
10 be satisfied in order not to proceed with the
sort of debate we have had tonight? Why is thal
the attitude of the Minister 1owards the member
for Balcat1a?

As members of the Opposition we have 10 know
the answer. The public of Western Australia have
a right to know how the Government of Lhis Stale
is run, and that includes the manner in which the
Police Force in Western Australia is run—in
particular, whether that force is obeying the laws
which it is sworn to uphold. All we are asking is
for information about the very gencral way things
arc being done and, if there is to be any cxtension
of power, that it be subject to very considerable
control by cither the judiciary or the Partiament.

When we have the situation of a Minister of the
Crown recfusing point blank 1o have anything to

do with finding out what his Police Force is doing,
it gives one very litile cause for optimism about

(30)
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the way in which these powers, if granted, would
be exercised.

Pcrsonal Explanation

Mr HASSELL.: | seek leave 10 make a personal
explanation in view of the commenis made by the
member for  Fremantle concerning the
conversation which 1ook place outside this
Chamber.

Mr Davies: You won't get it the way you are
handling things.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister seeks

lcave of the House to make a personal
explanation. |s lcave granted?
Mr Davies: No.

Leave not granted.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed

Mr Davies: You make your statement in the
appropriate way tomarrow.

Mr Young: The truth will out.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Davies: The Minister—

The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Leader of the
Opposition 1o desist from interjecting.

MR COWAN (Merredin) [8.37 p.m.]: 1 am
rather disappointed that the Leader of the
Opposition did not allow the Minister to make a
personal explanation. This entire debate is relaled
to information being withheld from the House.
The Leader of the Opposition has just denied the
Minister  the opporlunily to afford some
explanalion, the very argument which his side is
putting.

Mr Skidmore: Rubbish!

Mr COWAN: The member for Fremantle
spoke about the Police Act and referred to seclion
5. | have had a very quick examination of the Act
and as far as [ can see the Commissioner of Police
is not subject to the Minister as are most
permanenl heads of departments.

Mr H. D. Evans: What are you talking about!

Mr COWAN: The commissioner is not subject
1o the Minister.

My Jamieson: Have a look at section 1.

Mr COWAN: The commissioner is appointed
by the Governor and can be sacked by the
Cabinet. But he is not subject 10 the Minister.

Mr Jamicson: How much more subject does he
need 1o be?

Mr COWAN: The operation of the Police
Force is the responsibility of the commissioner.



930

When i1 comes 10 the matter of the amendment
before the House, the Opposition has made claims
that the Minister for Police and Traffic is doing
this House a disservice by not answering queslions
asked of him with a simple "Yes” or “No™. |
belicve that 1o be true.

The Minister has a moral obligation Lo answer
questions, but, in this case, before he can answer
the questions he can only make a request of the
commissioner as to Lhe siluation. He need not
necessarily be aware of what happens in the
Police Force. The Minister should al least have
shown to members of the Opposition the courtesy
of asking the commissioner about the information
they were seeking. Howcver, he chosc not 1o
answer the question.

The Premicr made the statement that it is not
the Minister's role 10 question the commissioner,
and for some reason known only 1o the Premier he
drew the inferecnce that questioning the
commissioner was in fact directing him. 1 cannot
sec any correlation al all between questioning the
commissioner and directing him.

The Minister has an obligation to ask the
commissioner for Lhe information and convey the
commissioner’s answer to this House. The
Minister has chosen not to do this and this has
left a very great deal of doubt in the minds of the
public aboul a very important issuc, the issue of
invasion al privacy of individuals.

The Minister's action has also raised the issue
of the Police Force itseil acting outside the powers
conferred on i1. One of the reasons this debate has
suddenly mushroomed 1s the fact that the
Minister, together with the Commissioner of
Police in each State of Australia, has asked for
powers to lap telcphones. Because this has
happened, 1the Opposition has come by
information indicating that those powers, whilst
they arc not conferred on the police under any
Acl, have been used by the police. That is a very
serious allegation which should be answered.

To my way of thinking the matter before the
Housc is not something that should be the subject
of un amendment Lo the Address-in-Reply.

Mr B. T. Burke: We have offered 10 withdraw
it. Wc concede what you are saying. We have
offered 1o withdraw it on the undertaking that the
matter be investigated.

Mr COWAN: The Address-in-Reply will be
terminated within the space ol a day or two. The
Opposition has the opportunity then to make this
a substantive motion seeking the approval of the
House to have the allegations investigated. As far
as we are concerned, the commissioner is not
subject 1o the Minister. The Minister can only
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convey information to Lhis House afller the
commissioner has directly answered a question
from the Minister.

The Minister had a moral obligation Lo ask the
commissioner for the information and 1o convey
the commissioner’s answer to the Housc. I am
very disappeinted the Minister did not do this.
We must regard the allegations made by the
Opposition as being very serious because they do
deal with the privacy of the individual. 1 do not
think this is something that can be dismissed
purely and simply because we have before us an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply  which
automatically or traditionally is taken as a votc of
no conflidence in the Government. It will be
defcated, and the maiter deserves more than that.

I think it descrves some investigation by the
Minister. He may have been told quite truthfully
by the commissioner that, to his knowledge, phone
tapping does not take place. However, that does
not necessarily mean that it did no take place. |
think that fact has 10 be established. The powers
are necessary, but they must be rigidly controlled.

While we do nol support the amendment, |
would like to ask members to bear in mind my
comments because | believe there is a moral
obligation that all Ministers should answer
questions, regardless of whether they can answer
them factually or convey the information given to
them by a permanent departmental head.

They should answer questions and | believe Lhe
Minister should not let this matter rest. It should
be investigated further.

MR JAMIESON {Woelshpool} [8.45 p.m.): !
should like to lay to rest, for all time, the question
as to whether the Government has power over the
Commissioner of Police.

If, for some reason or other, the member [or
Merredin employed someone and then chose 1o
fire him, he would have absolute right over that
person and responstbility for the job that man
held. Surely, a similar situation exists where the
Acl says thal the Governor may, [rom time 1o
time, appoint a person to be a Commissioner of
Police and on occasion as may be required may
remove the Commissioner of Police and appoint
another in his stead. Surely, that expresses the
right 10 hire and fire.

Mr Stephens: Yes, he has the right to hirc and
fire, bul he is nol subject to direction.

Mr JAMIESON: Thal states that he is subject
to the Minister.

Mr Siephens: But, cannot direct him.

Mr JAMIESON: If one were 10 employ a
fellow and tell him to plough a north-cast
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paddock and he ploughs the wrong one, he would
be fired for not doing as he was told. That is
cxactly the same position if one has the right 10
hire and [ire; one has complete control over the
person concerned. So. if we consider the term “the
Governor may™ we realise that it is really the
recommendation of the Cabinet, in the main;
Cabinet would not be likely 10 take action if the
Minister had not made a recommendation.
Appointments  are  always made ‘on  a
recommendation to the Governor, whether it be
by Cabinet or by a board and therc is no use in
using different terminology 10 escape the fact that
this power remains with and rests in the
Administration.

| do not know whether this is expressed in the
Federal Act or not, but the Premier mentioned
that a Supreme Court judge must give permission
belore tapping can occur; that is, as far as the
State is concerncd.

The member for Merredin was not sure
whether the Minister had the right to demand
information. 1 refer him 1o the Listening Devices
Act. It states that the Commissioner of Police
shall furpish to the Minister, on request, a report
containing such particulars as the Minister
requires of the use of any listening device by any
member of the Police Force 10 overhear, record,
monitor or listen to any private conversation to
which the member was not a party. So obviously,
the authority is wrilten into the Act. The Minister
is responsible lor that Act.

Mr Stephens: Tell me where it says that in the
Act.

Mr JAMIESON: It does nor matter which Act
it is in, it so happens, as it does with many such
things, the Minister and the Governor are one and
the same and have collective responsibility for
what occurs.

Mr Stephens: That Act does not specify. It does
nol say it is the responsibility of the Minister for
Police. 11 says the Minister and that may well be
the Attorney General.

Mr JAMIESON: It happens to be the Minister
for Police.

Mr Stephens: How do you know? Docs il say so
in the Act?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr JAMIESON: One nced only po to the
Government Gazette to find out that it sets out
the responsibility of the Minister. [ also looked at
the speech made by Mr O'Neil. as he then was,
when he introduced this legislation, He said the
Minister had a right to demand this information,
That fact is reported very clearly in Hansard.
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Having established the fact that the Minister
has the right to demand such information, why
did the Minister refuse to indulge himself in
asking such a question? There may have been
something of an ulterior motive; ASIO may have
been invalved in trying to apprehend certain
people. When there is an action which may be
detrimental 10 the Commonwealth, surely the
Minister could, in confidence, cxplain the
situation 10 the Leader of the Opposition.

It is imperative that there be no mix-up with
such things becausc they could have far-reaching
ramilications. The Minister has the right to find
out whether the police are tapping, or are likely to
be tapping, telephones. He has the responsibility
to find out whether such an action is occurring.

If the law is being breached and the permission
of the Commonwealth is not obtained to carry out
crime research, it would be a dangerous pastime.
Of course, if the Commissioner of Police docs not
know about it, enthusiastic sections of the Police
Force could act on their own initiative.

The Act very clearly states that the
Commissioner of Police, or someone he has
nominated, will be the person who gives the
permission, and if he does not then another
danger is involved,

1 do not know what type of crimes would come
under the criteria of phone tapping. Of course the
members of the Police Force would be subjecied
to certain criteria if they are w0 go about
enfarcing their operation. They may wish Lo
investigate car dealers, land sharks, or illegal
bookies. | do not know which matier would come
under the jurisdiction of the police in regard to
telephone tapping. It may be wsed for
investigating murderers, bash artists, or hardened
criminals; whatever i1 may be, there must be a
submission to a Supreme Court judge 1o obtain
permission.

Il we do not have this informatian, as elecied
personnel, and if the Government does not wish te
investigate the matter, then Lhe actions of the
members of the Legislative Chambers legislating
such powers will have inherent dangers.

Surcly the Minister should want to inquire and
want to know what is taking place. Surely the
Minister would want to know something about
the matter. If it is a matter of Government policy
then surely the Minister for Police and Traffic
would not 1ake action without the Government
knowing about it. If a Minister did take such
action, then he and Government members ought
1o be in Lthe same hole wilth a cover over them
because such anr action would not do them any
justice.
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We should not be fobbed offl by the suggestion
that the Minister for Police and Traffic does not
want 10 know what is going on.

Mr H. D. Evans: Do you think he might want
to know what was happening if a highjack
occurred?

Mc JAMIESON: | think he would want 1o
know whether the Liberal Party headquarters in
Colin Street were robbed. However, he would not
be so interested il the funds were taken from the
Trades Hall. As the Premier indicated, he scems
to know about a meceting which took place at the
Trades Hall last night. The Premier is inclined to
say that he has becen misrcported in the Press
because something has gone wrong and things
have not turned out exactly as they should have
done. The papers of thal meeting are available to
the public and give quite a different interpretation
from that of the Premier.

The Lisiening Devices Act deals with and
refers entirely (o the activities of the police and 10
the powers of the Commissioner of Police. There
is no doubt about who would be in charge of the
Commissioner of Police.

If recordings had been made and once listening
had occurred and the tape had been used for a
particular legal action, it would be desiroyed.
Perhaps we should make it known to the
Government of the day that when they do tap
telephones for the protection ol certain peapte,
there should also be some provision for the person
who is involved in the allegation. There should be
some provision for the person concerned 1o have
access to the information in order that he may
protect himsell.

Il the police feel it is 10 their advantage to use
such information in order to prosecutc then there
should be a number of reasons for such action of
the Police Force in taking such powers other than
those conferred on them by those in the
Legislative Chambers.

It would be cxpected that the Minister for
Police and Traffic should know whal is
happening. It seems he does nol want to know and
15 saying he is not interested in his portfolia. It is
not good enough becausc the people of this State
should be able to expect more from those who are
appointed to the Ministry and those who have the
responsibility 1o administer the various porifolios,
including the jurisdiction over the Police Force.

The Minister should make available to the
Leader of the Opposition, on a conflidential basis,
any information with regard 10 1elephone tapping,
if i1 is being carricd out. That has been done from
time (o time and that confidence is kept. There
was  consultation  with  the  Commonwealth
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Government and the Leader of the Opposition in
the Commonwealith on such a matter.

That must happen, otherwise many problems
could be caused if a sudden change of
Government occurred and the lapping had 1o
ccase. The authorities would have to go through
the rigmarole all over again. Some of this business
must continue for various reasons of national
security, and probably it is right and proper this
should occur. However, there should be elected,
responsible people who know what is going on.
That is essential in a democratic society. For that
reason | think the Oppasition has every
justification in moving to amend the Address-in-
Reply to ascertain whether the State police are
really cngaged in 1the illegal recording of
telephane conversations and to ensurc thal proper,
setiled, and appropriate safeguards are being
followed by the State police whenever telephone
conversations are recorded.

We are cntitled to know that and if the
Minister for Police and TrafTic is not prepared 10
tell us straightout, we are entitled to demand
some sorl of inquiry and to go further than we
have been prepared 10 go so far in the House. For
the reasons | have given, | support the
amendment.

MR BLAIKIE (Vassc) [9.01 p.m.]: | wish 10
make some comments to the amendment 1o the
Address-in-Reply. 1 indicate at the outset that |
do not support the amendment moved by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn. The member for
Welshpool, who has just resumed his scat, has
made a specch which is entirely out of character
for him. It was a milk and honey speech; he was
trying to soften up the Government and at the
same lime pour oil on the troubled waters of the
Opposition.

Mr Jamieson: | gave quotations, which you will
not give.

Mr BLAIKIE: No doubt the member for
Welshpool has been cmbarrassed by the stand
taken by some members of the Opposition.

The amendment asks the Minisier to cnsure
that the State police are not engaged in the illegal
recording of t1elephone conversations and to
ensure that proper, scitled, and appropriate
safcguards are being followed by Stale police
whenever telephone conversations are recorded.

Referring back 1o the sequence of events, il is
important to realisc that the member for Balcalta
scconded the amendment, and in doing so he
continued a scquel of events—or as the Premier
said earlicr, a melodrama-—which was slarted a
week ago.
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The reason for this was that the member for
Balcalta had an exposc he wished to make and
not only that, but also he was determined that 1the
Parliament was the place in which he would make
it. 1 was delighted about that because 1 was a
liule concerned during the afternoon 10 read a
headline in the Dajily News “Police used phone
1aps—MLA™. The aniicle went on to say—

The State Opposition says it has clear
cvidence that State police used secret devices
to record privaie telephone conversations.

Mr O’Connor: That clear you could see right
through it.

Mr BLAIKIE: That was a very clear statement
and onc which certainly would concern most
Weslern Australians. It is a very sad siate of
cvents that the member for Balcauta is no longer
in the Chamber.

Mr B. T. Burke: Rubbish!

Mr BLAIKIE: | only wish he were in his scat
50 that he could interject and say whether in lact
the report in the Press is correct.

Mr B. T. Burke: In what respect?

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Vasse
will address the Chair and the member for
Balcatta will desist from interjecting.

Mr BLAIKIE: | posc a question 10 you, Sir,
regarding the authenticity of the newspaper
report. No doubt you, too, would have wondered
whether the report was correct when it said the
State Opposition had clear evidence that the State
policc used sccret devices to record privale
telephone conversations. The report went on to
say that the mcmber for Balcatta intended to
reveal details 1o State Parliament later today. | do
not know how much longer we have to wait for
that revelation. In the Press report the member
for Balcaita went on to say—

“l belicve the police were responsible for
placing the listening devices in position and |
will produce details to subsiantiate that,” he
said.

Mr E. T. Evans: How much proof do you wan?

Mr BLAIKIE: It is a matter of prave concern
t0 mc because, first of all, the member for
Balcatta has placed the Police Force of Western
Australia under atiack and has caused the public
of this State o hold the Police Force in grave
concern in respect of whether or not its members
are carrying out their duties. In addition, we had
the revelation of the member for Balcatla in
respect of a recording device, and 1 only hope
members of the Press gallery will do their duty in
printing this. | quote as follows from the
revelation of the member for Balcatta—
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Shown below circuit diagram of recording
device found attached to two telephones at
Curbside Motors, 77 Walcott Street, Mount
Lawley.

Iu then gives two telephone numbers and says the
device is of imported American design with an
approximate cost of $2. Then follows a circuit
diagram—or | prefume it 1o be such; it could be
the fantasy of a child. Whether the circuit
concerns a phone-tapping device, | would not
know. However, where are the names?

Mr Parker: The names are there. The Press will
find them out in two minutes.

Mr BLAIKIE: If this matter is of the
scriousness indicated by the member for Balcaua,
he has an obligation at least to reveal the names
10 the Minister. Consequently he has an
obligation to reveal the matter to the Police
Force. The member for Balcatta could have done
that privately had he so wished, but instead he
was hunting headlines.

So we see the worth of this member who
brought forward a valueless piece of paper.
Members should recall also that not long ago the
same member blackguarded the Police Force in
relation 10 the Baymis Ugle case.

Mr B. T. Burke: Your Government appoinied a
Royal Cammission into that.

Mr BLATKIE: And what happened?

Mr B. T. Burke: Well, you appointed the Royal
Commission.

Mr BLAIKIE: The accusations made on that
occasion by the member for Balcatta were found
to be completely wrong,

Mr B. T. Burke: The Royal Commissioner did
not say that, did he?

Mr BLAIKIE: The accusations were wrong.

Mr B. T. Burke; Will you supporl a Royal
Commission into this?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BLAIKIE: | will not support a Royal
Commission.

Mr B. T. Burke: No, af course you will not.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BLAIKIE: | will not support a Royal
Commission into this matier because the member
for Balcatta has not given the slightest thread of
evidence in respect of his claims. He has
perpetuated a hoax upen the Parliament and the
people of Western Australia. All his actions in
this regard have been 1totally obnoxious and
repugnant to members of Parliament. His entire
argument is spurious in nature and no rmatier



934

what his motives he has succecded in doing
nathing other than denigrating the Parliament.

With those comments | oppase the amendment.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park—ULeader of the
Opposition} [9.09 p.m.): 1 am delighted to
support Lhis amendment. [ wish 1o say first of al}
that the Opposition makes no apology whatsoever
to the mute Minister for nol allowing him 1o
make an explanation which he felt it necessary to
make earlier this evening.

Mr Hassell: Don’t worry. [t will come to the
day when you want to say something.

Mr DAVIES: Last Thursday afierncon the
Minister sal there and we could not get a word
out of him. Tonight, suddenly, having failed 1o
answer the charges laid and having made a
complete mess of the debale, he received an
inspiration two hours later when something a
member said sprang a chord in his memory and
he wanted the House 10 suspend Standing Orderss
so that he could have another go at ibe
amcndment. There are proper procedures to do
that, and this occasion, under the present
circumstances, is not one of the times when we
should do that; nor are there procedures which we
would allow to be followed to enable the mute
Minister to find his 1ongue.

Mr B. T. Burke: He forpets the example when
members on his side of the House curtailed our
cxplanation.

Mr DAVIES: 1 was about to remind the
Minister of thal, but now it has been done.

This whole situalion arose ocut of a Police
Commissioners’ conference after which a
statement was made by the commissioners, which
was endorsed by the Minister. | suppose we could
go further back than that il we wanted 10.
However, we are not really concerned with thay;
we are more concerned with the fact that the
Minister has not shown the courtesy we would
expect from a2 Minister to the members of this
House—commeon courtesy. Had he shown that
courtesy he also would have allayed public
concern. Despite what the Premier says, not very
eflectively, the public are concerned about this
question and their concern could have been
allayed long ago by the Minister supporting the
Police Force, acknowledging his duty, asking the
commissioner if it was happening, and extending
to the Parliament the courtesy of giving it some
information.

We know what the answer would be. Anyone
who rcad the Western Maii on the weekend would
know Lhe answer, but that is no excuse for the
Minister not extending to the Parliament the
courtesy 1o which every member is entitled and to

"must talk to the commissioner.
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which every member of the public is entitled. Like
a spoilt brat, he has sat in his scat sulking.

A Government member: Now you are getling
to the bottom of the barrel.

Mr DAVIES: That is exactly how he struck
me. He sat with his hands on his knees, saying
*You will get nothing out of me™; and then one of
his colleagues complained later that the question
was loaded. Some of the questions asked in this
House are loaded, and one would expect them to
be.

The Minister would give us to understand that
he does not speak to the police, and he says he
has no power aver the police. He says they are a
power to themselves. | suggest that over the
Christmas period when the road blitzes were
commenced the Minister had some discussion
with the police about what was going on, and
certainly | hope he would make known to the
Commissioner of Police the wishes of the
Government and its feelings in respect of such
matters. Does the Minister suggest the only
intercourse he had with the Police Force was
through the newspapers? That is nonsense. Of
caurse he talks to the Police Force; of course he
He would be
negligent in his duty if he did not do that because
he has a responsibility to know what is going on
and he is answerable for his administration of the
department.

Whe is going to take the blame in the end? 1s it
the commissioner or the Minister? Obviously it is
the Minister. | would expect any Minister to
protect his departmental heads in respect of a
matter of consequence which could be an
embarrassment 10 the Government. But to suggest
he would not interfere under any circumstances,
or to lead us 10 believe that he does not talk to the
Police Force is asking us to accept something we
cannot possibly accept.

The Minister said he did not know what is the
law in regard to the tapping of telephones.
Obviously when he made the statement arising
from the Police Commissioners’ conference he
knew what was the law because he said at the
time “We need these laws in our State.”
Obviously he knew we did not have laws in our
State, otherwise that would not have been the
nature of his statement at the time, and he would
have seen no need to make it. He nced not have
said anylhing. However, obviously he knew what
was the position because he said we need these
laws. It has been brought out in the dcbate
tonight that we need laws similar to those
contained in the Telecommunications
(Interception}) Act which was passed by the
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Federal Parliament in 1979. That legislalion was
supported, with certain  safleguards, by the
Australian Labor Party.

The member for Ascot has made patently clear
in the debate this evening the attitude of the
Opposition 10 tetephone tapping. We do not deny
that there are certain circumstances, with certain
safeguards, in which telephone tapping can and
should take place; but the Act says specifically
that Commonwealth police only can da it. Section
7 of that Act reads—

7. (1) A person shall not—
(a) intereepl:
(b) authorize, suffer or permit another
person to intercepl; or
(c} do any act or thing that will enable
him or anothcr person to intercept,

a  communicalton passing
tclecommunications system.

Penalty: $5000 or imprisonment for 2
years.

That means you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Watt);
it means me, and it means the police officers,
because this Act gives the Federal police only the
power to do that. Obviously the Minisier knew
that, otherwise he would not have said that we
nced laws in this area. He knew we did not have
laws.,

All we want from the Minister is an assurance
that no telephone tapping is taking place. We
hear about tapping. I do noi think therc is any
morning when | Lry 1o use my private line or my
linc at home that I do not have to dial at least
twice lor the lirst call. 1 do not know why that is;
and 1 have not bothecred 1o find out because |
treal my telephone as being tapped at all times.
Unfortunately, that is the only way we can
operate. | hope that the people who might be
listening in do listen because they will not hear
good of themselves. 1 would like them to know
that somelimes we deliberately put “‘Turphies”
over the telephone in the hope they will be picked
up. However, that is only by the way; and we
rarcly bother about that.

The fact remains that there is concern in the
community. The Premier says “Right, we do get
calls from people who are worricd, and we steer
them in the right direction.” We do not bother to
find out the results of that. If we are to have any
confidence in thc Police Force, the Minister
should be protecting it. He should be standing up
and sayiag | have talked with the commissioner,
and | am able 10 give an absolule assurance that
there is no telephone tapping going an.” 1 would
be prepared to accept the assurance of the
Minister and the commissianer. Confidence would

over a
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remain in the Police Force. We wanl 10 see it
remaining there; but the Minister is not prcpared
to protect his own force. That is a matter of great
regrel to me.

The Premier made a sirange statement when he
was debating the question this evening. He said
“The police resort to it for overcoming evil
purposes.” | do nol know what he meant by
that—whether it was a Freudian slip of the
tongue, or whether he knew something that we do
not know. | was a little alarmed a1 the attitude
that they might be doing it for evil purposes. |
suppose, like beauty, evil is in the eye ol the
beholder.

| agrec there are circumstances when we should
be in favour of tetephone 1apping, with the proper
safeguards. Bul that statement by the Premier
tonight gave me cause for concern. There was the
situation in which a reporter from the Western
Mail could speak 10 the Acting Commissioner for
Police, abtain the information he wanted, and
make it known publicly; but the Minister would

nal extend that courtesy to members of
Parliament.

Let us move on now to naming a case. The
Premier said “Give us a case and it will be
thoroughly investigated.”” By the way of

interjection tonight he said “Give us a case—any
case.”

Sir Charles Court: A complaint, 1 said.

Mr DAVIES: And the member came up with a
case.

Sir  Charles
complaint.”

Mr DAVIES: | wrote down “Give us a case™
The Premier is shifting his ground.

Court: | said “Give us a

Government members interjected.

Ms DAVIES: | am talking about what the
Premier said tonight. | wrote it down when he
said it—"Give us a case, and it will be thoroughly
investigated.” In any event, we will have a look at
Hansard, il it has not been altered in the
meantime. | am not a Hansard writer, and [ took
it down in longhand; but the note [ have is that
the Premier said “Give us a case, and it will be
investigatled.” A complaint was given lonight.

! am quite certain thal an address and a
telephone number do not amount to a problem for
a police officer to track down the person
concerned. Indeed, only recently I made contact
with the Police Department and all 1 was able 10
give was an address. | have had feedback that the
matter is being investigated, 10 the satisfaction of
the Potice Department, and | will be advised of
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the outcome. On 1hal occasion, all § gave the
police was an address.

Mr Blaikie: Very good!

Mr DAVIES: That information had been given
anonymously over the telephone. | said to the
police “¥'m nol in the business of sleuthing. 1
don’t want to take over the duties of the police
officers.” | said “This is an anonymous tip ['ve
gol. I'm giving il to you exaclly as I got it, and
you can do what you like with i..” They came
back and said, “It’s being pursued.” All they had
was an address.

Now, is it beyond the wit of the Minister, or
any deteclive, ar any probationary constable, or
any member of this House to trace a name and
ask the person for details? Surely to goodness any
sixth standard chitd could do that. It is a slight on
the police officers for the Premier to suggest that
an address and a telephone number are
insufficient material on which to work.

In addition, there is a printed circuit. | cannot
read that printed circuit; but [ am certain it
would mean something to an clectronics engineer,
or someone in the Police Force who might know
something about bugging.

What did the Minister do? He betrayed the
confidence of the member immediately.

Government members interjected.

Mr DAVIES: Immediately! [t was given to him
in conlidence; and he could hardly wait tu read
the information in this House. What kind of
Minister is that?

Mr O'Connor: Who said it was in conflidence?

Mr DAVIES: Why was it given 10 the Minister
in an envelope?

Opposition members interjected.

Mr B. T. Burke: | have just corrected my
Hansard report, and that is in it.

Mr DAVIES: The member gave it 1o the
Minister in writing, in an cnvelope. He sent it
over Lo the Minister, to ensurc that it was
delivered property. Then the Minister was on his
feet, betraying thal conflidence in minutes.

Government members interjected.

Mr DAVIES: It was a scurrilous action. The
Minister sought (o take the heal off himself—a
previously mute and obviously incompetent
Minister. That was a scurrilous action, in the
worst traditions of the Westminster system; and it
was applauded by the Premier. That is the kind of
Government we have 10 sit under at the present
lime.

| hope the members of the public in the pallery
are listening 10 this, because they should be
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ashamed of the Governmeni. An address and
telephone number were handed 10 the Minister in
confidence, in a scaled envelope; and immediately
he betrayed 1hat confidence. The Press will be
able to follow that wp. They will be more
competent at that than the police, apparently.

Government members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Watt): Order!

Mr DAVIES: If the Minister can prove that
the Press had that information beforehand, | will
donate next month's salary to any charity he cares
10 name. We have some respect (or confidences
which are passed to us.

Government members interjecied.

Mr DAVIES: Conflidences are passed to us
every day in the office. It is a matter of extrcme
distaste and disgust that the Minister should
immediately do what he did in this House tLonight,
trying to take the heat off himsell and his
incompetence.

What is more frightening: telephone tapping or
a Minister who will not leve! with the Parliament?

Mr Blaikie: All that scurrilous rubbish put up
by the member was said to frighten the public.

Mr DAVIES: The member was prepared to
give an address and telephone number and a
printed circuit in confidence to the Minister for
investigation. That is exactly what happened with
me last week. | passed information to police
officers, and something was done about it.

The matter would never have reached this
House il the Minister had stood in his place and
honoured his obligations 1o the Parliament, and
told us whal was going on. He should have told us
what we read in the Western Mail on the
weekend. There is nothing wrong with  the
Minister’s doiag that. As ! said, what is more
frightening: telephone tapping or a Minister who
abrogates all his authority, who will not level with
the Parliament, and will not let us know what he
believes the position to be after contacting the
Commissioner of Police? Why does he not want
to protect his police officers? Why is he trying to
denigrate them by not giving an absolute
assurance to this House? Had he given that
assurance, the whole matter would have rested
there.

If the Minister will now undertake 10 give that
assurance, if one can trust him—and afier what
he said tonight | do not trust him—we will
withdraw the amendment (o the Address-in-
Reply. We will be happy to do that, because all
we want is to have the Minister rccognise his
responsibility 1o level with the Parliament. That is
all we want. We do not want a Minister who will
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destroy his own credibility immediately he is
given information in confidence.

Tonight the Minister has set a standard for this
Parliament which will have serious consequences,
because from now on there will be no matters in
confidence. [f that is the way the Minister and the
Government will deal with matiers of confidence,
ther no other member of the Parliamem will be
under any obligation lo maintain a confidence.
The Government can be proud of doing that
tonight.

Mr O’'Connor: If you recall last week, the
Premicr gave you certain  confidential
information, and you broadcast il.

Mr DAVIES: 1 did not at that time.
Government members interjected.

Mr DAVIES: | warned the Premier not ta give
thal information 10 me. | warned him in advance,
because it is an old, old trick, to come up and
whisper something in confidence and then 10 say
“You are bound by it.” | was warning the
Premier in advance last week not to give me that
information in confidence, because if he did 1
would not treat it in confidence. What could be
fairer than that? That was not accepting the
information in confidence and then breaching that

confidence immediately.

In nearty 20 years in this Parliament, | have
never seen anything like this.

Mr Blaikie: Neither have we.

Mr DAVIES: Wc ask

that

the Minister

acknowledge his responsibility; and then we woutd
be happy to withdraw this amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken with the

fotlowing result—

Avyes 17
Mr Barnelt Mr Grill
Mr Bertram Mr Hodge
Mr Bryce Mr Jamiesen
Mr B. T. Burke Mr Parker
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Skidmore
Mr Carr Mr Taylor
Mr Davies Mr Wilsan
Mr E. T. Evans Mr Bateman
Mr H. D. Evans {Teller)

Nocs 26
Mr Blaikie Mr Nanavich
Mr Clarke Mr O'Connor
Sir Charles Court Mr Old
Mr Cowan Mr Sibson
Mr Coyne Mr Sodeman
Mrs Craig Mr Spriggs
Mr Grayden Mr Siephens
Mr Grewar Mr Trethowan
Mr Hassell Mr Tubby
Mr Herzfeld Mr Wau
Mr P. V. Jones Mr Williams
Mr Laurance Mr Young
Mr McPharlin Mr Shalders

{ Teller)
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Pairs
Ayes Noes
Mr Bridge Mr Mensaros
Mr Tonkin Mr MacKinnon
Mr Harman Mr Rushton
Mr Mclver Mir Crane
Mr T. H. Jones Dr Dadour

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion} Resumed

MR HASSELL (Cotiesloe—Minister for Police
and Traffic) [9.32 p.m.}: | have not yet spoken in
the Address-in-Reply and | intend to use the time
to which | am entitled to make an explanation—

Mr H. D. Evans: I is about time.

Mr HASSELL: —which the Leader of the
Opposition and one of his colleagues reflused to
allow me 1o make tonight afler the member for
Fremantle had made certain comments which,
frankly, 1 found 10 be quite incredible. 1 can only
say [ hope | misheard the member for Fremantle,
but [ do not believe | did, because he referred o a
discussion which | had last week with the member
for Balcatta in the corridars of this place,

Mr B. T. Burke: Are you saying he breached a
confidentiality?

Mr HASSELL: I do not say he did anything
excepl that he bchaved in the most unutterably
contcmptible manner I have ever witnessed.

Mr Bryce: As you did tonight when you opened
that letter.

Mr B. T. Burke: You went to a good school!
Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! I call on members to
desist rom interjecting.

Mr HASSELL: It has been my understanding
that discussions in the corridors of this place are
not subjects that ought to be raised in this
Chamber and it has been my practice also to limit
those sorts of things to what is entirely proper.

In speaking to the amendment to the Address-
in-Reply in which it was sought to condemn some
action 1 was alleged to have taken, the member
for Fremantle raised all sorts of malicious
innuendoes and suggestions about the objective of
my speaking to the member for Balcatta in the
corridors.

Mr B. T. Burke: Your words to me were “What
will you be satisfied with?”

Mr HASSELL: 1 shall never again speak 10 the
members for Balcatta and Fremaantle in the
corridors of this place concerning anything 10 do
with this place.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are breaking my heart!
Mr Blaikie: You haven't got one.
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Mr HASSELL: 1 would not cxpecl the member
lor Balcatta—

Mr B. T. Burke: How can you 1talk about
confidentiality?
Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest this debate
would go a lot better if members desisted Trom
cross-Chamber  conversation  and  certainly
members should not interject when they are aut of
their seats.

Mr HASSELL: | would not expect the member
for Balcatta 10 understand the import of the point
I am making. However, he has at least
acknowledged that what | thought the member
for Fremantle said was indeced said by him and
with the malicious intent with which | thought it
was said.

I cxplain the situation as it occurred last weck
quite simply and from the written record of this
House with which there can be no argument. In
this placc on Wednesday, 8 April, as reporied al
page 794 of Hansard, the member for Balcatta
asked me a series of questions, the first of which
rcads as follows—

(1) Is the Minister aware that the Listening
Devices Act provides that the Minister
for Police and Traffic shall be entitled,
as a right, to be informed by the
Commissioner of Police of the
particulars of any lisicning device used
by the members of the Police Force?

At the time | did not have a copy of the Listening
Devices Act with me and when | rose 10 answer
the question | said 1o the member for Balcatta—

| do not have the legislation in front of me.
| understand that the Minister for Police 15
cntitled to request the informaltion.

The member for Balcalta had the Act with him at
the time. He replied “*No, that is wrong.” Scction
5 of the Act reads, in part, as follows—

The Commissioner ol Police shall furnish
to the Minister on request a  reporl
containing such particulars as the Minister
requires of the usc of any listening device . ..

Il that was not a direct and deliberate
misrepresentation to the Hause, | do not know
what was. However, the next day, having checked
the Listening Devices Acl, | spoke Lo the member
for Balcatia in the corridor and pointed out what
might have been said to have been an error and
from doing Lhal some conversation developed.

Mr B. T. Burke: Don’t tell us what the
conversation was! 1 am happy for you 1o tell
cverybody.
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MR GRILL (Yilgara-Dundas) [9.37 p.m.): |
should like to deal with three subjects in the
Address-in-Reply debate, the first of which is the
question  of Lhe viability aof the regional
administration system in this State. It is my
submission 10 the House that the regional
administration systcm should be abolished unless
rcal powcrs and rcsponsibilities arc given 1o
rcgional adminisirators to decentralise the
functions of Governmcent departments in regional
arcas. Undeniably the present system is a
miserable [ailure.

Mr Laurance: That may be your opinion.

Mr GRILL: The present system, | might add
far the benefit of the member for Gascoyne, is a
miserable failure because it is 2 mere pimple on
the rump of a bureaucratic Government.

I shall detail the reasons for the failure of the
system. They are legion, butl some arc as follows:
Firsily, regional administrators have no more
powcr and  responsibility in respect  of
decentralising Governmenl departments than
thosc Government departments will allow them
and every Government department very jcalously
guards its right to allow those rcgional
administrators any powers at all.

Secondly, those administrators have no real
abilily 1o initiate any decentralisation moves.

Mr Laurance: That is quitc wrong.

Mr Sibson: Of course, undcr your party's
policies all decisions would be made in Canberra
anyway.

Mr GRILL: Thirdly, the stated functions of
regional administrators are not being carried oul
or, alternatively, are irrelevant.

Fourthly, the staled functions of rcgional
administrators arc, In mMost  cases  mere
duplications of powers thal can be carried oul by
other bodies in the community and in fact, in
most cases, regional administrators are merely
usurping the role of local governmenti or the
clected representatives of the people: namecly,
members of Parliament.

Mr Sibson: That is absolule rot!

Mr GRILL: Fifthly, regional administrators
arc burcaucratic centralisers ol the system, rather
than decentralisers of the system. They are public
servants who are paid at Public Service rates; they
are given Public Service conditions; and they are
without real powers.

Sixthly, those public servants, by admission of
the Treasurer, cost this State $1.8 million a year
and for that we get very little service. The only
real jobs which are carried out by regional
administrators  are  the  dissemination of
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propaganda in regional areas and the actlivity of
acling as public relavions officers for the
Government. We certainly do not need any more
PR men for the Government, bearing in mind the
burgeoning lot it has at the moment.

Mr Laurance: That is mealy-mouthed criticism.

Mr GRILL: I shall look firstly at the set-up of
regional administrators in this State, and | refer
to qucstion 284 which | directed to the Treasurer
on 1 April this year. In answer o the question,
the Treasurer supplicd some information and
indicated, firstly, that there are seven regional
administrators in  this Slate stationed alt
Kununurra, Karratha, Carnarvon, Geraldion,
Bunbury, Albany, and Kalgoorlie. There are also
seven assistant regional administrators stationed
at  Kununurra, Port  Hedland, Geraldion,
Bunbury, Albany, Kalgoorlie, and Esperance.

The Treasurer went on o outline the stafl
which attach w0 each of these regional
administrators and Lhe total figure was something
like 21. The Treasurer then indicated that the
regional administrator system was actually under
the control of one R. A. Hamilton in Perth and
that under that particular gentleman were 15
staff members.

Mr Laurance: That has nothing to do with it.

Mr GRILL: This is in a body which is suppased
to decentralise the operations of government,
when in fact it is centralising them.

Mr Laurance: | wish you would get your facts
straight. That figure includes also the offices of
the north-west, and there are also satellite
committees and other imporiant functions in the
north-west which are carricd out by that office
and they have nothing to do with regional
administration.

Mr GRILL: A total of 42 per cent of the staff
cmployed by the regional administration system
are employed in Perth.

Mr Laurance: You are looking al only one
function of the director, not at his other lunctions.

Mr GRILL: Those facts were given to me by
the Treasurer, and if the member for Gascoyne
wishes to contradict his lcader he may do so.

Mr Laurance: It is tunnel vision. You are
seeing what you want to see.

Mr GRILL: | am guoting informalion given Lo
me by the Treasurer. Regional administrators are
given Public Service housing under GEHA. They
pay normal GEHA rentals and, in other words,
they are in a privileged position. They are paid
approximately $30 000 a year for this work,

The assistant regional commissioners are paid
very healthy salaries indeed. [t is ironic that 42
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per cent of the staff employed by the regional
administrator system is centralised in the
metropolitan area. What do they do? In his
answer to me the Treasurer outlined just what
these regional administrators do,

Firstly, the Treasurer states—

Assist and, where required, represent
Government departments in the region.

1 expect that is their primary function and, as |
have said before, Government departments by and
large look after themselves and very jealously
guard their powers and responsibilities. 1 think we
can accep! that Lhe assistance provided by
regional administrators is very minimal indeed.
Secondly, the Treasurer states—

Assist all departments and
instcumentalities 1o decentralise  their
activilics and to increase the authority and
decision-making powers of regional officers.

That is just mere words; everyone knows they do
not have that lunction, have never carried it out,
and have no responsibility 10 carry it out,

Mr Laurance: The results can be seen. We lead
Australia in housing, which is just an example.

Mr GRILL: Thirdly, the Treasurer states—

Acl as chairmen of regional development
committees and generally assist in the
development of their regions.

If the Treasurer wanted 1o outline the functions
referred to by 1the Honorary Minister for
Regiona) Administration and the North West, he
could have done so, but he did not. The third
function is correct; the administrators act as
chairmen of regional development committees.
However, that does not say much because those
committees by and large consist of people very
frustrated indeed because they do not see their
committees peoing anywhere, just running up
against centralised bureaucratic bodies—mainly
Government departments. These people sce very
littte at all done for regional committees. [ speak
with many people associated with the committees
and generally | receive the same comments such
as “You can’t do anything. You put up the same
arguments month in  and month out to
Government departments and you get the same
resuli—absolutely nothing.”

Mr Laurance: They didn't do so well under the
Tonkin Government. The first thing Herbic
Graham did was abolish them all.

Mr Jamieson: | am glad you see 1hat point.
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Mr GRILL: Fourthly, the Treasurer stated—
Disseminate information.

They ccrtainly do disseminate information; they
disseminate propaganda. When the system of
regional administrators was {irst cstablished | said
that would be their job, and that is exactly what
they have done and done it lairly effectively. They
disseminate Government propaganda for regional
centres. Fifthly, the Treasurer stated—

Be a sounding board for local opinion.

Whalt does that mean? | do not know. If it simply
means Lhey should be some sort of spy for the
Government in arcas where Labor members have
been clected, perhaps they carry out (Lhat
function. If it means they are just public relations
men for the Government, perhaps that is right,
but it is a fairly amorphous function 1o be a
sounding board for public opinion. Sixthly, the
Treasurer stales—

Be a focal point for visitors from overseas,
castern slates or other regions.

| understand that is a legitimate function of local
government and always should be. | do not know
why that function should be usurped by regional
administrators. Apparently it is okay for regional
administrators who are no more than bureaucrats
in any event, to take that role from the
legitimaiely and  properly elected  local
government representalives in an area.

Mr Laurance: Most of the administrators do so
in co-operation with the local authorily as you
would know from your involvement in these
malters.

Mr GRILL: | know of the situation because 1
have spokcn to regional administrators whose
words support what | am saying lonight.
Seventhly, the Treasurer states—

Be a liaison and co-ordination focal point.

That is an amorphous statement which could be
taken as saying the administrators are public
relations people for the Government in pro-Labor
arcas hostile to the Government. The
administrators’ functions are minimal and usurp
the functions of local authoritics. Very lew of
their functions ar¢ not carried out by other bodics
and the lunctions they carry out alonc are of
minimal benefit 1o the peoplc they are supposed
Lo scrve.

The Honorary Minister for  Recgional
Administration and the North West, who is
responsible for the sysiem, told me by way of
interjection that these rcgional adminisirators are
quite important, carry out an important role, and
do a good job. Il they have all sorts of functions to
carry out onc would think that a

regional
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administrator who gave some nolice of his
intention Lo resign  would be replaced
expeditiously by this Honorary Minister so that
somcbody else could take up the very important
posilion of administrator. The crowning irony of
the matter is that the Honorary Minister did not
act expeditiously in one situation which occurred
in the castern goldfields. The regional
administratar gave notice of his intention to
resign, and | suggest he did so out of boredom and
lrustration—

Mr Laurance: That is quite wrong.

Mr GRILL: The Honorary Minister was very
slow to replace the administratar, 1 will refer to
another answer given by the Premicr on 7 April
this year in answer to question 323. He indicated
in that answer that the regional administrater of
the castern goldfields, a fairly important arca |
think all would concede, gave notice on 20
November 1980 that it was his intention (o resign.
He tendered his resignation on the same day and
the resignation was to become effective as from 1
April 1981, but later amended al the request of
that officer 10 18 March 1981, some 12 or I3
days carlier.

1t took this Honorary Minisier who considers
these positions 10 be very importamt until 28
February 1981, some three months later, to call
for applications for the position.

Mr Laurance: What was
advertisement?

M GRILL: The Honorary Minister heard me.
The officer gave his resignation on 20 November
1980, but the Honorary Minister waited until 28
February 1981 o0 advertise the position.

Mr Laurance; What was the date he was due to
leave?

Mr GRILL: He was due to leave on } April
1981, but later amended his resignation 1o 18
March 1981, and the advertisement was placed a
month before he was initially due to leave. That is
fairly 1ypical on the part of the Honorary
Minister. The Premier goes on to say that it 1akes
six to eight weeks 10 Ml such a position, not one
month. There was no carthly possibility that the
position would be filled within any of the dates
specified. The Honorary Minisier knows that
either he or his department was very slow 1o {ill
the position, a postion which he considers 1o be
important.

the date of the

Mr Laurance: He was an extremely good
officer. He left Tor personal reasons; 1o attend to
personal business maitters in Quecnsland with
which he was quite successful. He was a loss Lo
this State. If there is any chance of getting him
back to the Public Service in Western Australia |
will Lake it
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Mr GRILL: For the Honorary Minister's
information he voluntcered 10 return and help the
ncw man in the positian, but the depariment
rcflused 10 take up his offer. He complained 10 me
about that situation. This shows that the
Haonorary Minister has no regard at aly for such
positions. The officer said he will leave the Stale
with absolute disgust at the way the depariment
operates, and he is the fellow the Honorary
Minister believes is so good. He has no time for
the Honorary Minister or his department.

Mr Laurance: That is quile contrary to Lhe
personal conversation and correspondence | have
had with him.

Mr GRILL: | ask the Honorary Minister to
show that correspondence Lo me.

Mr Laurance: | will. You will have to answer to
him for your remarks because | will refer them to
him.

Mr GRILL: | would be plcased if the Honorary
Minister referrcd my remarks to him.

What are
paid?

these  bureaucratic (unctionaries

Mr Laurance: We will (ake greal care in
finding a replacement.

Mr GRILL: Also a grecat deal of lime will be
laken in doing so.

Mr Laurance: He will be hard to replace.

Mr GRILL: These burcaucratic funclionaries
not considered important cnough to replace in
time specified lor cffectiveness of resignation, who
have no real responsibilities, are paid $30 000 per
annum, well in excess of the salary paid 1o a back-
bench  member  of this  Parliament. These
functionaries ar¢ given wvirtually unlimited
expenses and Government cars.

Mr Laurance: They must wark within the
normal expenses paid.

Mr GRILL: They are allowed expenses of an
amount more than that allowed for members of
Parliament. They are given cleciric Lypewriters
and a staff of three or lour plus an assistant, They
are given Governmem houses and all the other
perks under the sun. In reality, what are they?
They arc an extension of the bureaucratic
centralisation which has taken place in this State.

Mr Laurance: How can il be centralisation?

Mr GRILL: They merely funnel information
from couniry arcas.

Mr Laurance: On behalf of country people.
Me GRILL: That is not so a( all.
Mr Jamieson: On behalf of the Government!
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Mr Laurance: In conjunction with country
people.

Mr GRILL: They gather information for the
centralised burcaucracy and put out propaganda
for the centralised administration. Even their title
is a misnomer. What do they administer? They
administer their own offices and no more. Most of
them. if they have any conscience at all, are cither
casting around for jobs to do or resigning.

1 submit that the present system should be
abolished unless this Government is prepared 10
give regional administrators real powers and
responsibilities. 1 know it is not prepared to do
that; thercfore | call upon the Government 1o
scrap the present system.

Mr Sodeman: What powers do you suggest
they should have?

Mr GRILL: In my view they should have the
power to administer within their own areas; to give
directions 10 various operations of departments
within an area and be able 10 administicr schemes
on a broad front wilhin an area.

Mr Sodeman: If the ALP were in Government
would it initiate those changes?

Mr GRILL: | ask the member for Pilbara
whether he has any argument with my suggestion.

Mr Sodeman: You say the position should be
abolished. Is thal what you would do?

Mr GRILL: We would abolish the position.
The shadow Minister made that quite plain.

| will move on to the second topic which 1 wish
to discuss tonight, and that deals with the role of
small manufacturing enterprises in regional
centres and the inelficient job this Government is
doing to foster and promote that manufacturing.

Under this heading 1 refer 10 the State’s
inability to protect i1s own manufacturing
industries. | would like 10 discuss the loss of a
small manufacturing enterprise 10 a Western
Austrabian regional centre.

Mr Laurance: What is the business?

Mr GRILL: | intend 10 refer specifically to a
small manufacturing company which operates in
Kalgoorilie. Before | give its name | indicate 10 the
House that it is highly eflficient, operates on a
modest profit and has not lost due to industrial
disputes any production hours during the last six
years; has not lost any time by way of industrial
accidents over the last five years; has a 4 per cent
annual employee tlurnover only, supports 18
families within the community; and has an annual
budget of around $2.5 million.

I indicate also that 1his company gives 10 ils
workers some democratic rights to govern the
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business of the community, and the way the jobs
may be carried out. This operation, which is one
of 60 similar operations carried on by the same
company throughout the world, is 15 most
cfTicient manufacturer.

Mr Coyne: Don’t keep us in suspense.

Mr GRILL: 1 will tell the member right now
the name of the company: it is Readymix
Coslaine.

Mr Lavrance: It is interesting you are
mentioning this because the greatest support Lhat
company has had in Kalgoorlic has been from the
regional administrator. The fact that he was on
the spot, that he had business experience, and was
a supporter of that particular company, 1 think
spcaks volumes for the system of regional
adminisiration. Your argument is damned out of
your own mouth.

Mr GRILL: The fact for which it speaks
volumes is that the business is closing down on 310
June—negative volumes!

Mr Laurance: What have you done about it?

Mr GRILL: We will see what 1 am able to
achiecve. Perhaps | will succeed where the
Minister has failed.

Readymix Costaine manufactures pre-pressed
concrete sleepers for the Kalgoorlie railway line
and the Australian National Railway.

| have outlined the operation of this company.
It is efficient, and | am sure most members will
agree that it should be fostered by this
Government and protected against biased and
unfair actions of the Federal Government.

Mr Laurance: Anything you say after your
original argument is weak.

Mr GRILL: The facts are quite (0 the contrary.
This particular operation is 10 close down en or
after 30 June of this year. This skilied and
dedicaled work force will be retrenched and then
disseminated. All this action is duc to the policy
of the Federal Government.

The history of the company is that it has
tendercd successfully for Government contracts
on the ANR Port Augusta railway line for six
ycars. Prescnuly it is producing 120 000 sleepers.
The contract for these sleepers expires in June of
this year. Approximately 490 000 sleepers are still
Lo be laid on the Western Australian side of this
track o complete its relurbishing, and that
recpresents  about  five  years’ work for the
company.

The Federal Government has indicated that its
policy is 10 ccase refurbishing of the ling, and &t
intends 10 give priorily in its Budgel to certain
other tracks. Two tracks are involved, and neither

[ASSEMBLY]

track is in Western Australia. The first track is
from Crystal Brook to Adeclaide, and the second
track is from Port Augusta to Leigh Creek. In
rcality this means that Readymix Costaine must
close in June of this vear and that the Monier
company—which by the way operates a similar
sort of plant in Port Augusta—will supply
sleepers 10 the South Australian priority line.
When tenders are called finally for the completion
of the refurbishing of the Kalgoorlic-Port
Augusta line the only company that will be in
operation, and the only company which can then
tender for that contract, will be the South
Australian Monier company.

This South Australian company will then have
a complele monopoly, and it is quite obvious what
it will do—it will increase the price ol the
sleepers. So much for the much-vaunted policy of
frce and open competition which is put forward
by members on the Government side of the
House. When the only competitor for the Menier
company closes down, there will be no clfective
control over the price of pre-pressed concrete
sicepers and the ANR will have to pay more for
the product.

Readymix Costaine contends—and  very
confidently contends—that, firstly, it can produce
sleepers at a lower price than can the South
Australian company; secondly, it has a freight
advantlage when supplying sleepers to the Western
Australian side of the line; thirdly, a number of
other Western  Australian  companies and
depariments will lose revenue if it closes down.
Rcadymix Costaine says that a branch of Lhe
Swan Portland Cement in the Kalgoorlie area will
have 10 close down. Brambles Manford will lose
revenue, as also will Bell Basic Industries,
Australian Wire [ndustries, Embeccon Piy. Lud.,
the Readymix Group, and even Westrail, which
delivers the wire and cement f{rom the
metropolitan area, will be affected. To top it all
off, the Siate Taxation Department will lose
revenue. So the closing down of (his operation will
have a compounding effect.

Readymix Costaine mainlains that il it were
given the opportunity to supply more sleepers on
the ANR line over the next year or two, il could
diversify into concrete power poles, and in 1984 it
would be able to tender for sleepers on the
Kalgooriie-Koolyanobbing line.

This company will be forced 10 close down
because of the Federal Government's policy and
because this State Government has becn unable
or unwilling 10 excrt sufficient pressure on the
Federal Government 10 change its policy. A very
skilled, dedicated, and highly motivaied work
lforce will be lost. In 12 months® time it will not be
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passible to reform that work lorce so that it will
operate at its present level of efficiency. A work
force of that nature takes considerable lime to
build up, to motivaic. and to get into operation.
This Government should be condemned lor not
being able 1o cxert sufficient influence on its
canfreres in Canberra Tor what is certainly a
discriminatory policy in  Tlavour of South
Ausiralia.

Mr Coyne: And the Northern Territory.

Mr GRILL: Cerainly discriminatory against
Western Auwustralia, and 1 am glad that the
member  for  Murchison-Eyre  agrees it s
discriminatory.

I would like to hear of any steps thar the
Government has taken to avert this closing down.
If it has taken any stcps, obviously they have not
been effective. As | said this operation has been
highly efflicient, and profitable. It has a large
annual budget, it keeps |8 familics in the region,
and it plays an imporiant part in the context of
industry in the Kalgoorlie region.

I would now like 1o deal with the development
of lisheries within the State, and in particular |
would like the Government 1o pive serious
consideration (o the establishment of a new port. |
am referring to the need for a port and townsite
fucilitics in the region of Eucla. This Government
has abrogated ils responsibility to the [lishing
industry of the State by not fostering commercial
fisheries in the Great Australian Bight. At (he
present moment the fisheries in the bight area are
cxploiled lirstly by the Vietnamese, sccondly by
the Japanese. and thirdly—in descending order of
participation——by the South Australians. i is
only of late. and by the action of independent
fishcrmen frem the Esperance area. that Western
Australian fishermen have cxploited this arca at
all. The Esperance fishermen operating in the

bight area have worked in very stringent
canditions.
That siwation could be remedied if this

Government were prepared 1o undertake the
cstablishment of a port and townsite al Eucla.
Experienced and scasoncd [lishermen say that
there is a pood potenual for fishing in the Great
Australian Bight. In [act, they say the potential is
tremendous. Over the last 12 months, four
trawlers have operated in that arca. They have
recorded large catches. and they have been able to
command good prices on the more Jucrative wet
fish murkets of Adelaide and Mclbourne. As |
mentioned carlier. this result has been achieved
under difficuit conditions and without proper
facilities. | submit 10 members that the
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availability of proper facililies would enable a
much larger industiry 10 operate.

Pressure has been put on the Government to
inquire into this matter, but so far the result has
becn negative. In June or July of last year | wrote
to the Minister for Lands and to the Minister lor
Fisheries and Wildlifc. In my letter o the
Minister for Lands 1 asked about the possibility of
the Lands Depariment making townsites available
in the arca, with access to water and clectricity
supplies. 1 asked the Minister for Fisheries and
wildlife to look into the question of establishing a
fishery in the area.

On | September 1980 | received a reply from
the Minister for Lands and | would like to quote
his letler which reads as follows—

Dear Mr. Grill,

I wrote on July 14th in relalion to your
support of a group of fishermen wishing to
petition for the cstablishment of a fishing
port and attendant lownsie facilities at
Eucla.

The Lands Department has since received
advice [rom the Departments of Public
Works and Fisheries & Wildlife which, in
summary, does not point Lo devclopment of
the fishing industry in the Eucla region in the
foreseeable future.

Public Works Department has indicated
that establishment of port facilitics at Eucla
would be of low priority when compared (0
other areas of the State and apparcnily quile
extensive investigations would be required 10
be carried out before any preliminary

planning of port facilitics could be
considercd.
As Tar as Fisheries & Wildlife is

concerned, that Department advises that
fishing industry Tfacilitics exist n Albany
with substantial processing facilitics and
mainienance  back-up for [ishing boats.
Fishing industry lacilities are being built at
Esperance which port could accommodale
medium sized Lrawlers of about 30 metres in
length. L would be difficult to imagine Eucla
taking priority over the Albany and
Esperance ports, cspecially having regard 1o
the small number ol vessels likely 1o be
involved.

In view of the advice received, it would
appear that further ‘Lands Department action
is not warranted.

That was a complete wipe-ofT by the Minister for
Lands. Prior to receiving that letter members will
be interested 10 know that | had received a letter
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from the Minister lor Fisheries and Wildlife. In
that letier dated 9 June 1980 the Minister said—

With regard to the provision of fishing
boat facilities, 1 can advise you that the
Government is aware of such a possible
future need, although the potential of a
fishery in that areca has not been fully
determined.

I will not read the whole letter but 1 can assure
the House that the Minister does not tell us what
the potential is.

So, on the one hand we had the Minister for
Lands in September writing off (he project in a
most negative fashion while earlier on we had the
Minister for Fisherics and Wildlife indicating that
in lact the Government acknowledged there could
well be some potential in that area but obviously
not being prepared Lo do very much about it.

I submit to the House that the potential is more
than likely in this area and that unless this
Government is prepared to develop ii, it will
continue 10 be cxploited by the Taiwanese, the
Japancse and the South Australians.

Boats from Esperance are operating in the area.
They do not operate from Esperance, where there
are port facilities; they must travel down to Eucla
and slay out until such time as they have fished
the arca. They then return to unload their catch,
which is shipped to the Eastern States. Boats from
cither Albany or Esperance cannot fish the Great
Australian Bight. However, they could fish the
Bight if in lact there were port facilities at Eucla.
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They could steam out from Esperance, fish the
Bight, unload their catch at Eucla—which could
then be taken Lo market—rcfuel and then trawl
back 10 Esperance, fishing all the time. That is a
logical progression, and that is the sort of thing
the fishermen want to see. That is why 93
fishermen who operale boats, basically out of

Esperance, have signed a petition to this
Parliament requesting the Government give
consideration to the establishment of such
facilities.

The Government is showing no imagination in
this matler; it is very lack lustre in the way it is
approaching this potcntial industry. The Minister
for Fisheries and Wildlife said there may well be
a need for a report without being prepared Lo do
anything about establishing the machinery to
provide such a report while at the same time, the
Minister for Lands, without any real
cansideration of the matter, is prepared to wrile
the whole thing off.

The result of this lack of action on the part of
the Government is that we are missing oul on
what  could be a real—perhaps a
major—commerciai  fishery in the Great
Australian Bight. | believe the Government also
stands condemned in this respect.

With those remarks, | support the Address-in-
Reply molion.

Debate adjourned, on mation by Mr T. H.
Jones.

House adjourned at 10.17 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Private Businesses: Assistance

510, My COWAN, 10 the Honorary Minister

Assisting  the Minister for  Industrial
Development and Commerce:
(1) In each of the last five years—

(a) whatr is the total amount of

assistance ecilther by direct loans,
loan guaranices, or grants, given by
the Government to  private
businesses;

(b) what are the losses incurred by the
Government in each of those years
because of fzilure 1o meet loan
repayments or by liquidation of any
business that was assisied?

(2) Can he provide details of all businesses
that have been assisted since 1974,
together with the type and amount of
assistance offered?

(3) Can he indicate which businesses have
failed 10 meet their loan obligations or
have gone into liguidation?

Mr MacKINNON replicd:
Direct Loan

Loans Guar:;mm Grants
3 3
(1} (a) 1975-76 440611 5820750 300000
i976-77 435356 20733200 250000
1977-714 1500000 5920000 300000
1978-79 100000 & 283000 400000
1979-30 Nil 8307000 423000
(b} 1975-76 1165760
1976-17 199898
197778 366 187
1978-19 781 003
1979-80 1528 144

(2) Assistance (o business covers many
areas including—

(a) Government guaranieed assistance

(b} Grants

{c) Direct loans

{d} Interest subsidics

(e) Rail [reight subsidies

(N Payroll tax subsidies

(g) Drought ‘reliel leans to
businesses.

small

The detail involved in obtaining this
information is considerable. [If the
member would specify in which areas of
assistance to business he is interested the
details will be provided.
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{3) Lenham Tanneries Pty. Lid.
Southern Ocean Trawlers Pty. Ltd.
Southern Ocean Fish Processors Pty.
Lid.
Academy Entertainment Pty. Lid.
John Cockran Puy. Ltd.
Sherwood Qverseas Pty. Lid.
West Trade Centre Lid.
Katanning Brick Pty. Lid.
Gt Southern Brickworks Pty, Ltd.
Mitex International (Australasia) Pty.
Ltd.
G. J. Clarke Pty. Lid.

MURDER
Penaltics

520. Mr GRILL, 10 the Minister representing
the Attorney General:

What are the range of penalties that can
be applied 10 a 14-year-old convicted of
wilful murder and murder?
Mr O’CONNOR replied:

The member is referred to seclions
282(a) and (b) and also section 19(6a)
of the Criminal Code. The Royal
prerogative may also be relevant
depending on the circumstances.

ROADS
Rockingham Road and Stock Road

521. Mr TAYLOR, 1o the
Transport:

Minister for

{1) With respect to that section ol Stack
Road-Rockingham Road  beiween
Yangebup Road and Russell Road, is a
wire fence 10 be constructed along the
median strip?

(2) M “Yes"—

(a) when is it likely to be constructed;
and
(b) what is the estimated cost?

(3) Are there plans to erect an overpass or
underpass at or near Russell Road o
allow the safe crossing of Stock Road-
Rockingham Road by school children?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) No.

{2} Not applicable.

(3) Not at this stage.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Perth City

Mr DAVIES, Lo the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(1) Has the State Government been
requested by Perth City Council to
investigate the usc of reflective glass in
buildings?

{2) If 50, has this been done?

{3) What were (he results of the
investigation?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) Yes.

{2) This matter has been rcferred to the
Building Advisory Commiilee for
consideration.

(3) The matter is still under investigation.

FUEL AND ENERGY: GAS
North-West Shelf: Effect on Pilbara

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister lor Resources
Development:

{1) Has he yet received the final report
ordered by the Pilbara Regional
Administrater  which  cxamines  all
aspects of the effects the North-West
Shelf gas project will have on (he
Pilbara?

{2) Has an interim report been prepared?

(3) Il so, will he table it?

(4) Who are the members of the commillee
preparing the report?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) e (3) A draft report and an addendum
of revised population figures has been
presented o appropriate Government
departments and instrumentalities for
comment and for use where forward
planning is concerncd.

(4) Mr  R. Pigott, Pilbara
Administrator (Chairman)
Mrs R. Crane, representing Rocbourne
Shire Council and Child Care Centre
Miss R. Palmer, representing
Department of Health and Medical
Scrvices
Mrs C. Doyle, representing Department
of Health and Medical Services
Mr D. Rogers. representing Department
for Community Welflare
Miss Sue Walsh. representing
Department for Community Welfare

Regional

Mr R. Mitchell, representing
Department for Community Welfare
Mrs Al Langdon, YW.CA,
Department of [mmigration and Ethnic
AfTairs

Mr T. Cosins, Minislers Fraternal

Mr J. Cochrane, Education Department.

HOUSING
Government Employces: Standard Policy

524. Mr DAVIES, 10 the Premier:

(1) Has he sel up a subcommiltee to develop
a standard  housing policy for
Government ecmployees?

(2) Who are its members?

(3) How many times has it met?

{4) When will it report and to whom?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

{1} Yes.

(2) The members are—

Hon. A. Mensaros, Minister for
Works, Water Resources, Minisler
Assisting  the  Minister  Co-
ordinating Economic and Regional
Development,

Hon. E. C. Rushton, Minister for

Transport:
Hon. 1. J. Laurance, Honorary
Minister for Housing, Regional

Administration and the North

West, and Tourism,
with power 1o co-opt as required.

(3) Twice.
(4) To Cabinet when the report is finalised.

TRANSPORT: AIR
Intrastate: Questionnaire

Mr  DAVIES, 10 the
Transport:

Minister  for

[ refer to the questionnaire being
distributed on Mights within Western
Australia for the review of inwernal air
services, Can he explain the purpose of
questions 15 and 16 with reference to
the use of smaller non-jet aircraft
Nights?
Mr RUSHTON replicd:

An important lacer of the review of
internal air services and policy is to
determine the attitude and the demand
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characteristics of air transport users in
Western Austraha.

The references to smaller non-jet
aircraft, in questions 15 and 16, are
specifically designed to satislfy this
information requirement. The questions
are intended to identify the preferences
of the travelling public, with respect to
various possible options available for the
provision of intrastale air services in
Western  Australia. These  options
include the replacement or
augmentation of F-28 services by non-jet
commuter aircrall, with the possibility
of subsequent gains to the traveller in
the form of increased frequency of
service. The air fare implications
associaled with such options are, of
course, being examined by the review.

POLICE ACT
Section 548

526. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

In view of his statement reported in the
Daily News of 9 December 1980, that
section 54B of the Police Act would be
reviewed as a result of a State Full
Court decision of 8 December 1980, will
he advise—

(a) who is conducting the review;

(b} is it completed;

(c} will he table any reports or
recommendations;

(d) is legislative action contemplated?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

On consideration of the decision, no
detailed review of the section was
considered necessary. As | said at the
time, the decision reflected our view of
the meaning and cffect of the section
which we did not believe had the wide
and unintended consequences claimed
prior to the decision by Opposition
spokesmen. No amendments ar¢ now
proposed.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
Media Christmas Party
Mr DAVIES, 10 the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Tourism:

What was the cost of the ministerial
Christmas parly for media
representatives involving a bulfel lunch
al Rounest?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
£198.60 which represented pari cost of
the luncheon which was shared with the
hote! proprictor. Coach and ferry
services were provided free of charge by
the travel industry.

PORTS
Maritime Authority

528. Mr DAVIES, to 1he Mimsier for

Transport:

(1) Is it fact that the Government plans Lo
set up a new maritime authorilty 10
supervise the planning and commercial
development ol ports in  Western
Australia?

(2) Is the Goverament also examining
legislation governing the operation of
Western Australian ports with a view to
redrafting it?

(3) Will legislation be introduced this
session?

{4) Is it fact that the Director General of
Transport and the Bureau of Transport
Economics have completed a blueprint
for promoting Western Australian
poris?

(5) If “Yes” to (4), will he table it?

(6) 1f “No™ 10 (5), why not?

Mr RUSHTORN replied:

(1) On 10 March this year, the Government
announced the Department of Marine
and Harbours, a new maritime agency.
Amongst its functions will be the
provision of management services
including planning and commercial
development.

(2) Yes.

(3) No.

(4) The Director General of Transport and
the Commonwecalth Bureau of Transport
Economics have completed “A Study of
Western Auslralian Ports™, a
comprehensive  examination of the
Siate’s port system. Port promotion is
referred 10 in the report.

{5) and (6) Yes. as soon as it is available for
public release.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Welfare Facilities

529. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Local

Government:
When will the rcport on  welfare
facilities i local pgovernmenl be
completed?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

I anticipale receiving the report by 3
May 1981.

TOURISM
Senior Officers

530. Mr DAYVIES, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has thc State Government appoiniced
any senior tourist officers to regions in
Wesitern  Australia in the past four
monihs?

(2) If so, to where have they been sent?

(3) What is the grade of these officers?

{4) Are other appointments contemplated?

{5} Il so, when and to where?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) Yes—one.

(2) South-west Region.

(3) Grade C-11-5.

(4) and (5) Under consideration.

TRANSPORT: GRAIN

Tenders
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Transport:
Will he 1able the report and

recommmendations of the review into the
calling of tenders for grain haulage?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

I have not yel received from the
Commissioner of Transport a report of
the recent review into the calling of
tenders for grain haulage from off rail
Co-operative Bulk Handling receival
bins, in certain areas of the State.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS: FOOD
Madel Bill and Date Stamping
Mr DAVIES, 10 the Premier:

(1) Was he correctly reported in The West
Australian of 18 November 1980, as
having stated that the State Government
was planning to introduce a model food
Bill?

(2) Did he also state that legistation
covering the date stamping of food
would be introduced in May this year?

(3) Did he also teil the annual dinner of the
Food Technology Association of
Western Australia thal the Government

would welcome submissions on  the
proposcd legislation?
{(4) Is it still intended 10 iniroduce

legislation relating to a model food Bill?

Sir CHARLES COQURT replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) The legislation covering the daie
stamping ol food was in fact introduced
in May 1980 to become effective in May
1981. 1t is now proposed 1o exlend this
date to November 1981 to allow for
some necessary amendments.

(3) Yes.

(4) Yes, as an amendment to the Hcalth
Act.

FISHERIES

Mandurah and South West Fishermen’s Co-
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operative

Mr DAVIES, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting  the Minister for ¥ndustrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) Has he received representations
requesting a loan of $20000 and
working capital of $75000 from the
Depariment of Industrial Development
for the Mandurah and South West
Fishermen’s Co-operative?

(2) When was the submission presented to
the department?

(3) When is a decision expected on the
submission?

Mr MacKINNON replied:

{1) Yes.
(2) On | April 1981.
(3) When the submissian has been processed.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Bentley
Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Education:
{1) What additional buildings will be

required to turn Bentley Senior High
School inte a technical college?
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(2} When will a commencement be made on
these buildings?

(3) Will a gymnasium complex be included
in such a building programme?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Bentley Senior High School is not being
turned into a technical college. N is
being redeveloped as a senior college
which will provide the opportunity for
young people and adults who have left
school, to undertake further siudies to
upgrade their level of secondary
education. h is not expected that the

redevelopment  will involve a major
rebuilding programme.
(2) An  analysis  of any  building

requirements will be made during 1982,
the transition year. Any needs identified
will be incorporated into the Education
Depariment’s  building  programme
according o s priority.

(3) Most unlikely.

WATER RESOURCES
Restrictions

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Water
Resources:

What are the advertising requirements
under legislation when imposing water
resirictions on a community?
Mr MENSAROS replied:

Under the provisions of the Country
Areas Water Supply Act by-law 76
suppliecs of water ¢an be limited by
notice published in any newspaper
circulating in the district.

EDUCATION
School Buscs: Subsidy

536. Mr CARR, 1o the Treasurer:

What is the present level of the subsidy
paid to assist children living within three
miles of school to travel by bus?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

School  children  living in  the
metropolitan area and those living
within five kilometres of a country
school served by a regular private intra-
lown bus service, are required to pay
only a concessional fare of 20c per trip.
It is not possible to calculate the level of
subsidy this concessional [are represenis
because of differences in operating costs
of 1the various bus services and the
diversity of fare structures involved.

331
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WATER RESOURCES
Geraldton

Mr CARR, 10 the Minister for Waler
Resources:

(1) What assurance can he give that action
presently being taken at the Allanooka
borefield  will  overcome  problems
experienced last summer concerning the
quantity and quality of water available
to Geraldan residems?

{2) What projections have been made by his
department as to how long the
Allanooka borefield will be capable of
meeting Geraldion’s demand for water?

(3) Whal allowance is made for possible
new large scale industrial development
in the above projectons?

(4) What advance planning has been piven
to bringing water from the Arrowsmith
basin or other source (0o meet
Geraldton’s future water needs?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The work currently being undertaken al
Allanooka will ensure that, subject to no
unforescen contingencies, there will be
no repetition of supply problems recently
experienced.

(2) The present Allancoka borefield and its
extension in the Irwin View area will be
capable of meeting expected water
demand including any new projecied
industrial  requirements  for  the
foreseeable future.

(3) As indicated in answer (o part (2) the
present source with extensions s
expected  to meet  all  known
requirements. [t is not passible, however,
to provide for specific large scale
industrial development until the order of
requirements is known.

(4) There has been no need nor rcason {o
spend money on such planning so far.
Sufficient water is available from
extensions of the present Allanooka
source for the foresecable planning
period.
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REGIONAL ADMINISTRATICN
Geraldion

538. Mr CARR, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting  the Minister for Regional
Administration:

Governmen!’s purchasing opcrations was
being studied by Treasury and ihe
Government Stores Department. Has
the study been completed?

(2) If “Yes”, will he please table a copy of
the report?

(3) What action has been implemented or is
intended to be implemented arising from
the study?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

1 refer him 10 his answer to question 701
of 1980 in which he advised that
consideration was being given to
changing the title of the Greenough
regional administration office to either (1) 10 (3) The study on decentralised
Geraldton rcgional administration office purchase opgra[ions was broadened 1o
or Geraldton-Midwest regional cover the total Government Stores
administration office. Will he please procurement system. This has been
advise the results of such consideration? comp!clcd. and _proposa-ls are 10 be
Mr LAURANCE replied: submitted to Cabinet for consideration.

A decision on the release of the report
This matter was delerred until the new

will not be madc until Cabinet has
regional administrator had sufficient

considered it and decided on the
ume 1o make an assessmeat and is still appropriale course of aclion.
under consideration,

COURTS
Legal Aid Commission Services

EDUCATION
Geraldion Complex

53%. Mr CARR, 10 the Minister representing 541, Mr CARR, to the Minister for Education:
the Attorney General:

I refer Lhe Attorney General to his
answer to guestion 836 of 1980 in which
he advised that the question of a duty
counsel service in Geraldion was
prescntly being investigated by the
Legal Aid Commission. Will he please
advise of any action arising from Lhis
investigation?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The matter has been discussed between
the Director of Legal Aid and private
practitioners in Geraldton., | am
informed that members of the Northern
Region Group Law Society intend to
discuss the proposal and, following this,
will notil'y the Legal Aid Commission of
their attitude.

DECENTRALISATION

What stage has been reached with
regard to proposals for a new Education
Depariment office complex in Geraldion
1o house the regional superintendent,
advisory teachers, and other
departmental employees?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The Education Department has a lease
obligation to the present buildings
occupied by the regional superiniendent
and his staff. I is expected that
buildings will be available afler
December 1981 so that the lease can be
terminated and the Regional
Educational Centre set up in its own
premises.

SHOPPING CENTRE
Site: Geraldton

542. Mr CARR, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

Government Purchases
540, Mr CARR, to the Treasurer:

(1) 1 refer him to the answer given by his
predecessor 10 question 1251 of 1979 in
which il was advised that the sale of the

(1) I refer him to his answer to question
1968 of 1979 in which he advised that a
proposal 10 decentralise the
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shopping centre site in Lawley Strect,
Geraldton, by the commission, provided
a condition of sale thal the site be
developed within 18 months of formal
acceptance of 1ender. What was the date
of formal aceeptance of tender?

(2) Who was the successful tenderer?
{3) Is thc commission aware of any rcason

why this site has not becn developed?

(4) What mcasures are available 10 see that

the condition of sale is adhercd to?

Mr LAURANCE replicd:

(1) No tenders were received.,
(2) to (4) Answered by (1).

GERALDTON CULTURAL TRUST
Former Maternity Hospital Building
Mr CARR, to the Premier:

Further o the answer given to question
113 of 1981 by the Minister for
Community Weclfare, advising that his
department will relinquish the former
Geraldion Maternity Hospital in about
July this year, is he able to outline a
lentative Llimetable for the building to be
made available o the Geraldton
Cultural Trust?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

At this stage a timetable for vacating
the former Geraldton  Maternity
Hospital has not been dctermined as
much depends on the completion of the
Department for Community Welfare's
new group home (acility in Geraldion,

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL

Beachlands

544, Mr CARR, 1o the Minister for Education:

(1) Has an

allocation becn made or
promised to the Beachlands Primary
School for reticulation of the school
aval?

(2) # “Yes”, will he please provide detatls

including an indication of when the work
is likely 10 be undertaken?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
{1) and (2) Tenders will close on Tuesday

14 April, for a new borewater supply
system, including storage tanks and
installation, at this school. Work should
procced soon after a tender price is
accepled.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL

Karloo-Utukarra Arca

545. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Education:

What is the Education Department’s
proposcd timetable for the esiablishment
of a ncw primary school in the Karloo-
Utukarra arca of Geraldion?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

As school numbers at the Rangeway
Primary School, which scrves this arca,
are declining, provision of a school at
Karloo-Ulakarra is not under
consideralion.

EDUCATION
Students: Photographs

546. Mr CARR, 10 the Minister for Education:

(n

(2)
(3)

I refer him to his leticr to me of 29
April 1980 on the subject of
photographs of school children in which
he quoled the “Teachers Handbook and
Administrative Instructions”. Are these
instructions still currently in force in the
form quoted in his letter of 29 April
19807

IT not, what is the present position?
IT*Yes" to (1)—

{a) what efforts ar¢ made to enforce
the instructions;

(b) is consideration being given to
changing these instructions;

{(c) if “Yes” 10 (b), will hc pleasc
provide delails?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1)
(2)

3

Yes.
Not applicable.

(2) The department acts on complaints
which indicate that the instructions
are not being adhered to.

{b) Ycs.
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(¢c) The department is considering
changing the instructions as a result
of submissions from principals and
parenis—

(i} 10 allow school premises to be
used to take individual
portraits of school children;
and

(i1} 10 allow principals and parents
the right to choose the
photographer cngaged for such
work.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Kalbarri
Mr CARR, 10 the Minister for Education:

What plans does the Education
Depariment have for a new ablutions
block for Kalbarri Primary School?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

Kalbarri Primary School is listed for a
building project to replace temporary
classrooms and build new toilets. 1t is
hoped that this work can be undertaken
in the 1981-82 financial year.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
John Willcock and Geraldton
Mr CARR, to the Minister for Education:

(1) With reference to the future status of
John Wilicock High School, has the
Government’s attitude changed since his
answer to question 786 of 11 September
1980 in which he claimed that
Geraldton Senior High School could
accommodate all upper school students
until 1986 a1 least, and that no change
in the present secondary school pattern
at Geraldion is required?

(2) If a change has occurred, what is the
Government’s present intention?

MrGRAYDEN replicd:

(1) and (2) During a recent visit to
Geraldton 1 agreed 10 consider further
claims that the John Willcock High
School should proceed to scnior high
school status,

Investigations are being made intc
reasons enrolments at  this  schoo
are declining and to suggest how school
numbers can be arranged between the
iwo Geraldion high schools. When this
informalion is available 1 will make a
decision on the future status of the John
Willcock High School.

TRANSPORT: AIR
Intrastate: Commercial Routes

549. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What regular commercial air routes are
operated in Western Australia other
than by MMA and TAA?

(2) Which companies operate the flights or
these routes?

(3) What is the present single one-way fare
in respect of cach route?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(}) The regular commercial air roules
operated in Western Australia other
than by MMA and TAA are as
foltows—

(a) Perth to Carnarvon, via Encabba.
Dongara, Geraldlon, Mullewa
Kalbarri, Useless Loop, Denham.

{b) Perth to Kalbarri, via Southern
Cross and Kalgoorlie.

(c) Norscman to Kalgoorlie via
Kambalda.

(d) Perth to Rottnest.

{¢) Perth to Esperance via Norseman.

() Perth to Yeelirrie via Mt. Magnet.
Cue and Wiluna.

(g) Perth 10 Albany.

(h) Perth 1o Bunbury.

(i) Perth to Telfer via Meekatharra.

(j) East Kimberley station service.

(k) Carnarvon to Gascoyne Junction.

(1) Karratha-Onslow,

{m) Karratha-Tom Price-Paraburdoo.

(n) Perth-Leonora-Laverion.

{o) Kalgoorlie-Leonora-Laverion.

(p) Port Hedland-Karratha.

(q) Port Hedland-Marble Bar-Telfer-
Nullagine-Newman.

(r) Wittenoom-Paraburdoo.

(2) The companies operating the services on
the routes listed, are as follows—

Routes (a) and (b)  Avior Pty. Ltd.

Route (c) Westcern Airlines
Routes (d) o (i} Skywest Airlines
inclusive Pty. Ltd.
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Route (j) Ord Air Charter
Pty. Ltd.
Route (k) Tropic Air

Services Piy. Ltd.

Routes (1} to (q) Trans Weslt
inclusive Airlines Pty. Lad.
Route () Fortescue Air

Charter

{3) This question would require a complex
presentation  of figures, particularly
those relating to inter-port fares;
however, the information is readily
available from the airline companies
concerned.

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Stations: Cost per Kilowatt Hour

550. Mr T. H. JONES, 1o the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) What is the present cost per kilowatt
hour for power produced at the
following power stalions using coal as a
fuel—

{a) East Perth;
(b) South Fremantle;
(¢) Kwinana;
(d) Bunbury; and
(e) Muja?
(2) What is the present cost per kilowatt
hour for power produced at Kwinana
power station using oil as a fuel?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) [ am advised that the cost of electricity
produced from coal in the commission
power stations currently lies within the
range of 1.6-5.8 cents kWh, including
fuel, maintenance, operating, fixed and
averhead costs.

(2) Electricity produced from oil at
Kwinana currently costs approximately

7.5c kWh.
MINING
Coal: Collie
551. Mr T. H. JONES. (o the Minister for
Mines:
What are the current estimates of

extractable coal on the Collie

coalfields—
{a) deep-mine coal;
(b) open-cut coal?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(a) Deep-mine  coal—1i9
tonnes
(b) Open-cut coal—286 million tannes

These are the total of ‘‘measured,
indicated and inlerred” reserves (i.e., all
known reserves).

million

MINING
Coal: Esperance

552, Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minisler for
Mines:

What are—

(a) the reserves of coal
Esperance;

{b) the calorific value of the coal;

(c) the thickness of the scams;

(d) the depth of the scams?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
[ am advised the dala requested is

confidential to the companies
underiaking the currem exploration.

located at

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Stations: Coal Consumption

553. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

When the extensions to the Muja power
house are completed, the Kwinana
conversions completed, and the new
Bunbury power house constructed, what
will be the State Energy Commission
annual coal consumption?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
By 1985 it is expected the commission’s

coal consumplion would be
approximately 4-44 million tonnes.

POLICE
Collie

554, Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Police and Traffic:

As a result of the recent investigation
into the Police Force strength a1 Collie,
will he advise if additional police are 10
be engaged atL Collie?
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Mr HASSELL replied:

When all data is finally received to
complete the survey, it will be collated
lo recassess the adeguacy of stalfing
levels.

Results will not be known for some six
1o eight weceks.

HOSPITAL
Coflie District
555. Mr T. H. JONES, 10 the Minister for
Health:

When is it intended to build a new
maternity ward at the Collic District
Hospital?

Mr YOUNG replied:
Alternative malcrnity accommodation,
if justified, will be included in future
development. It is still only in the
concepiual stage.

EDUCATION: TECHNICAL
College: Collie

556. Mr T. H. JONES, to thc Minister for
Education:

When will a ncw tcchnical school be
constructed at Collie?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

Consideration is being given 10 the
construction of a small facility for
technical education at Collie with

preference being given Lo the high school
site for its location. This will allow use
10 be made of existing facilities and links
established with the proposed School of
Mines centrc.

ROAD
Mitcheli Freeway

557. Mr CRANE, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) How far are the presentl cxtensions of
the Mitchell Freeway north to proceed?

{2) When will they be completed and ready
for usc?

(3) What plans
extension?

arc made for further
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(4) (a) Is a railway reserve included in
thesc cxiensions, or is il proposed
the railway reserve will be on
another alignment; and

(b) if so, where is this proposed?
Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Just north of Karrinyup Road to a point
opposile Delawney Strect, Balcatta.

(2) [1is hoped Lo complete the extension by
mid-1984 subject 10 the availability of
funds.

(3) Planning provision has been made for a
northward extension to Yanchep.

(4) (a) No, but provision has been made in
the central median for a public
transport facility should it be
required.

(b} Answered by (a).

MINING
Coal: Reserves

Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

{1) What arc the—

(a) known;
(b) estimated;

reserves of coal in Western Australia?

(2) On current projections for usage ol coal
for clectricity what is the estimated life
of Western Australia’s coal resources?

Mr P, V. JONES replied:

(1} The official figure for coal reserves in
Western Australia stands at 405 million
tonnes, judged to be economically
extraclable using current methods. Total
inferred coal reserves could be as high as
2 000 milfion tonnes.

(2) The current consumption of coal for
electricity purposes is approximately 3
million tonnes per annum, increasing to
approximately 4-4% million tonnes per
annum by the mid-1980s. The estimated
life of coal reserves will depend critically
on the results of current cxploration
efforts, but the above figures should
provide the honourable member with the
infarmation which he is seeking.
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EDUCATION
School Buses: Subsidies

559. Mr COWAN, 10 the Minister for

Educaltion:

(1) What moneys are made available
through the office of the Regional
Director of Education for bus travel
subsidies for—

(a) all schools in the Yilgarn region;

(b} those schools that were until
recently classified as
disadvantaged?

{2) How many schools in the Yilgarn region
fall into category (b} above?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) (a) 3% 300 from Consolidated Revenue
Fund in 1980-81.

(b) Areas and not individual schools

are classed as disadvantaged under
the Schools Commission’s priority
country schools programme. There
are two areas <classed as
disadvantaged in the Yilgarn
Region; namely, Southern Cross
area {12 schools) and Mt. Marshall
area (12 schools).
The allocations [rom  Schoois
Commission funds for 1981 to the
Education Excursion Funds of these
arcas arc $6000 and $7000
respectively. These funds are not
solely for bus travel subsidies but
cover other areas such as camp fees
and costs.

(2) Sce (1){b).

URANIUM
Enrichment

Mr E. T. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Do cmployeces of Wesiern Mining
Corporation at the uranium pilot plant
at Kalgoorlie undergo the same annual
chest X-ray that all other employees in
the mining industry undergo?

(2) H“No”, why?

{3) What other medical examination do
they undergo?

Mr P, V. JONES replicd:

(1) and (2) | am advised that employees of
Western Mining Corporation at the
uranium pitot plant at Kalgoorlie are
required 1o possess mine workers health
certificates, and undergo chest X-ray
examinations every Lwo years, in
accordance with the Mines Regulation
Act and the requirement as a Class A"
mine.

(3) Western Mining advised it has its own
additional medical arrangement in that
an employee is examined and chest X-
rayed at commencement of employment.
Twelve months later, and at 12-monthly
intervals, the examination is repeated. If
and when employment is terminated,
another medical examination and chest
X-ray is made, il more than six monihs
has elapsed since previous examination.

EDUCATION
Confederation of Colleges: Kalgoorlie

Mr E. T. EVANS, to the Minister for
Education:

Can he pgive an assurance that all
students studying for a diploma at cither
the Kalgoorlie School of Mines or the
Eastern Goldfields Technical School will
be able to complete these diplomas at
the new confederation of colleges when
it comes into effect in 19827

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Yes.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Waterways Commission

562. Mr BARNETT, 1o the Minister

representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

Would the Minister please list all
reports put out by ihe Waterways
Commission and each of its associated
management authorities since 19777

Mr O’CONNOR replied:
Leschenault Inlet Management
Authority fact finding study,

Peel Inlet Management Authority fact
finding study;

Peel Inlet management programme;
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L.eschenault Inlet managemceni
programme;

Swan River Estvary dcvelopment,
management and preservation;
Waltcrways Commission Annual
reports—I1977-78, 1978-79, 1979-

80,

Waterways Commission report on the
disposal of decp sewerage on the
River Thames and the Norfolk
Broads.

EDUCATION
Country High School Hostef
Mr BRYCE, 10 the Minister for Education:

(1) Further to his answers 10 questions 100
and 242 respectively of 1981, concerning
the Narrogin High School hostel, what
was the total estimated amount of
money misappropriated?

(2) Had the administrator concerned been
given special authority as a ficld officer
or suchlike by the Country High Schools
Hostel Authority?

(3) Ifso—

{a) when was he appointed to such a
position;

() what was the scope and naturc of
the responsibility exercised by the
administrator?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) 846 417
(2) Yes.

(3) (2) Appointed November 1979 and
commenced in this role at the start
of the 1980 school year.

(b) He was scconded on a part-time
basis to assist commitices and
wardens where requested and (0
work on special projects as required
by the authority; for cxample,
preparation of an administrative
manual for committees and
preparation of a new award for
hostel supervisory stafl.

EDUCATION
Country High School Hostels

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Whai are the names and tocations of all
hostels which are adminisicred under
the auspices of the Country High
Schools Hostel Authority?

(2) During the period 1975-80 which hostels
have encountered prablems similar Lo
Narrogin  hostel involving financial
mismanagement or misappropriation?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Amity Housc—Thomas Strect, Albany.
Priory Hostel—Burt Street, Albany.
Esperance  Senior  High  School
Hoslel—Pink Lake Road, Espcrance.
Geraldton Senior High School Boys'
Hostel, Shenton Street, Geraldion.
Geraldion Senior High Schoel Girls'
Hostel, Shentan Street, Geraldton,
Katanning  Senior  High  School
Hostel—Round Drive, Katanning.

Merredin  Senior  High  School
Hostet—Caw Strect, Merredin.

Moora Senior High School
Hostel—Edgar Lewis Place, Maora.
Narrogin  Senior  High  School
Hostel—Grey Street, Narrogin.
Northam Scnior High School Boys’

Hostel—Inkpen Street, Northam.
Northam Senior High School Girls'
Hostel—Inkpen Street, Northam,
Port Hedland Senior High School
Hostel—Roberts Strect, South Hedland.
(2) During the period 1975-80 no other
instances have occurred with the
exception of a minor situation where
approximately $1 000 was
misappropriated at  Amity House,
Albany early in 1980. The situation was
investigated by the CIB.

CRIME
Statistics Bureau

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

(1) Is it the Government's intention 1o
establish a burcau of crime statistics?

(2) If “Yes”, will he indicate the proposed
structure and rale of such a burcau?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) No. Crime statistics are compiled by the
police in accordance with the formula
issued by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics 1o provide a national standard
framework for classifying offences for
statistical purposes.

(2) Answered by (1).
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POLICE

Fircarms

566. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

How many new fircarms of all
descriptions were regisiered in Western
Australia in 1979 and 19807

Mr HASSELL replicd:

The Police Deparuiment docs not
maintain statistics in a form 1o provide
the figures requested.

However, ncw licences issucd for the
years ended 30 June 1979 and 30 June
1980 were—

1979—7 109 new licences,
1980—35 752 new licences.

These figures do not indicalc the
number of individual lirearms as many
licences arc issued lor two or more
firearms, and would include firearms
already licensed and being also licensed
by another.

In the same two year period, there was a
total increase of fircarms on individual
licences amounting to 19 7285,

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Arbor Day Policy

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Education:

Will he provide delails of the Education
Department’s attitude/policy in respect
of the observation of Arbor Day in

primary and  sccondary  schools
throughout the Siate?

Mr GRAYDEN replicd:
ltem 13.06 in the deparimental
administrative instructions states:

“Teachers should use Arbor Day (o
emphasise (o children the aesthetic,
physical and economic value of trees.
The conservation and wide use of forests
is a matter of great national importance
in  Australia. Arbor Day should be
observed on the first Wednesday in July,
unless circumstances make it advisable
to hold it on another day.”

This instruction is in operation although
there has been some discussion about the
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possibility of combining Arbor Day with
the “Day of Trees” in the celebrations 1o
mark Western Australia Week.

This combination has some merit as il
could well make both days more
meaninglul for students and enhance
both ceremonial occasions.

PUBLIC SERVANTS
Motor Vehicles

568. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

0]

(2)

Is it a fact that—

(a) the assistant under secretary of the
Premier’s Department;

(1) the chief administration officer of
the Premier’s Department;

(¢) the dircctor of public relations of
the Premier’s Department,

(d) the Premier’s Press seerctary;

(¢) the executive officer of the Rural
and Allied Industries Conference:

have been allocated Government
vehicles?

1f so—

(a) when was the decision made in
respect of each officer,;

(b) are the officers entitled Lo usc the
vehicles for private purposes;

{c) was the cosl ol using taxis as a
more economic altcrnative
considered in cach case;

{d) Lo what exient during thc past year
have the abovementioned officers
been called on 1o work weekends
and public holidays,;

(e) what is the estimated cost of
providing the above alficers with a
vehicle at Government expense?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1)

(2)

(a) 10 {e) Government Garage pool
vehicles are available for usc by the
officers referred to in the question.
However, the officers concerned do
not have sole control of the vehicles
which arc used generally within the
Premicr’s Department by other
stalf for official purposes.

10 (e) The decision 10 provide
vehicles was made, in each case, on
the appointment of the afficer
concerned.

(a)
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These vehicles are intended 1o be
used for Government purposes and
arc made available because of the
nature of the dutics of the officers.
The use of taxis was considered and
they are used on some occasions 10
transport staff required urgently,
but are not considered 1o be
appropriate an a regular basis.

No records are maintained of the
considerable  additional hours
worked both during the week,
weekends and public holidays of the
senior  officers concerned, nor of
their portion of the running costs of
the pool vehicles used by them.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
Motor Vehicles

569. Mr BRYCE, 0 the Premier:

What is the cstimated annual cost of
providing and running a vehicle lrom the
pool of cars supplied 10 Ministers of the
Crown?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The estimated annual cost of providing’

and running a ministerial vehicle,
allowing for replacement, maintenance,
fuel etc. is $3 350 or $64.42 per week.

W. W, MITCHELL

Premier’s Speech

570. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

(1) 1s it a fact that the speech which he

delivered 10 a private meeting of
Westlern Australian industiry chiefs in
Bunbury last month was written by W.
W. Mitchell?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(N

(2)

(&)

In preparing my presentation o 2:
March 1981 opening session ol the
Bunbury Industrial Seminar organisec
by the Confederation of Westerr
Australian Industry and the Australiar
Institute of Management, | followed :
regular praciice of consultation with
relevant Ministers and used a range o
resources available to the Governmen
including the services of W. W
Miichell. The speech was my
responsibility and what | planned
present in an effort to try to achieve ¢
better climate of industrial relations ir
Australia.

A report in The West Australian on 2!
March claimed that Dr N. Dufly hac
said that there was little 10 criticise ir

‘my speech-—but, in contradiction ol

that, the same paragraph claimed D
Dufty said it was not very practical oi
useful.

If  the Thonourable member &
understandably  confused by tha
newspaper report, | draw his attention
a very clearly expressed editorial in The
West Australian on 24 March whicl
said, inter alia—

Sir Charles Court’s far-reaching
suggestions for improvin
Australia’s industrial relations are ¢
welcome contribution to what ough!
to be a searching nationa
debale ... They should be {ully
evaluated at the national level—il
necessary through an independen:
inquiry as the Premier suggests.

The answer to the first hall of thi
question is “No"; the answer to Lhe
second half of the question is containec

in (1).

RIVER

Swan

(2) Is he aware that the substance of his 57
speech was described in The West )
Australian on 25 March as being not
very practical or useful?

{3) Was W. W. Michell acting as paid Does the Swan River Managemen
consultant 1o him when he wrotc 1o the Authority have any immediate plans 1
editor of The West Australian on 30 prevent further crosion of the river
March defending the speech he had banks in the areas of Belmonlt
written for the Premicr? Bassendean, and Bayswater?

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment:
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:

572.
()

(2)

(3)

(4)

Yes. Reconstruction ol river banks by
replanting of rushes and trees along the
foreshores, Lthe repair of Limber walling
and Lhe dredging of river sand 10 re-
stabilise the river beaches.

BOATS

Rivers: Infringements

Mr BRYCE, 10 the Minister for Transport:

How many Harbour and Light
Department boals were employed to
police speed limits on the Swan River
during the “Winc Festival” weckend of
4 and 5 April?

How many boatowners  reccived
infringement nolices on the Swan River
north of the Causeway during that
weekend?

With reference to the infringement
nolices referred to in (2) above, what
were the broad calegories ol offences
committed?

Werc any infringement notices issued to
boatowners who were found to be in
charge of a boat whilst under the
influence of liquor?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1
(2)

Three.

Nil. Infringement regulations have not
yet  been  promulgaied.  However
summonses are 1o be issued against 21
offenders. In addition 58 cautions were
recorded for exceeding speed limit.

(3) Exceeding speed limit 15.
Unregistered vessel 2
No identification plate 2
No firc extinguisher 2.
No.

4)

EDUCATION
School Book Assistance Scheme

573. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Education:

(1) When was the school book assistance

scheme intraduced in Western

Australia?

(2) What was the budgetary allocation for

this scheme in 1978, 1979 and 19807
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) In the years prior 10 1967 the Education

(2)

Department acted as an agent for the
Lotteries Commission which provided all
the nccessary funds to administer the
scheme. Since 1967 the Education
Department has included the funding
requirements in its annual budget.

b
1977-78 101 000
1978-79 101 000
1979-80 130 900
1980-81 202 000G
GAMBLING

Poker Machines

574. Mr BRYCE, 10 the Premicer:

(1) Further to his answer to my question

231 of t April concerning poker
machines in Western Australia, are
poker machines allowed to be brought
into Western Australia by private
individuals?

(2) If so, under what circumstances?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) No.

(2) Answered by (1).

HOUSING
Belmont: Resumptions

575. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Housing:

Adverting to his answer o question 96
of 1981 relevant to resumption of uses in
Belmont, how many applications were
received by the State Howusing
Commission requesting accommodalion
in Belmont?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

The commission has received approaches

[com iwo tenants asking to be
transferred from a possible area of
alignmeni, to alternative
accommodation within the Belmont
district.

They have been advised that when Lhe
area is finally identified and the
requirement for relocation becomes
necessary, the  commission will
endeavour to transfer those tepants

aflected 10 an area of their choice.
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HOUSING (2) Information from nine representative
sites selected from Lhe comprehensive

: tions .
Belmont: Resumption network regularly monitored by the

576. Mr BRYCE, 10 the Honorary Minister Walter Board has been made available

Assisting the Minister for Housing: publicly a1 approximate six monthly

intervals since 1977. The latest copy of

(1) Further 10 my question 96 of 198] this long term data in praphical form is
relevant to the resumption of houses in tabled herewith.

Belmont, when the exact alignment of
the Beechboro-Gosnells Highway s
known and thus the precise number of HOUSING
houses needing to be resumed by the o
Main Roads Department is also known, Building Programme

does the State Housing Commission 578, Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minisier
plan Lo compensate for the loss of these Assisting Lhe Minister for Housing:

homes and increase its  building
programme in Belmont?

(2) How many vacant building blocks does
the commission own in Belmont?

The paper was tabled (see paper No. 146).

Further to his answer 1o my question 99
of 1981 relevam to State Housing
Commission funding, when does he
expect to learn details of the precise

Mr LAURANCE replied: funding arrangements  which vlvill
determine the Stale Housing

(1) Should any resumptions be necessary Commission’s building programme for

the commission will confer with 1981-827

individual 1enants at the appropriate Mr LAURANCE replied:

time. o When the Stale Budget is brought down.
(2) The commission owns Lhree vacant

blocks in the City of Belmont which are PRISONS

immediately available for building. Prisoners: Reformatory Class

579. Mr JAMIESON, 1o the Chief Secretary:

{1) Is thc Department of Corrections
WATER RESOURCES fulfilling its responsibilities in relation to

Underground: Water Table reformatory class prisoners?

577. Mr BRYCE, 10 the Minister for Water
Resources:

(2) (a) Which prisons are currently
gazelted as reformatory prisons;

(b) which of thesc prisons are being
used solely for rcformatory
purposes;

(c) are all or any of these reformatory
prisons suitable for the objects of

(a) generally; such detention in reformatory
(b) in respect of specific regions? prisons?

(1) Is there any evidence of a drop in the
waler table in the metropolitan area—

(3) Is the indeterminate sentence, subject to

2) If so, will he provide details?
@) P the Governor’s pleasure, for treatment,

Mr MENSAROS replied: and not as punishment?
) ) (4) Wha treatment and training
(1) Throughout the Metropolitan Rcgion, programmes are curently utilised for
groundwalter levels have penerally been reformatory class detainecs?

fowered as a result of the five year
record drought up to 1979, but
recovered slightly during 1980.

(5) (a)Is he aware whether such
reform: tory class detention orders
_apply under other Stales’ prison

They arc, however, affected by a systems; and

combination of scveral factors and

follow a complex movemeni pattern both (b) if so, what is the relevance of such
upwards and downwards within ¢ach detention orders in the Western

year and between years. Australian prison system?
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(6) Should not the relevam prisons be closed
or sysiems changed. if they arec
present  non-cffective in  reformatory
cfforis?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) The responsibilitics of the Depariment
of Corrections in  relation  to
rcformatory class prisoners are 10—

(a) detain them in reformatory prisons,
and

(b) employ such prisoners at some
trade, vocalion, or labour.

The department does not and cannot
necessarily  detain reformatory  class
prisoners in reformatory prisons.

The trade, vocation and employment

opportunitics available to prisoners are

available 10 all prisoners regardless of
their class but subject 10 their security
rating.

(a) Parts of Fremantle Prison—No. 4
Division and B Landing, Ncw
Wing.

All of
Qulslation.
All of the Prison at Barton's Mill.

{b) None.

{c) Subject 10 considerations  of
security there is no distinction made
between  1the  detention  and
treatment of any class of prisoners.

(3) This question should be referred 10 the
Altorney General.

(4) Trcatment and training programmes
provided at various prisons are available
to all prisoners subject to their securily
rating.

(5} (a) Not awarc.

(b) Not applicable.

{6) It is proposed to amend the Prisons Act
to remove any doubts which may exist,
and 10 provide that a prisoner ordered to
be detained in a reformatory prison may
be detained in any prison.

(2)

the  Pardelup  Penal

ANIMALS
Breeding lnstitute: Katanning

580. Mr H. D. EVANS, 10 the Minister for

30

Agriculture:

(1) Has any company pegged the propertly
of thc animal breeding institute at
Katanning for a mincral tenememt of
any sort?

(2) If s0, would he give details?

581.
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Mr OLD replied:

(1) and (2) A company has made
applications for mineral claims covering
the property. Acrial magnetic surveys
have revealed arcas of mineralisation of
interest 10 the company. The company is
discussing a drafi agreement on
compcensation with the department priar
to undertaking further investigations.

FISHERIES
Tuna: Glut

Mr H. D. EVANS, to thc Minister
representing the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlile:

(1) (a) Arc  Western Australian  tuna
fishcrmen having problems in
selling their catches; and

(b) if so, what is the reason for this?

(2) Have tuna fishermen been placed on a
quota basis by processors?

(3) What was thc price paid by fish
processors for tuna to Woesiern
Australian fishermen over each of the
past five years?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) (a) Yes.

(b) Goad caiches of tuna have resulted
in the WA canneries receiving an
over-supply of tuna required 1o
supply their market. Good catches
have also been 1aken in other tuna
fisherics which have made it
difficult for the WA cannerics 1o
find new markets.

{2) One canncry is tlaking tuna from a
number of fishermen on a quota basis.
The other cannery is unable to accepl
tuna al the present time.

—

(3) in gencral terms the prices paid 1o wuna
fishermen have been—

Augusl 1977 6 %g fish and 475 per tonne
greater
Ikgo6kg 425 per tonne
October 1977 6 kg and preater 510 per tonne
3 kgob6kg 475 per tonne
November 1978 6 kg and greater 300 per tonne
Jkgwokg 475 per wonne
Scpiember 1979 6 kg and greater 555 per lonne
Ikgobkg 520 per tonne
December 1979 all sizes 630 per tonneg
February 1980 all sizes 750 per tanne
Ociober 1980 all sizes 800 per tonne
February 1981 all sizes X00 per tonne
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RAILWAYS
Kalgoorlic-Kwinana

582. Mr McIVER. 1o the Minister for

Transport:

(1) With rcference 1o the Government's
announcement that the electrification of
the Kwinana-Kalgoarlie line will not be
proceeded with, was a study undertaken
of cost and other [lactors re
electrification of the line?

{2) If “Yes”, who undertook the study and
what was the result?

(3) Will he table the report if available?

(4) I not, why not?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

{1) and (2) No announcemcnt that
electrification of the Kwinana to
Kalgoorlie linc will not proceed has been
made by the Government.

However, the intention that this work
should precede electrification of Lhe
Kwinana to Bunbury line has been
reversed as a resull of a preliminary
study which was carried out by Westrail
to justily a detailed cconomic and
engineering study being made of these
projecis.

Whereas it was originally suggested that
the Kwinana to Kalgoorlie line might be
the first scclion to be electrified, the
preliminary study indicated that the
Kwinana to Bunbury line should receive
first priority.

(3) and (4) The swudy referred 10 was an
internal preliminary leasibility
examination, which was undertaken to
determine whether a more delailed
investigation of the proposals should be
made. It is not appropriate for il 1o be
labled as it includes confidential
commercial  forecasts of Lransport
requirements of Westrail's clients and
internal costing information.

RAILWAYS
Bunbury-Kwinana

Mr McIVER, (o the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Re the electrification of the Kwinana to
Bunbury line—
{2) what is the proposed cost;
(b) when will work commenee;

() will it depend on Federal finance;

{d) will Midland Workshops be utilised
in providing material such as
staunchings, etc.”?

(2) 1f “Yes"” 10 {d) would he detail in what
form the Midland Workshops will be
utilised?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) and (2) Only a prcliminary feasibility
examination has been made of the
proposal 10 electrify the Kwinana Lo
Bunbury line and this indicated that a
detailed economic and engineering study
should be undertaken.

The Federal Government was asked 1o
provide financial assistance for (his
comprehensive  examination of Lhe
proposal bul has informed the Western
Australian Government that it will not
make finance available for
clectrification studies.

In view of this decision, the matter of
financing the study and how and when
the work will proceed has yel to be
determined.

EDUCATION

Adult-on-the-job English Classes

584. Mr T. ). BURKE, 10 the Minister for

Educalion:

(1) With reference to adult-on-the-job
English classes, how many, and which
firms have made use of the
Commonwealth-State *“on-the-job"”
English classes in—

(a) 1975;

(b) 1976;

(c) 1977;

(d) 1978;

(e) 1979,

(f) 1980; and

(g) upto April 19817

(2) How many stafl involved?

(3) How much publicity is the State
Government giving to inform employers
that the scheme exists?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) (a) 1975—1 class, Cockburn Cement.
{b) 1976—1 class, W.A. Meal,
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{¢) 1977—1 class, Poon Brothers.
{d) 1978—Nil.
() 1979—1 class, Peters Group.
—1 class, Poon Brothers.
(N 1980—4 classes, Telecom
Australia, 4 courses.
—3 classes, Peters Group—3
COurses,
(g}Up 110
Transficld.
{2) 8 part-time teachers, 10% of a full-time
Education Officer's time.

Aprit  1981—1  class,

(3) (a) Most metropolitan industries of a
large and medium size have been
personally visited by the officer-in-
charge of cxternal classes. Many
small business concerns have also
been visited.

(b) Lewers have been sent 1o likely
participants and to country-based
industries.

(c) Localised publicity initiated by
part-1ime teachers,
EDUCATION
Multicultural Grants
585. Mr T. ). BURKE. to the Minister for

Education:

Would he please provide a list of
multicultural education grants for 1980
and 1981, detailing the—

{a) namec and purpose of cach project;
(b) amount for each project:
(c) institution or individual receiving
the grant?
Mr GRAYDEN replicd:

{a) 1o (c) The work involved in
compiling lists is extepsive. In due
course the information will be
included in annual reports and |
will cnsure that the honourable
member will receive copics.

EDUCATION
Multicultural Staff
586. Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) ‘Would he detait—

{a) the names and qualilications, both
praciical and academic, as well as

qualifications of
education advisory

specialised
multicultural
staff;

(b} specific tasks of each one?

(2) Are there any plans to appoint further
staff?

(3) If “Yes” to (2), what is the purpose of
the appaintment?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Multicultural  Education
Committee (Joint)

{a) O. L. Paccagnella, Bachelor of
Arts, DipEd., fourtcen  years
teaching, including eight years as a
senjor master.

(b) To service the joint commitiee and
its programmes, including assisting
schools an request.

(a) R. Kakulas, Dip. Teach., Grad.Dip.
Intercultural Studies, four years
teaching inciuding three as a
multicuitural education teacher.

(b} To assist in servicing the joint
commitiee's programmes and 1o act
as Ethnic Schools Liaison Officer.

Multicultural  Education Commitice
{Educatien Department)

(a) ‘G. M. Hubble, Dip. Teach., part-
B.Ed., nine years teaching in a
variety of schools.

Advisory

(bY To  service 1the  Education
Department’s Multicultural
Education Commitiee and its

programmes, including assistance to
Government Schoals.

(2) Not at present.
(3) Not applicable.

EDUCATION
Multicultural Advisory Commitice
587. Mr T. J. BURKE, 1o the Minister for

Education:
(1) What is—

(a) the composition of the multiculiural
education advisory
commitiee—Education
Department's internal education

committee— and
(b) the criteria for membership?

(2) When was it formed?

(3) How many times has it met since it was
formed?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) (a) C. Bant, Supt of Primary Education.

C. Brigieglio, Advisory

Teacher.

W, ). Darcey, Secondary Principal.

L. J. Fox, Supt of Languages.

G. M. Hubble, Multicultural Education
Advisory Teacher {Executive Officer).
V. lohnson, Child Migranmt Education
teacher.

J. L. Martin, Primary Principal.

O. L. Paccagnella, Multicultural
Education Advisory Committee's
Executive Officer.

H. A. Pcarson, Assistant Direclor of
Schools (Chairman). .

R. P. Raynor, Sccondary Principal.

J. Skivinis (on L.S.L. and replaced by B.
J. Wells, Supt of Social Siudies).

W. ). Vivian, Primary Principal and
Union representative.

(b) By invitation from those in primary and
secondary education (including the
Teachers” Union) considered able to
make significant contribulions.

(2) First meeting 30 May 1979,

(3) Fifleen.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Lucky Numbers
Mr T. ). BURKE, to the Chicf Sccretary:

(1) With reference to TAB lucky numbers,
what were the winning numbers in cach
conseculive draw?

{2) How many investors were successful in
cach draw?

{3) What was the dividend each Llime?

{4) How many successlul dividends have yet
10 be collected in each draw?

(5) (a) What is the tolal amount invested

1o date; and
{b) the total amount of pursc moncy
collecled?

Mr HASSELL replicd:

It is assumed that Lhe member is
referring 10 the operation of favaurile
numbers conducied by the T.A.B.

{1) As per tabted schedule.
{2) As per tabled schedule.
(3) As per tabled schedule.
(4) As per labled schedule.
(5) (a) $12 320381,

(b) Not understood.

Language

The schedule was tabled (scc paper No. 147).

585. Mr

590. Mr

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Women's Refuges

HODGE. to the
Community Wellare:

Minister  for

(1) Is it a fact that he is insisting on a legal
contract being entered into before he
agrees to pass on 1o women's refuges the

funds allocaled for this purpose from the
Federal Office of Child Care?

(2) Does he intend to direct a refuge
commillee on how to spend the money,
down 1o the finest detail?

(3) Isit a fact he may terminate all funds 1o
a refuge on thirty days’ notice?

{4) Is he aware that he is thc only
Community  Welfare  Minister  in
Australia who has insisted on this type
of legal cantract?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) Yes. All such programmes in Western
Australia, not just the child care grants
to women’s rcfuges, are subject 10 a
formal agreement. The real issue to be
considered is the proper administration
of grants of money derived from Lhe
taxpayer to privale groups. The purposc
of having contracts is 1o ensure thal
funds are used for the purpose lor which
they arc granted. | am at a loss to
understand objcctions 1o this, and thase
1 have received cmanate lrom cxlremist
feminists. The systern will not change.

{2) No. The contract secks only to
implement guidelines of the grant as
determined by the Commonwealth,

(3) Yes.

(4) Other States have varying ypes of
agreements.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Mirrabooka

WILSON, 1o the
Education:

Minister for

(1) What will be the new boundaries for the
Mirrabooka Scnior High School as a
result of the Government's decision 1o
convert the Tuart Hill Senior High
School into a technical college in 19827
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Will students in the affected area have
any choice about which aiternative
schoal they will attend as a result of the
change?

Will music and dance enrichment
courses currently operating al Tuart Hill
Senior High Schoo! be transferred 1o the
Mirrabooka Senior High School as a
result of the change?

If “No” 1o (3), what alternative
cnrichment courses in music and dance
will be provided for students from Balga,
Notlamara, and necighbouring areas
currcatly atiending Lhese courses a1
Tuart Hill Senior High School?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1

(2)

3

The new  boundaries of Mirribaoka
Senior High School will be determined
after detailed discussion with the schools
concerned.

It s anticipaled that the cxisting rules
for zoning will apply, that is, boundarics
will be generally enforced with the

opportunity for  cxceptions  and
exemptions for individuals.
and (4) The ecnrichment courses in

music and dance which are currently
provided through Tuart Hill Scnior
High School will be retained within a
school in the gencral locality. Their
precise location will be determined aller
further consideration of the facilities
available in ncighbouring high schools.

LAND
Tax

591, Mr WILSON, to the Premier:

(N

(2)

(3)

Why were State land tax notices duc for
payment in March 1980 and April 1979
deemed to be due for payment carly in
January this year?

Woere lurther notices issued threatening
a 10 per cent penahly or legal action il
payment was nol made by the end ol
January?

Why was no cxplanation given to thosc
alfccled lor the carlicr issuc of thesc
notices Lhis ycar prior (0 the expiry of
the 12-months peried?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

()

(2)

(3)

Although legislation provides for an
assessment 10 be issued at any time after
30 lune cach year, attempts are madc Lo
issuc assessments at approximalely the
same time cach year. The billing cycle
commenced later than  usual  this
financial year due to amendments to the
legistation and the main bulk of
assessments was late going out.

However, as ncarly 70 000 assessments
are involved it is posssible for the date of
issuc for individual asscssments to vary
from ycar Lo year.

Without knowing the assessments
concerned it is difficult 1o be precise as
10 the rcasons for the apparent irregular
receipt of notices.

Land tax assessments are duc for
payment within 30 days of the issue of
the assessment.

It is normal practice for a reminder
nolice to be issucd advising that a 10 per
cent penalty may be levied where an
assessment has not been paid by the due
dale for payment.

Where a  taxpayer receives  an
assessment earlier than in the previous
year and financial difficulty is caused by
this, an approach may be madc to the
State Taxation Dcpartment for an
cxtension of time in which to pay.

It would be both impractical and costly
to check cvery assessmenl mercly 10
advise a taxpayer of any variation from
the issue date in the previous year.

INSURANCE
SGIO

Mr WILSON, 10 the Minister for Labour

(

(2)

and Industry:

Is it fact that while the Sute -~
Government Ensurance Office may give
a quole for insuring the contems of a
home, it may nol provide caver for
contents il the house is being purchascd
through the State Housing Commission?

IT “Yes”, what is the reason for this
prohibition?
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(3) Why should these home purchasers be
subject 10 this restriction, particularly
when in most cases gencral cover for
their homes is arranged through the
SGI0O and the nced to make separatc
arrangements for contents with other
companics possibly constitutes a major
inconvenience?

Me O'CONNOR replied:

(1) If a house is being purchased from, and
is under mortgage to, the State Housing
Commission, the State Government
Insurance Office may insure the house
but not the contents.

{2) The State Government Insurance Office

can only insure houses in which the

Government of Western Australia has a

financial interest. If the financial

interest does not extend o the conlents,
the SG10 cannot insure these.

The State Government Insurance Office

is restricted by its Act and s only

allowed to insurc this type of properly

(3)

when the Siate Government has a
financial interesi.
CONSUMER AFFAIRS
Hycraft Angelique Carpet
Mr WILSON, to the Minister for

Consumer Alfairs;

{1y Has the bureau reccived complaints
about discoloration and walcr marking
of Hycralt Angelique carpet?

{2) Is he aware of information contained in
a “carpet technical information letier”
issued by the International Wool
Secretariat entitled “Shading™ on this
characteristic affecting velour carpet
which states that this characteristic is
“largely  unexplained”™ and is a
“controversial subject™?
Is his department concerned that it
appears that full information about this
characteristic of the carpet is notl being
made avaifable o purchasers prior 1o
purchase?
Has the burcau considered the need for
action to warn potential purchasers of
this material in clear terms such as those
sel out in the Wool Sccretariat’s
information letter ol this  apparent
dceficicncy?

(3)

(4

594.

59s.

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes, one complaint has been received,

(2) 10 (4) The particular complaint referred
to is pending before the Small Claims
Tribunal. | therefore do not consider it
proper for mc to further discuss the
various mailers raised in these questions.

NOISE
Moriey Bus Depot
Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Adverting to his answer to question 488
of 1981 relevant to the Morley bus depot
and noise levels affecting residents, what
advice has becn given regarding options
available and from whom are dccisions
awailed?

What (urther discussions are envisaged
and who will be participating in these
discussions?

Mr YOUNG replicd:

(1) The Metropolitan Transport Trust is
considering advice from my department
related to the characteristics needed for
successful erection of a barrier wall on
the depat boundary. The public address
system and air compressor have been
modified to reduce noisc.

Further meetings are to be held beiween
representatives of the Metrapolitan
Transport Trust and the Department of
Health and Medical Services.

(2)

2

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHQOL
Tuart Hill

Mr BERTRAM, to
Education:

the Minister [ar

(1) Is it fact that the Parents apd Citizens’
association of Tuart Hill Senior High
School have contribuled equipment and
facilities for thal school, the estimaled
value of which exceeds $100 0007

Why has he apparently not answered all
of the queslions conlained in my
question without notice 10 him of 8 April
1981 touching on Tuart Hill Scnior
High School?

Whal is the ideal school population lar
cach of the senior high schools in the
metropolitan area?

(2}

(3)



(4)

(5)

(6y
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Will he list all of the senior high schools
in the metropolitan area stating in each
case school populations lor cach of the
last five yecars and the anticipated
population for the next five years?

Noting that he says that he has writlen
Lo ¢very pareni concerning the closure of
Tuart Hill Senior High School, on what
date or dates does he say that every
parent reccived his letter?

Having said that the closure of Tuart
Hill Senior High School will produce
tremendous cducational advantages for
all concerned, will he state cach of those
advantages so far as the present students
of Tuart Hill Senior High School are
concerned?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1

(2)

(3)

4)

(5)

The Parents and Citizens’ Association of
the Tuart Hill Senior High Schoel has
been active in supporting the school.
Figures relating to 1he value of
cquipment and facilities provided arc
not maintained in the Education
Department.

A significant part of the equipment,
which is nol consumable and has not
worn out, is at present in the school. 1t is
anticipated that much of this will
transfer with the students to their
ncighbouring schools.

Dctailed responses were made 10 the
twelve  questions  provided. Il the
member would like to specify the

questions he considers “apparently not
answered™ | will be pleased 1o furnish
further information.

There is no ““ideal size™ for a high
school. The gencral consensus is that
schools need 1o be large enough o
maintain a full range of subject choice
for students. Most metropolitan senior
high schools have been built 10
accommodate between 1000 and 1 200
students.

This information is being compiled and
a copy will be forwarded 1o the member
when available.

Letters to parcnts were delivered to the
school on Wednesday, 8 April, and
distribuled to students to take home that
afternoon.

(6)

967

The populations of Tuart Hill High
School and Mirrabooka Senior High
School are projected to fall below 600
students  each. Both schools  will
cxperience severe limitations in the
range of subject choice in upper school
and of options in lower school unless a
move is made 10 rationalise the
situation. In the futurc some of the
students who are al present auending
Tuart Hill Senior High School will have
the opportunity (o allend the new senior
college. This additional cducational
facility will be of great bencfit to all
students in the locality. It would not
have been available 1o them if the school
were not 10 be redeveloped.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Tuart Hill
596, Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Did the careful analysis of the pattern of

()

(3)

4)

5y I

contributory schools carried out by the
Education Department reveal that the
Tuart Hill Senior High School could be
phased out as a regular secondary school
with the lcast distocation to the students’
education?

IT*Yes”, when was the recommendation
made and what was the
recommendation?

(a) What other senior high schools did
the Education Department examine
with a view to determining which
one should be phased out and will
he 1able the comparable details
relevant to each of those schools;

(b) if not, why?

Is he confident that the parents of Tuart
Hill Senior High School will recognisc
the imperiance of what he says is the
importance of making mare elfective use
of the expensive facilities at that school?

“Yes”, why, and why did he
apparcntly conceal this move from the
parents, the member for mount
Hawthorn and 1the citizens of the
relevant area?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(H

(2)

(3)

(4)

Ol the schools in the group under
consideration because of their declining
students numbers, Tuart Hill Senior
High School could be phased out with
the least dislocation to the students’
education.

The recommendation was made in a
minuie 10 Cabinct dated | April which
reccommended that Cabinet cndorse the
proposal that Tuart Hill Scnior High
School be redeveloped as a  senior
college.

{a) Mirrabooka Senior High School
and Perth Modern School were also
considered. The details of student
numbers in those schools are
contained in my answer (o question
486 of Wednesday, § April.

(b) Perth Modern School was not
rccommended because  students
living to the west and east of the
schoal could not be accommodated
in Hollywood and Mt. Lawley
Senior High Schools respectively.

Mirrabooka Senior High Schon!
was not recommended because the
population of Balga Scnior High
School to the north has not vel
begun ils projected sharp decline
and becausc space must be reserved
in Morley Seniar High Schaool to
the cast lo provide for projected
housing developments  in the
Noranda arca.

I recognise thal Tuart Hill Senior High
School has made an  excellent
contribulion to its community over the
years and is rcgarded with pride and
afTection by many parents and students
associated with i, Of course these
people will feel a sensc of personal loss
and paremis of children presently
enrolled in the school will have some
concern about the cducation of their
children. No onc would expect it to be
otherwise. That is why | moved to send a
persanal letter Lo all parenis the day
afler Lhe decision was made.

(3)

This in no way alters the fact that the
decision was necessary and desirable
because of the declining numbers in
schools in the tegion. The decision will
result  in  significantly  enhanced
cducational opportunity for all students
in the repion. Every effort will be made
to make parents aware of the advantage
both in the short term and the long
term.

No effort was made to conceal the move.
The decision as to which schoal should
be redeveloped was made on the
recommendation  of the Educatlion
Department and was based only upon a
detailed analysis of the population
predictions of all schools in the localion.
As soon as the decision was reached it
was made public. The question of which
school should be closed is not one that
could or should be opened to public
debate.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Tuart Hill

Mr BERTRAM, (o the Premicr;

)

(2)
3

(n

Is the report appearing on page 4 of The
West  Australian of 7  April 1981
louching on the closure of Tuart Hill
Scnior High School and its replacement
with 2a senior college, an accurale
report?

IT "No”, will he detail each of the
inaccuracics”?

IT*No™ 10 (2), why?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

to (3) In responsc to the member’s
questien, | scek leave to table the text of
my press  relcasc  concerning  the
cstablishment of a senior college at
Tuart Hill Senior High School.

The honourable member will note that
the report is accurate, but the heading is
not correct because the Tuar Hill
Senior High School and Bentley Senior
High School are not “'going technical”
but are being redevcloped as scnior
colleges to provide adults and young
people above the normal schaol leaving
age the opportunity 1o rclurn to full-
time or part-time studies.

The Press release was tabled (see paper No.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE Country Party support the view of its
CONSUMER AFFAIRS Federal counterpan?
Prices: North of State Mr OLD replied:
138. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs: [ am touched by the concern of the

member for Ascot in respect of our

What has been the exient of the . .
Federal policy which actually has

moniloring by officers of the Consumer

Alffairs Bureau of prices in the Pilbara nothing to do with me. | decline 10 make
and the north of the State since the Jast any statement at all on Federal policy.
clection?

Our atlitude to the airline situation is
well known and we will continue 1o
pursuc a better deal for Western

Mr O’'CONNOR replied:

On 6 April 1 requested further
investigations to be made by the

department. The matter was Australia, J suggest that if the member
investigated and it was found the is really keen to get an answer to the
variation in costs between the Pilbara question, he should have one of his many

and the metropolitan area was 13.2 per
cent, which the department claimed
could be justified by freight charges and House.

the additional wages and rents in the . .
north. The information [ received from Mr Davies: We know what the Feds think.
the department indicated that since
1974, when the variation was 20 per
cent, a substantial reduction had
occurred, and the figure is now 13.2 per “THE EXTERMINATOR" FILM
cent. | have some details in respect of L.
the figures, which | request permission Ban or Restriction

1o table. 140. Mr BLAIKIE, 10 the Chief Secretary:

The paper was tabled (see paper No. 149},

Federal colleagues ask it in the Federal

(1) Is the film “The Exterminator” under
consideration for possible ban or

TRANSPORT: AIR restriction in this State?
TAA: National Country Party Policy (2) What is the position in other Siates?
139. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for (3) Why is there concern about this film?
Agriculture:

| address my question to the Minister as
lcader of the Country Party. | draw his
attention to Press coverage piven to
statcments by the Federal Leader of the
Country Party (Mr Anthony) in respect
of his attitude to the sale of TAA. |
refer 10 newspapers such The Australian
Financial Review, The Australian, The
West Australian, and a number of
others whercin Mr Anthony has said
that if the sale went ahead the realitics
of commercial competition would make
it inevitable thar the more costly and
less profulable routes now operated by
TAA would be dropped and 1his would
mean  great  hardship for  many
Australians living owside Australian
cities. Does the Western  Australian

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) The film “The Exterminator” is under
consideration for restriction or ban in
Western Australia. The situation arises
because the Commonwealth Censorship
Board, composed of Tfour people,
unanimously held it should not be shown
in this State. The decision was appealed
to the Film Board of Review which, by a
majority, allowed the film.

{2) The film has been banned in South
Australia already by the Attorncy
General of that State. [ understand it is
under consideration in Qucensland and
Victoria, and | understand also it is 10
be permitied 10 be shown in New South
Wales.
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(3) [ viewed the fitm last Friday morning. |

must say this sort of matter causes me
great difficulty because of my real
concern nol to rush into banning things;
and | have not yet reached a conclusion
about it. I sought the assistance of
members of the advisory commitlee on
publications in a purely informal
manner, because they have no statutory
role in this matter. They attended the
viewing and tendered certain advice 1o
me. No matter what my decision, 1 do
not intend to relcase the advice of
members of the committee because Lhey
responded 10 a request from me and it
would be unfair 1o do so.

The reason for the concern about the
film relates 10 the level of violence
depicted  graphically in it.  This
includes—
The slow motion cutiing of a
person’s throat.

The decapitation aof a person, which
was shown in full detail.

Guarotting.
The helty beating of a person plus a
extra close-up shot of a grappling

hook being ripped along a man’s
back.

The off-screen implied killing of a
dog with an cleetric knife.

The implied feeding of 2 man into a
giant mincing machine; he was
lowered into it and onc does not
actually scc the details, but it was
clear enough.

The implicd burning of the breasts
of a prostitute with a soldcring iron.

References to male perveris being
provided with young boys, and a
scenc of a naked young man bound
and gagged on a bed. That was in a
brothel situation.

A vicious atlack on an old lady by
three youths.

A bloody shoot-oult.

Mr Davies: Why do you hcesitale? There is

not the slightest doubt aboul it.

Mr HASSELL: The film must be considered

in its context. | am doing that, and 1 will
reach a conclusion as soon as | can.

MINISTER OF THE CROWN
Premier: Retirement
141. Mr B. T. BURKE, 10 the Premier:

(1Y Is it true the Deputy Premier will
accompany the Premicr to the Premier’s
Conference in June?

{2) Is this an indication that the Premicr
may be considering stepping down?

Mr Davies: He is getting old, and he wanls
some help.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2) Apgain | say the member flor
Balcatta must be having a bad scssion,
because that is another “replay”. It
started in Canberra some days ago. |
want to say that it is nol unusual for the
Premier Lo take a Minister or Ministers
to the Premiers’ Conference. When the
member for Mt. Marshall was the
Deputy  Premier | took him o
Premiers” Confercnces. The leader of
the National Country Party has been
with me. so has Sir Desmond O'Necil
when he was Deputy Premier. The Hon.
lan Medcall has been with me, as have a
number of other Ministers when special
malters were to be discussed.

It so happens that at the 4 May meeting
of the Premicrs’ Conference and Loan
Council some malters will be discussed
which may require the attendance of one
or two Ministers with me. On 18 and 19
June it is possible (hat not only will 1he
Deputy Premier attend—because
industrial matters will be discussed—bul
also the Attorney General. [ want to let
the member know therc is nothing
extraordinary about that.

Whether the Deputy Premier attends on
4 May or 18 and 19 June will be
dependent entirely upon the agenda. [
can only repeat what | have previously
said about the retirement rumours that
are going about: | have not had time to
think about it.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Bentley and Tuart Hill .

142. Mr PEARCE, 10 the Minisier [or
Education:

Is it a fact that the closure of the
Bentley Senior High School and the
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Tuart Hill Senior High School as senior
high schools and their conversion to so-
called senior calleges is in part duc to
the possible availability of additional
Federal funds connected  with  the
proposal that the dole be withdrawn
from 16 and 17-ycar-old youngsters and
that they be kept at schools or
institutions of the senior college type?

Mr GRAYDEN replicd:

The two colleges in question are being
converted primarily because we  arc
anxious 10 take TAE students out af
technical schools and thus provide places
lor students who wish to 1ake vocational
courses. The two colleges will be used
for adults and TAE students and for
school-lo-work transition programmes.
In addition we cxpect they will take
another group made up of children who
have actually left school and who lor the
most  part  have low  Achicvement
Certiflicate results. The Commonwealth
is anxious Lhat these children be taken
back into the school environment.

We are anxious Lo avoid having thosc
children in our high schools because we
think they would be a disruptive element
inasmuch as they would not be subject
to discipline to the same cxtenl as the
other children because they have lived in
an adult environment. The new colleges
will have an adult cthos, and those
children will be one of the four groups in
them.

PORT

Fremantie

Mr PARKER. 1o the Minister for
Transport:

1 refer 1o the question without notice |
asked on Wednesday of last week. Is he
now in a position 10 answer thal
question?

Mr RUSHTON replicd:

The question asked by the member was

as follows—

{1) Has the Minister—or the
Fremantle Port Authority—decided
1o lease numbers 4 and 5 berths 102
private consortium, or is the matter
under consideration?

(2) Of whom does the consortium
consist?

(3) What will be the ¢ffect on—

(a) the operations of (he pont
including its profitability:

{b) employment of Fremantle Port
Authority or other cmployecs;

(¢) equipment owned by the
Fremantle Port Authority?

(4) Who will pay for the 54 million or
£5 million upgrading of the berths
just completed?

(5) What is the reason for any
decision?

(6) Witl the Minister make a statement
to the House on this matter under
the Standing Orders newly crealed
for this purpose?

My answer is as follows—

{1) and (2) A proposal has becn put Lo
the Government by a group of
companies which, il it can be
brought 10 finality, will result in an
increase in the amount of trade
passing through the Port of
Fremantle. Discussions between the
Government and all the interests
arc taking place, but it would not
be appropriate at this stage in the
discussions 1o identify  the
companies concerned.

The proposal would not result in
leasing berths 4 and 5.

(3) All the effects cannot yet be
determined though discussions are
procceding on the basis that
additional trade and revenue will
accrue to the Port of Fremantle.

(4) The Fremantle Port Authority has
been upgrading berths 4 and 5 for
some time as part of an on-going
port devclopment programme. The
work is funded by 10ll charges such
as wharfage, 1onnage ducs, cic.,
levied against all ships using the
berths.

(5) and (6) WNo decision has been
rcached. Any decision will be on
whether the proposal is beneficial 10
Woeslern Australia- [f a decision
about the proposal is made. | will
certainty inform the House.
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NOISE ABATEMENT ACT
Amendment
Mr HODGE, 10 1he Minister lor Health:

(1) Is he aware that a Government member,
the member for East Melville, recently
printed and circulated in parts of the
City of Meclville a pamphlct claiming
that during 1980 the Government passed
legislation which amended the Noise
Abatement Act?

{2) Can he confirm that the Noise
Abalement Act was not amended in
1980 or any other year since it was
introduced?

Mr YOUNG replicd:

(1) and (2) No, ! was not aware of the
matier raised by the member for
Meclville. | ask him to put the question
on nolice.

Mr  Pearce: You must know il the
Government has amended an Act under
your jurisdiction.

The SPEAKER: Order!

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Enrolments

Mr WILSON, to the
Education:

Minister  for

(1) Will he name the t4 senior high schools
with seriously depleted student numbers
and the scven other schools which arc
considerably below capacity in  the
metropolitan arca referred 10 in his
statement  reported  in The West
Australian on 13 April 19817

(2) What are the current enrolments for
cach of these schools as against their
enrolment capacitics by departmental
standards?

Mr GRAYDEN repliced:

(1) The Press report of 13 April refers 10
mapped information showing 14 scnior
high schools severcly under-utilised by
I987 and eight senior high schools
under-utilised by 1987. Copies of these
maps are tabled.

(2) Information concerning the 20 schools
and their cnrelments in 1981 and
predicted numbers for 1987 is contained
in the attached information. School
capacity is based on average sized class
groups  fully utilising all  school
accommodation.

I ask leave of the House to 1able the papers |
have mentioned.

The papers were tabled (sce paper No. 1 50).

ABATTOIR
Midland Junction

146. Mr H, D. EVYANS, o the Minisier for

Agriculture:

(1) Has any decision been taken with regard
to the future of Midland Junction
Abatioir and, if so, whan preciscly is the
Government's intention in this matier?

(2) What is  the estimated cost of
maintaining Midland abattoir on a
maintenance basis in the 1980-81
financial year?

{3) From what source will this cost be met?

(4) Will the WA Mecat Commission be
required to meet any part of the cost of
Midland abattoir and, if so, will he give
details?

{5) (a) What equipment would have 1o be
resiored 1o Midiand abattoir (o
make it fully operational; and

{b) how long would it 1ake Lo make
Midland abatwoir fully operational?

Mr OLD replicd:

(1) A committee has been appointed Lo
inquire into alernative uses for the
Midland abattoir and surrounding land.
It is expected that this commitiee’s final
report will be available by 30 func, and
the Government will  consider the
commitiee’s recommendations at that
time.

(2) This information is not available. The

cost in 1979-80 was $1.8 miilion.

and {4) This cost will be met lrom any

surpluscs realised from operations at the

Robb Jeuity Abatloir and Midland

saleyards, and from Government

funding.

3

S

{5) (a) The following nems of cquipment
would have to be rcturncd o
Midland abattoir from Robb Jeily
Abattoir—
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Viscera tables

Portable amentics buildings
Brisket snips

Cookers and  associated  by-
products equipment
Centrifuges

Refrigeration units

Other minor items.

These items were transferred io
Robb Jenty 1w [facilitate  the
opcration of the sccond shift during
the lamb scason.

(b) Approximatcly three months il
sufficient staff were available.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS
Prices: North of Siate

147. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Consumer

AfTairs:

My question arises from his answer to
an earlicr question by the Leader of the
Opposition on the matter of prices in the
north. 1 prelace my question by
referring to the 1abled paper which
shows, firstly, that the figures the
Minister quoted were compiled by the
Burcau of Statistics three years ago;
there arc available 1wo scts of figurcs
compiled morc recently than the ones
quated. Sccondly, il thosce ligurces arc of
any usc they do not show a 19 per cent
variation as between Port Hedland and
Perth, but a 14 per cem variation.

An attachment to the tabled paper
relates to a survey carried oul by the
Bureau of Consumer Alfairs and shows
a comparison between one supermarket
in Perth and one supermarket in South
Hedland and carrics the notation *14
April 1981 am.” In other words, the
survey was carried out this morning by
tclephone, presumably in response to the
Leader of the Opposition’s query over
the weckend.

My question without nolice is as

follows—

{1) Why is it that his depariment has
donc absolutcly nothing to monitor
prices in towns throughout the
north-west prior to ils cxercise this
morning?

(2) Will he now undertake (o have
price surveys carried out by his
depariment in towns throughout the
north-west of the Stale?

(1) and (2) What the honourable member
53ys is not truc; two documenis were
tabled. IT he obtains the other document
he will sec the information | gave was
correct.,

Mr Carr: The two documenis are attached.

Mr O'CONNOR: There is another one.

Mr Davies: Attachment “A” relates 10 the
pricc survey. There arc only (wo
documents.

Mr O'CONNOR: There is another
document. In  addition, the survey
dclivered to e today was as a resull of
a request | made to the Burcau of
Consumer Aflairs on 6 April, not as a
result of action taken over the weekend
by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr Davics: The attachment is dated 14
April. a.m.,

Mr O'CONNOR: | wrote to Lhe bureau on 6
April, and this survey was in response lo
my request.

Mr Davies: The survey was carricd out on
the telephone this morning.

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not know how the
bureau carricd out the survey.

Mr Davies: It certainly did not send a man 10
South Hedland.

Mr O'CONNOR: The survey conducted by
the burcau compared prices at the Coles
Carawarra Shopping Centre in Perth
and the Coles shopping centre in South
Hedland, and was undertaken as a resull
of a lctter 1 wrote to the bureau an 6
April following a request by the member
for Pilbara. | would be mostL happy 10
provide the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for Geraldion with a
copy of that letter.

Mr Carr: The survey refers only to South
Hedland. What about the other towns
throughout the north-west?

Mr O'CONNOR: Al ong slage, the union
and the company had WAIT and the
University of Western Australia extract
some figures——

Mr Davies: What has the Government done?

Mr O'CONNOR: If the Leader of the
Opposition will be quict for 2 moment, |
will 1cll him. The university or WAIT
prepared a report comparing the cost of
living in the Pilbara with that obtaining
in the metropolitan area which indicated
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that, overall, the cost of Jiving was less
in the Pilbara.

The Leader of the Opposition probably
knew that last year, and the year before
that, a number of actions were taken by
the burcau 1o ascertain the variztions in
the cost of living between towns in the
north of the Staie and in  the
metropolitan  area, | understand a
number of these surveys were presenied
to the Housc. | am prepared to bring
them all forward and present them 10
thc House for the information of
members.

Davics: But what has the Government
done? It has done nothing.

PORT

Fremantle

148. Mr PARKER, 1o the Minmster for
Transport:

Mr

I refer to the Minister’s answer lo my
earlier question. | ask—

(1) Could he advise me of the timetable
for the negotialions, and when it is
cxpecled they will be brought to
finality?

(2) What is the proposal in respect of
berths 4 and 37

RUSHTON replied:

(1) | am unable 10 give the member [or

{2}

Fremantle a schedule of time because it
is not a fixed schedule, but is subject 10
ncgolialion.

As is normal, the acwual berths and the
wharf will remain under the control of
the Fremantle Port Authority. The arca
the subject of the leasing arrangement is
the back-up arca for the servicing of
conlainers and the like.

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Easter Eve

149, Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

Arc there any contemplated changes in
the sitting times of Parliament on
Thursday, Easter Eve?

Sir CHARLES COURT replicd:

| understand thal my colleague, Lhe
Deputy  Premier, has checked 1o
ascertain whether any changes would be
unmanageable so far as Hansard and
the dining facilities are concerned. As a
result of the advice he has received,
changes can be made without causing
any great dislocation. 1L is now
proposcd, by mutual agreement, to meel
at 10.00 a.m. this Thursday and to sit
through unul 1.30 p.m., at which time
the day’s sitting will
conclude—assuming, of course,
everything runs according (o the
predetermincd timetable.

Mr Davies: As long as you behave yourself, it

will.

S5ir CHARLES COURT: This matter will be

worked out between the Deputy Premicr
and a nominee of the Leader ol the
Opposition. That is the plan a1 the
moment.

MINING ACT 1978

Proclamation

150. Mr H. D. EVANS, (0 the Minister for
Mincs:

Is the Minister now in a posilion to
indicale when the new Mining Act will
be proclaimed, following oday’s [lairly
important meetings? '

Mr P. V. JONES replicd:

No. because 1 have said in answer Lo two
qucstions asked regarding this matler
that it is now related 10 the passage of
the amendment to the 1904 Mining Act
and the finalisation of 1he regulations,
which are now being considered.
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ELECTORAL

Districts: Redistribution

Mr PEARCE. (o the Chief Secretary:

When might we expect an
announcement as (& whether the
Government intends 1o call for a
redistribution before the 1983 election?

Mr HASSELL replied:

This matter was raised last year by the
Opposition, at which time the Premier,
on behalf of the Government, underiook
that we would review the situation.
When the review is completed, the
Government will decide what action, if
any, shauld be taken. However, | remind
the member for Gosnells there is no
statutory requirement for a
redistribution at this stage.
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